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parking, as well as aircraft 
maintenance, flight training 
and flight tours all under one 
roof” to pilots and corpora-
tions who want to do business 
at the airport.

A GREAT LOCATION TO 
SERvE THE REGION

Babiak said he likes having 
an airport like Lansing’s to fly 
out of and hold club meetings 
at for many reasons. Whether 
you’re flying to Indianapolis for 
dinner or as far as South Car-
olina, as Babiak has done, he 
said it’s good to have a decent 
airport to come home to.

“The airport’s really accessi-
ble, and it’s well-maintained,” 
Babiak said. “I think the staff 
out there does a very good job at keeping the airport in 
good shape, and that’s important. It’s in a great location 
with respect to Chicago, being in the south suburbs.”

CONNECTING THE PAST
Lansing Municipal Airport continues to change and 

evolve with the times. One person who knows more 
about that than most is John DeLaurentiis, who has 
been the airport director since 2008. He took over from 
Bob Malkas, the namesake of the airport driveway dedi-
cated in 2011, who served as director for 23 years.

“When we move towards the future, there needs to be 
some connection to the past,” DeLaurentiis explained. 
“Airports are more than just bricks and mortar and 
airplanes. They’re people and people’s lives, and they’re 
tied into the history of the Village of Lansing.”

Malkas isn’t the only prominent figure in the airport’s 
history. In July, an observation area named Palmer 
Square Airport Observation Park was dedicated in 
honor of the former manager of Associated Air Activi-
ties, Wade Palmer. Associated Air—a company Babiak 
used to rent planes from—operated out of Ford Hangar 
for 30 years.

“Wade Palmer was part of this airport even before the 
Village owned it, I believe,” DeLaurentiis said. “Once he 
left the airport, the idea was to commemorate that in 
some way. Because you can’t dedicate anything at an 
airport for non-aeronautical use, we came up with the 
notion of an observation area.”

WELCOmING 
THE PUBLIC, 
WELCOmING 
THE fUTURE

While small, 
the area is a 
pleasant place 
to sit and 
watch planes 
take off and 
land in the 
shadow of 
Ford Hangar. 
DeLaurentiis 
said there are 
still improve-
ments to be 
made, but in 
general, that 
northwest 
corner of the 
airport—also 
home to the 

Lansing Veterans Memorial and the POW MIA foun-
tain—is increasingly becoming more of a public space, 
following the example of other airports in the country. 
DeLaurentiis explained that he wants these public 
spaces to be a gateway for people both new to Lansing 
and familiar with it to become more exposed to avia-
tion and to the Lansing Municipal Airport.

“There are people who fall on both sides of the line 
regarding public space and use at the airport,” DeLau-
rentiis said. “From the FAA perspective at the national 
level, it’s accepted. At the local level, the pilots usually 
think, ‘That should be our space and we should be using 
it for something we need.’ They forget that…without the 
public funding, this airport would not exist.”

As far as plans for the future of the airport, they 
mainly focus on modernization and expansion. Accord-
ing to the 2014 RE:Lansing Comprehensive Plan and a 
20-year layout plan for 
the airport put togeth-
er in 2009, growth of 
the airport’s territory, 
new buildings, and 
longer runways could 
change the face of the 
airport as we know 
it. As the RE:Lansing 
plan states, “The long-
term vision for this 
area of Lansing should 
balance the evolving 

needs of the airport with new opportunities for com-
mercial and neighborhoods development, ensuring that 
the airport remains a vital piece of the community.”

mORE THAN A HANGOUT fOR PILOTS
DeLaurentiis added to that by saying a goal of his is 

to change the culture around airports into something 
different than a hangout for pilots. He especially wants 
to get younger families, particularly kids, more inter-
ested in the airport.

“There’s still a bit of controversy on the field,” De-
Laurentiis said. “There’s still folks flying into here who 
believe that airports should be places where pilots 
convene to talk about steel and gasoline and oil and 
aviation. But there’s another group that says, ‘I’m an at-
torney and I paid a million dollars for my plane. I like to 
fly on weekends with my family, and I just need a nice 
place to stop with my wife and kids while I fuel.’”

This notion is what brought about the welcome 
center and the restaurant at the airport. Formerly a 
pilot’s lounge where women and children were general-
ly excluded, the building that now houses Lynnie Ques 
has become a huge attraction for local families and 
pilots from out of town.

“We felt that there needed to be more of a family 
transportation attraction here, in addition to just 
being a pilot’s airport,” DeLaurentiis explained. “And 
the Village has supported that. We need to not only 
modernize the buildings, but modernize the thinking 
around this airport.”

GETTING READy fOR TAKE-Off
The airport’s history has had its fair share of ups and 

downs, so to speak. Financial woes and competing ideas 
of how the space should be used may never fully abate. 
But today’s Lansing Municipal Airport is a unique and 
precious asset, and there are people fighting to keep it 
that way, from pilots to Village officials.

Babiak’s favorite part of flying, he said, is getting a 
different view of something he’s seen a million times.

“Just getting up there and seeing the earth from a 
different perspective is amazing,” he said. 

“You get a nice clear day, and you 
can fly along the lake shore. You get 
a different view of things, and it’s 
exhilarating.”

It sounds like a different perspective 
of the airport, and aviation in general, 
is what will shape its future.

Palmer square airport Observation Park was dedicated this 
past July to Wade Palmer, the former manager of associated air 
activities. (Photo: Jamilyn hiskes)

Airport, cont.

BY JENNIFER YOS

LANSING, Ill. (October 1, 2019) - A 
Haunted Hallway? Costume Breakfast? 
Halloween Parade? Trunk-or-Treat 
Church Event? When it comes to Hal-
loween, it’s almost scary just how many 
choices Lansing has to offer! Halloween 
enthusiasts will appreciate all the com-
munity and church events scheduled 
this year. Published below are details 
from the organizations that responded 
to our request for information. 

The festivities begin already on 
Friday, October 25:

fRIDAy, OCTOBER 25— 
fAmILy-fRIENDLy fRIGHTS

The Lan-Oak Park District is filling 
the Eisenhower Fitness Center with 
family-friendly frights—“Haunted 
Hallway” for ages 9 and up, and “Ghostly 
Games” for ages 2-8. Both events are 
6:30-9:00pm. Ticket sales begin at noon 
and stop at 8:30pm on event day. Fami-
lies can also enjoy a snack in the “Creepy 
Café.” The Eisenhower Center is located 
at 2550 178th Street in Lansing.

SATURDAy, OCTOBER 26—
PANCAKES AND PARADE

The day begins with the Copper 
Muggers Halloween Pancake Break-
fast, served from 8:00–11:00am at TF 
South. Tickets available at the door are 
$5 (kids under 5 can eat for $3). This 
come-as-you-are-costumed Hallow-
een breakfast includes a bake sale and 
raffle prizes. 

After breakfast, costumed attendees 
can head over to Kilroy’s parking lot at 

3502 Ridge Road to join in Lansing’s 
Annual Halloween Parade. Lineup 
begins at 9:30am, and the parade 
travels down Ridge Road to Roy Street, 
ending at Winterhoff Park. Costume 
prizes are awarded, and each partici-
pating child receives a candy bag. The 
Lansing Halloween Parade is free.

SUNDAy, OCTOBER 27— 
TWO TRUNK-OR-TREAT OPTIONS
1. Living Word Church

2248 186th Street, 2:00–4:00pm
Details: Living Word Church mem-

bers may sign up on Sunday mornings 
to enter a trunk. Parking spots will 
be assigned immediately after the 
church service on the day of the event. 
Participants are asked to keep decora-
tions appropriate for children (not too 
scary). As attendees make their rounds 
collecting candy from each trunk, 
they vote for their favorite decorated 
car. A cash prize goes to the car with 
the most votes. Carnival-style games 
inside the church are suitable for ages 
2–10. Though church members are 
providing the trunks, the event is open 
to the public. “All are welcome!” says 
Living Word.

2. St. Ann Catholic Church
3014 Ridge Road, 2:00–4:00pm
Details: Games, refreshments, music, 

and prizes for “Best Trunk” and “Best 
Dressed.” New this year will be a Chili 
Cook-off—$10.00 to enter your chili; 
$5.00 for tasters/voters. (To enter as 
a chili contestant, call 708-895-1661. 
There will be a limit of 12 entrants 
total.) Anyone interested in trunk 

decorating should visit the sign-up 
link (https://signup.com/go/NSiFXqO) 
and register by Friday, October 25. 
Participants should arrive for setup by 
1:00pm and plan on bringing enough 
candy for 100. For more information, 
contact Max Navia at 773-619-1251.

mONDAy, OCTOBER 28— 
TRUNK-OR-TREAT, PLUS DINNER

Trinity Lutheran Church
2505 Indiana Avenue, 5:00–6:00pm
Details: Trinity Lutheran Church will 

host a Trunk-or-Treat event in con-
junction with the free community meal 
they offer each month. (The free Com-
munity Dinner is served at 5:30pm.) 
Church members will be onsite distrib-
uting candy. All are welcome.

THURSDAy, OCTOBER 31— 
fOUR HALLOWEEN OPTIONS
1. Bethel Church, east parking lot

3500 Glenwood-Lansing Road, 

4:00–6:00pm
Details: This	is	the	second	year	

Bethel is hosting a trunk-or-treat 
event. Bethel members are invited to 
participate in decorating their trunks, 
and all Lansing residents are invited to 
attend as trick-or-treaters. The church 
will also be serving hot chocolate. More 
information can be found by visiting 
Bethel’s facebook page: facebook.com/
BethelChurchLansing
2. First Christian Church of Lansing

2921 Ridge Road, 4:30–6:30pm
Details: First Christian Church of 

Lansing has been hosting trunk-or-
treat events for the last 12 years. Their 
event includes free hot dogs, popcorn, 
and hot chocolate.
3. First Church (PCA)

3134 Ridge Road, 4:00–7:00pm
Details: Church members decorate 

tables for indoor trunk-or-treating (to 
avoid possible inclement weather) and 
will pass out candy in the fellowship area.
4. Grace Reformed Church parking lot

2740 Indiana Avenue, 6:00–8:00pm
Details: Trunk-or-treating,	free	hot	

dogs, lemonade, and hot chocolate 
served outdoors; three performances of 
a Halloween-themed black light puppet 
show with gospel messages presented 
indoors in the darkened church sanctu-
ary; trivia questions follow with candy 
prizes; games in the Fellowship Hall 
with candy prizes.

Anyone interested in trunk decorat-
ing should contact Bill VanRamshorst: 
708-822-9865. Please keep decorations 
appropriate for children (no gore). “Best 
Trunk” will be awarded a bag of candy.

Last year’s entries in st. ann’s trunk-or-
treat event included a fire-fighting scene. 
(Photo: Jennifer Gray)

Plenty of fun, safe ways to celebrate Halloween in Lansing










































