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Celebrating Community
Lansing rocks out
at Fox Pointe’s first summer show

Photo: Melanie Jongsma
BY JAMILYN HISKES

LANSING, Ill. (May 29, 2019) – “There’s a lot of happy
people here,” Mayor Patty Eidam said as she looked
around at the roughly 500 people surrounding her.
“I’m so thrilled that people are having fun.”
There was certainly a lot of fun to be had during
Fox Pointe’s May 29 opening night. Whether they
were driving, walking, or riding their bikes, Lansing
residents of all ages turned up to welcome summer
with a lively performance by 1980s glam rock cover
band Hairbanger’s Ball.
Community energy
People began gathering on Fox Pointe’s main lawn
and under the pavilion more than an hour before

the show was slated to start. They set up their lawn
chairs and blankets, purchased their dinners and
beverages from the concession and settled in for a
night of entertainment and community building.
Even though the freshly-trimmed thick grass was
still damp from rain earlier in the week, it didn’t dissuade attendees from getting close to the stage.
Even before the music started, the event felt
energetic and welcoming. The number of Lansing
businesses and organizations involved helped to
solidify the strong community feeling for the evening—volunteers from the Lansing Copper Muggers
Club donned yellow vests and acted as event staff,
while officers from the Lansing Police Department
provided security. Food was supplied by Lynnie Ques

Airport Bar and Grill and JJ Kelley’s. Members of
the Lansing Village Board came out to support Fox
Pointe, including Mayor Eidam, and everywhere
people were talking and laughing with each other
over food and drinks.
Classic 1980s
Hairbanger’s Ball took the stage soon after 7 p.m.
and immediately launched into a rock ballad. The
band was decked out in classic 80s attire, including
big hair, sleeveless tees, and ripped red jeans. Standing in for ill lead singer Mick Jäger was Pete Greco
of Lounge Puppets, another local cover band. His
soaring vocals—accompanied by those of keyboardist Polly Pantz, guitarist Rikki Rhoads, and bassist
See “Fox Pointe,” page 11

Concert-goers line up to purchase
beverage tickets. (Photo: Melanie Jongsma)

Some Ridge Road businesses offer
unique access to Fox Pointe concerts.
(Photo: Jamilyn Hiskes)
Steve Payne accepts a proof-of-age ID bracelet
from Esmeralda Solorio at the ticket booth.
(Photo: Melanie Jongsma)
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Flag burning on Flag Day

American Legion to demonstrate proper
flag retirement at June 14 ceremony
BY JOSH BOOTSMA

LANSING, Ill. (May 23, 2019) – The American Legion
plans to host a flag-retirement ceremony on June 14,
the first such event in Lansing in the last 10 years.
The ceremony, which takes place on Flag Day, will
occur at 7pm in the field across from the Legion
building, and the retired American flags will be
properly burned. The public is welcome to attend the
event and donate flags for retirement.
Although often thought to be a negative demonstration, flag burning, when done correctly and
respectfully, is a longstanding and honorable way to
dispose of flags that are no longer fit for use.
Sandi Gangolf, former president of American
Legion Unit 697 Auxiliary, hopes that the ceremony
will serve as a demonstration of how to respect the
U.S. flag.

“People can’t just throw it in the garbage,” she said,
“there is a way to properly dispose of it.”
According to Gangolf, she first offered the idea of
hosting a flag retirement ceremony a couple months
ago and the idea “went wild after that,” attracting
interest from a large number of people.
“We’re getting a good reception on this,” she said,
“it would be nice to have 100 people out there.”
An honorable means of disposal
The American Legion has a long history as a
national organization of burning American flags
as an honorable means of disposal. In
1937, the National Convention of the
American Legion adopted burning
as the “official ceremony for the
destruction of unserviceable
American Flags.” In 1944,

The American Legion in Lansing is located at
18255 Grant Street. (Photo: Melanie Jongsma)

the organization resolved that Flag Day, June 14, “be
recommended as the most appropriate day on which
to annually hold this ceremony.”
The United States Code says: “The flag, when it
is in such condition that it is no longer a fitting
emblem for display, should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning.”
Ceremony and patriotism
During this year’s ceremony in Lansing, Boy Scout
Troop 276 will demonstrate how to fold the American flag while the significance of each fold will be
explained. Those present at the ceremony will have
the chance to participate in the National Anthem,
the Pledge of Allegiance, and the singing of patriotic hymns. The event will also feature American
Legion representatives and others speaking on
the history and significance of the flag.
Each flag will be folded and burned one at a
time in a steel drum in the field. State flags
can be donated for retirement as well.
The American Legion post in Lansing has two flag disposal boxes
where flags can be dropped
off for proper retirement
throughout the year.
The American Legion
in Lansing is located at
18255 Grant Street.
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New Patti Leach Youth Center
director is focused on the future
Aneisha Titsworth wants kids to know she cares

opened in 1997, the Youth Center has been used by
Lansing youth for over 20 years. It hasn’t changed
LANSING, Ill. (May 27, 2019) – Even though she’s been
much since the 1990s, according to Titsworth, and
the Director of the Patti Leach Youth Center for only two the programming is currently less structured than
weeks, Aneisha Titsworth already knows the names of
she’d like. Her plans include having FAFSA nights for
many of the children who frequent the center. She says
high school seniors, having educational classes at the
hello to them and even greets some of them with a hug,
center, and implementing a schedule in August that
while introducing herself to those she hasn’t yet met.
would allow for homework and study time to blend
“I try to keep a good balance,” Titsworth said. “I’ll
with “fun” time.
step away to do work for a second, but I’ve been out
“When they come here, I want them to operate still
there playing four-square and Uno and balloon pop. I kind of how they operate at school,” Titsworth said.
want to be out there with the kids.”
“Like from 3:30 to 4:30, they’d be reading or doing
Titsworth has been working with youth for 12
homework or some kind of educational activity, and
years and was officially installed as the Youth Centhen we’d have a snack time at the concessions. …I
ter’s new director May 6. Since then, she’s settled in
want them to know this is a place for fun, but we’re
comfortably and hasn’t found much about the job she going to pour into you as much as possible.”
doesn’t like—apart from the outdated interior of the
Building community
building, which she’s planning on fixing up. To even
As a lifelong Lansing resident and former high
create her office, she had to clear out a storage room.
school teacher, Titsworth said she want to ensure
“My goal is to get as much fixed in the building as
the Youth Center is used to its fullest potential. She’s
possible and get it looking presentable,” Titsworth said.
been working to fill the center’s June calendar with
“We’re going to get some new furniture, some paint. I
activities, trips, and even fundraisers. She said she’s
really want the kids to be excited about what the place
already taken a bus load of new TF South graduates
looks like. I think that’ll really help in bringing them in.”
to Six Flags and is planning a summer shoe drive.
Cosmetic changes aren’t the only updates in store.
Once renovations are finished and the programming
Titsworth wants to utilize a disused stage and a
is full of activities, Titsworth said she’d love the oppor“multi-purpose” room, as well as create a teen lounge.
tunity to re-introduce Lansing to the Youth Center with
She said she’s applied for numerous grants to help
a ribbon-cutting ceremony. What’s even more importfund more cohesive after-school programs, as well
ant to her than the building, however, is earning the
as purchase a vehicle for the center so kids can go on
trust and admiration of the children who visit.
visits to Chicago and elsewhere.
“I know how it is with kids,” Titsworth said. “Some
“I want us to get on the road,” Titsworth said. “Not of them still need work [with opening up]. I definitethat we don’t love Lansing—because we do—but I
ly want them to come here and know that Aneisha
want to expose them to things they don’t know and
cares, you know?”
they’ve never seen.”
The Patti Leach Youth Center is located at 18123
BY JAMILYN HISKES

Above: Aneisha Titsworth has worked with youth for
12 years and is now the new Director of the Patti Leach
Youth Center. Below: The Patti Leach Youth Center on
Burnham Avenue opened in 1997 and has since been
visited over 100,000 times by Lansing youth, according to
its website. (Photos: Jamilyn Hiskes)

Pouring into youth
Purchased by the Village of Lansing in 1996 and

Burnham Avenue in Lansing. Year-long memberships
for Lansing children in 6th–12th grade are $10.

JANUARY-IN-JULY
MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL

Buy one 6-month fitness membership,
add a second person FREE!*

2550 178th Street, Lansing
708-474-8552

*Special valid from July 1 to July 31, 2019. Applies to any
membership category offering a twosome option.

Join now and renew in January with the
Buy-One-Get-One Annual Special!
25-YARD LAP POOL • SPARKLING WHIRLPOOL • TOASTY
CEDAR SAUNA • STEAM ROOMS • WATER FITNESS CLASSES •
FLOOR FITNESS CLASSES • SUNNY OUTDOOR TANNING PATIO
• FREE EQUIPMENT ORIENTATION • FULL SERVICE FITNESS
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Assistant Scoutmaster Chuck Murach
recognized for decades of service
BY CARRIE STEINWEG

Chuck received the District Award
of Merit for Boy Scouts in 1987, the
LANSING, Ill. (May 30, 2019) – When
Legion of Honor Award presented by
Chuck Murach was recognized for 75
the Marine Corps League, and the Lanyears of service at the recent Court
sing Special Volunteer Award in 2013.
of Honor Ceremony with Boy Scout
He’s been a member of St. Ann
Troop 276, he was a little confused.
Church since 1952 and is the chairMurach hasn’t been alive for that long, man of their maintenance committee.
so he wondered how they’d come up
Murach is also a member of American
with such an odd number when honor- Legion Post 697 and a past member of
ing him.
the Lansing Knights of Columbus.
It turns out they weren’t looking
A legacy of scouting
only at his impressive span of involve“I enjoy keeping the youth involved
ment in scouting, which began back
in the community and with the Legion
in 1954 when he joined Coolidge Cub
and that patriotism and leadership I
Scout Pack 26, but also including addisee develop,” he said. “We emphasize
tional years of service in the military
that not every scout is going to be a
and to the community. Murach has
leader, but they all have the opportumade an impact on countless youths
nity, and some really blossom. A lot of
in Lansing who have been involved in
scouts become successful in careers
scouting.
and the military and it’s fulfilling.”
A history of service
A passion for scouting is something
A history of Murach’s scouting years that seems to be inherited in the
was recited at the Court of Honor, and Murach family. Murach’s father was
it includes his introduction to scouting very involved in the scouting program
as a Cub Scout at Coolidge School 65
in Lansing, as was his son. He now has
years ago. After he crossed over to Boy a grandson who is involved in scoutScouts, he joined Troop 47 at St. Ann
ing in Mokena, and his son is serving
and later joined the Explorer program. as a leader. “Time has flown by. I am
In 1965 Chuck enlisted in the Army
amazed that my son is now a leader
and was a Nike-Hercules missile tech- and I have a grandson who is a scout.”
nician. He served a year in Germany
“Mr. Murach’s faithful leadership and
during his enlistment and was disguidance in Boy Scouts and especially
charged in 1968.
to Troop 276 has positively affected
In 1981, Chuck’s son became a Webelo the lives of well over 1,500 Boy Scouts,
scout and Chuck became the den leader. adults leaders, and families,” said Mike
He followed his son into Boy Scouts
Bergin, Committee Chair with Boy
where he served as the Assistant Scout- Scout Troop 276. “Every Scoutmaster
of Troop 276 could not have performed
master and still holds that title.

their role with out the dedicated support of Mr. Murach.
Mr. Murach performs so
many tasks for Troop 276,
and as Advancement Chair
he has recorded our history, our advancement, our
funding, and our successes
in turning young scouts into
outstanding adults.”
Murach also maintains a
group page for scouting families on Facebook where he
posts the group’s activities.
Troop 276
Troop 276 is turning 64
years old this year and has
had three chartering organizations—26 years at the
VFW, 17 years with School
Chuck Murach has contributed a combined 75 years
District 158, and 21 years
of service to his nation and his community.
with the American Legion,
(Photo: Maria Cabrera)
where meetings are currently held each Tuesday evening.
designed for ages 11 to 18. The active
Murach expressed gratitude
troop does one camping trip a month
to the American Legion for providing
and numerous projects throughout
space for meetings and a shed for
the year. One project that is met with
supplies.
a huge amount of enthusiasm is an
The troop has had 16 scoutmasannual visit to host a party for veterters and 76 scouts who have earned
ans at the Illinois Veterans Home in
the rank of Eagle Scout (with two
Manteno. Scouts serve food, distribute
more in the process of earning the
treats, and have raffles, and they help
rank). Murach has been recording
raise funds to hold the event.
the Troop’s history for over 35 years,
Boy Scout Troop 276 meets on Tuesand during that time 67 scouts have
day evenings at the American Legion,
earned Eagle Scout rank.
which is located at 18255 Grant Street
Boy Scout Troop 276 currently has
in Lansing, Illinois.
about 44 scouts, and new members
are always welcome. The program is

Opportunity
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TF South junior Bryan Hernandez takes first in state
Will represent Illinois in Collision Repair Technology nationals

A great year
“It’s been a great year for the Collision Repair program,” said Jorge
Navarette, who is the Applied Tech
Auto Teacher for District 215. “Bryan
was one of seven students to qualify
to compete at the state level. That’s
the most students that we’ve ever
had qualify.”
The fact that Hernandez is a junior
makes the accomplishment even
more significant—he is one of only
three juniors in Navarette’s career to
go to state. “Originally we planned
on him going down just as an observer, to observe the competition
and be prepared for senior year,”
Navarette told the Board, “—and he
took state!”

by Melanie Jongsma

LANSING, Ill. (May 28, 2019) - Bryan
Hernandez was recognized at the
District 215 Board of Education
meeting on May 28 as well as the
April 30 meeting. A junior at TF
South, Hernandez took first place in
Collision Repair Technology at the
state competition.
It is rare for a junior to win at
state, and now Hernandez will represent Illinois at the national level in a
competition at the end of June.

Competitive skills
Collision Repair Technology is one
of the competition categories offered
by SkillsUSA Illinois, a membership
association that serves high school,
college, and middle school students.
TF South junior Bryan Hernandez receives congratulations from members of the District
Representing Illinois
Information from the SkillsUSA
215 Board of Education. Hernandez will represent Illinois at the national Collision Repair
Hernandez will travel to Louisville,
website says they are “a partnership
Technology competition at the end of June. (Photo: Melanie Jongsma)
Kentucky,
to represent the state of
of students, teachers, and industry
Excellence and the National Automotive TechIllinois in the 55th annual National
working together to ensure America
nicians Education Foundation. Students’ work
Leadership and Skills Conference, which takes
has a skilled workforce.”
is timed and their skills are assessed at a series
place June 24–28. Illinois has never had a winner
In the Collision Repair Technology competiof workstations, in a written test, and in an
at the national level.
tion, students are given a task list outlined by
the National Institute for Automotive Service
interview.

Heritage Middle School honors excellent students
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY HERITAGE MIDDLE
SCHOOL

attitude, character, behavior, scholarship, and
attendance
The Heritage Excellence Award winners for FebruLANSING, Ill. (May 19, 2019) – Each month, teachers
ary, March, April, and May are pictured below.
at Heritage Middle School choose students to receive
The winning students receive an HEA certifia Heritage Excellence Award. The award designates
cate, a red Heritage Excellence t-shirt (which they
students who are role models in terms of positive
are encouraged to wear on any school day), a gift
February

From left: Joseph Kent (Principal), Arianna Pryor (fifth grade), Kevin Rincon (sixth grade),
Jaqueline Gutierrez (seventh grade), and Angela McDuffie (Assistant Principal). Not
pictured: Eighth grade winner, Ryan McElroy. (Photo provided)

March

From left: Principal Joseph Kent, fifth grader Audrey Casares, sixth grader Brooke Stone,
seventh grader Samantha Vazquez, eighth grader Sarahi Sida, and Assistant Principal
Angela McDuffie. (Photo provided)

certificate to Buffalo Wild Wings, and an Olive
Garden lunch with the Principal and Assistant Principal. Also, their picture is displayed for the entire
school year in the school’s HEA Excellence case
across from the school office.
Heritage Middle School is located at 19250 Burnham Avenue in Lansing, Illinois.

April

From left: Principal Joseph Kent, Jemani Bonaparte (fifth grade), Coryannah Hearns
(sixth grade), Jesse Terrazas (seventh grade), David Stewart (eighth grade), and Assistant
Principal Angela McDuffie. (Photo provided)

May

From left: Principal Joseph Kent, fifth grader Mary Adegboye, sixth grader Ayomide
Ajide, seventh grader Jerina John, eighth graders Makayla Smith and Nicholas Calderon,
and Assistant Principal Angel McDuffie. (Photo provided)
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Boz Hot Dogs celebrates 50th anniversary
BY MATTHEW J. SPLANT

LANSING, Ill. (May 30, 2019) –
Since 1969 Boz Hot Dogs has been
a staple in the region. It began
when the Hart and the Banks families opened the first one. Today
there are 10 locations in Lansing,
Thornton, Hazel Crest, Dyer (Indiana), Bourbonnais, Morris, Steger,
and Kankakee.
On May 24 all locations celebrated their 50th anniversary by
having discounted food and raffle
drawings. The grand prize was
a 50” flat screen TV. Other raffle
prizes included $5 gift certificates, Boz anniversary t-shirts,
and Pepsi merchandise. A stream
of customers kept the staff busy
and filled the seats at the Lansing
location.
A family business
Bob and Carol Bollacker are
the owners of the Lansing and Dyer locations.
Founded in 1984 by Bob’s mom and dad, Sue and
Bob Sr., the Lansing location was bought by Bob
and Carol in April 2014. In 2016 they purchased
the Dyer location when it came up for sale. Bob

Owners Carol and Bob Bollacker
celebrated the 50th anniversary of Boz
Hot Dogs on May 24. The Bollackers
bought the Lansing location from
Bob’s mom, Sue Bollacker (right) in
2014. In 2016 they also purchased
a location in Dyer, Indiana. (Photo:
Matthew J Splant)

and Carol, high school sweethearts, were previously a printer and a school teacher, respectively,
and they had decided it was time for a change.
More than hot dogs
Recently they added milk shakes and soft serve

From left: Dr. Cameron Harvey, Vice President of Academics; Assistant Professor and
Master’s graduate Amaryah LaBeff; and Bachelor’s graduates Felis Mubibya, Hannah
Lanier, and Kristian Black. (Photo provided)

ice cream cones to the Lansing
menu. And Lansing residents
will see the Boz food truck at
events like Cruise Nights and
Autumn Fest. Plus, they’ve
added GrubHub as a delivery
service.
Sue wants everyone to know,
“We are not just hot dogs. We
have pizza bread, sloppy joes,
egg salad sandwiches, hamburgers, and garden salads.”
Additionally, “We are a mom
and pop store in the end and
want a very personable environment for our customers.”
Boz Hot Dogs’ Lansing Location is at 2513
Ridge Road, Lansing, Illinois.
Boz Hot Dogs’ Dyer Location is at 1205 Sheffield Avenue, Dyer, Indiana.

Fire Lieutenant Russ Boersma
retires after 42 years

Graduating class travels to Visible Music
College commencement ceremony
Memphis, Tennessee, hosts 4 Lansing grads and 15
Memphis grads at 19th Visible commencement
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (May 26, 2019) – The Lansing campus of Visible Music College
is a satellite of the school’s main campus in Memphis, Tennessee. The 2016 class
was the first to graduate from the Lansing campus, and representatives from
that class traveled to Memphis for graduation. But this year, on May 11, the
entire graduating class made the trip from Illinois to Tennessee:
• Kristian Black (of Lansing, Illinois) earned a Bachelor of Applied Arts in
Music Production
• Hannah Lanier (of Crawfordville, Florida) earned a Bachelor of Applied Arts
in Music Production
• Felis Mubibya (of Merrillville, Indiana) earned a Bachelor of Applied Arts in
Modern Music, Vocals
• Amaryah LaBeff (of Homewood, Illinois) earned a Master of Arts in Leadership, Music Business
LaBeff, one of the first
three students to earn
a Master’s degree from
Visible, also serves as an assistant professor of Modern
Music, Songwriting at the
Lansing campus.
Black, a TF South alum,
was honored as the undergraduate valedictorian and
gave a speech encouraging
his fellow graduates.
The Lansing campus of
Visible Music College is
located at 3404 Lake Street
in Lansing, Illinois.

On the occasion of his retirement, Lt. Russ Boersma, accompanied by his wife Alice,
receives a plaque from the Lansing Fire Department. (Photo: Melanie Jongsma)
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

LANSING, Ill. (May 28, 2019) – “He was a fixture in our fire department for over
40 years,” said Fire Chief Chad Kooyenga at the May 21 Village Board meeting.
“To be exact, it was 42 years of service to the Village of Lansing.” Kooyenga
invited paid-on-call firefighter Russ Boersma to the front of the room to be
acknowledged and thanked on the occasion of his retirement.
Kooyenga shared with the Board and the public some highlights from Boersma’s years as a Lansing firefighter:
• His career began in 1976. (“Just for perspective, I was four years old at that
time,” said Kooyenga.)
• He became a member of the Honor Guard when it was established in 2001.
• In 2004 he received a commendation for rescuing a mother and child
during a fire in a high-rise apartment building.
• The Knights of Columbus
named him Firefighter of
the Year in 2005.
Illinois State Statute makes 65
the mandatory retirement age
for firefighters; otherwise “Russ
would still probably be out here
fighting fires,” said Kooyenga.
Boersma was presented with
a plaque honoring his 42 years
of service. It is a fire service
tradition to give a retiring firefighter his helmet, so Kooyenga
presented Boersma with that
as well.
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Blanco

A Funeral Mass for Jose Blanco was held
on June 1, 2019 at St. Elizabeth Seton Church
with Rev. William Corcoran officiating.
Mr. Blanco was born October 4, 1959 and
died May 24, 2019. He was the husband of
Aleksandra (née Haber); father of Alejandro
and Monica Blanco; brother of Louis (Juana)
Blanco, Juan (Maria) Blanco, Estela (Jose) Alvarez, and Beto Blanco.
Interment was at Resurrection Cemetery.
Arrangements were entrusted to Thornridge
Funeral Home (Janusz Family Funeral Service).

DAVIS

A memorial service for Lori Ann Davis
was held Saturday, May 25, 2019 at Smits,
DeYoung-Vroegh Funeral Home in South
Holland, IL with Rev. Michael Udoekong officiating.
Ms. Davis was born September 16, 1962
and passed away May 19, 2019. Daughter
of Robert and Rose Ann Davis (nee Miller).
Sister of Lisa Davis. Significant other to Jose
Ferrer.
Arrangements were entrusted to Smits,
DeYoung-Vroegh Funeral Home, South Holland, IL.

Freeland

A Funeral Service for Nathaniel Freeland
will be held on June 7, 2019 at Thornridge
Funeral Home with Rev. Dr. Preston R. Winfrey officiating.
Mr. Freeland was born September 27, 1936
and died May 26, 2019. He was the husband
of Alice (nee Harden); father of Cindy Tucker, Cedric Freeland, Crystal Freeland, Favor
Freeland, Johnny Freeland and Myra Smith;
grandfather of P.J., Steven, Cristopher, Josh,
Alicia, La Chris, Maxine and Awna “Marsahana” Horn; brother of Wylena Jackson and
Jeanette Crossland.
Interment will be at Mount Glenwood
Memory Gardens South. Arrangements are
entrusted to Thornridge Funeral Home (Janusz Family Funeral Service).

Hinc

A Memorial Service for Thomas P. “Tom”
Hinc was held on May 29, 2019 at Thornridge Funeral Home with Deacon Jim Renwick officiating.

Obituaries

Mr. Hinc was born July 18, 1952 and died
May 24, 2019. He was the husband of Cynthia (nee Menanteaux); father of Benjamin
Hinc and Lauren (Robert) Pytel; uncle of
Emily (Danny) Schwab and David Hinc.
Interment was private. Arrangements
were entrusted to Thornridge Funeral Home
(Janusz Family Funeral Service).

IBARRA

A funeral mass for Ruben Ibarra was held
Friday, May 31, 2019 at St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church in Harvey, IL with Rev. Edward Romanski officiating.
Mr. Ibarra was born November 10, 1988
and passed away May 24, 2019. Son of Flugencio Ibarra and Patricia Ibarra. Husband
of Maria Floriano. Father of Anamary and
Delilah Giselle Ibarra. Grandson of Maria T.
and Ruben L. Ibarra, and Artemio and Josefina Cerrato.
Interment was at Memory Lane Cemetery, Crown Point, IN. Arrangements were
entrusted to Smits Funeral Home, Dyer, IN.

MILLER

A funeral service for June L. Miller (nee
Tatgenhorst) was held Tuesday, May 28, 2019
at Smits, DeYoung-Vroegh Funeral Home in
South Holland, IL with Deacon Jim Renwick
officiating.
Ms. Miller was born August 23, 1924 and
passed away May 23, 2019. Wife of the late
Eugene Miller. Mother of Patricia (William)
Bandstra. Grandmother of one late grandchild. Sister of Virginia (late Meryl) Powell.
Interment was at Assumption Cemetery,
Glenwood, IL. Arrangements were entrusted to Smits, DeYoung-Vroegh Funeral
Home, South Holland, IL.

Pecka

A Funeral Service for Carolyn T. Pecka was
held on June 4, 2019 at Thornridge Funeral
Home with Deacon Tim Springer officiating.
Mrs. Pecka (nee Lupescu) was born December 5, 1942 and died May 30, 2019.
She was the wife of James; mother of Russell Kubin, Jacqueline Sajpel, and Katherine (Hector) Hernandez; grandmother of
Christine Sajpel, Matthew (Christy) Sajpel,
Cody Hernandez, and Colton Hernandez;
great-grandmother of Eli Noland and Evie
Sajpel; sister of Brian (Carolyn) and Norman

LOCAL CHURCHES

(To be added, email ericaw@myshopper.biz)

(Cindy) Lupescu; sister-in-law of Eleanor
Lupescu.
Interment was at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. Arrangements were entrusted to
Thornridge Funeral Home (Janusz Family
Funeral Service).

Sexson

A Funeral Service for Helen R. Sexson was
held on June 1, 2019 at Redeemer Lutheran
Church with Rev. Scot Turnbull officiating.
Mrs. Sexson (née Roksandich) was born
April 22, 1927 and died May 25, 2019. She
was the mother of Susan (Donald) Thurner;
grandmother of Derek and Wesley (Claudia) Thurner; great-grandmother of Westin
Thurner.
Interment was at Mount Hope Cemetery.
Arrangements were entrusted to Thornridge Funeral Home (Janusz Family Funeral Service).

WICK

A funeral service for Edward Wick was
held Friday, May 24, 2019 at Smits, DeYoungVroegh Funeral Home in South Holland, IL
with Rev. Michael Udoekong officiating.
Mr. Wick was born January 28, 1928
and passed away May 22, 2019. Husband
of Elaine Wick (nee Messerschmidt). Father of Linda Clarke, Tom (Betty) Wick,
Jeff (Jan) Wick and Karen (Scott Shockley)
Wick. Grandfather of seven grandchildren
and eight great-grandchildren. Preceded in
death by seven sisters and four brothers.
Interment was at Oakland Memory Lanes,
Dolton, IL. Arrangements were entrusted
to Smits, DeYoung-Vroegh Funeral Home,
South Holland, IL.

ZDANOVICS

A funeral service for Tatjana Zdanovics
(nee Ralcewitsch) was held Sunday, May
26, 2019 at Smits, DeYoung-Vroegh Funeral
Home in South Holland, IL with Pastor Brian
Kamstra officiating.
Ms. Zdanovics was born October 24,
1932 and passed away May 20, 2019. Wife
of the late George Zdanovics. Mother of
Olga Zdanovics and Marge (Paul) Woodson.
Grandmother of two.
Arrangements were entrusted to Smits,
DeYoung-Vroegh Funeral Home, South Holland, IL.

BETHEL CHURCH
BETHEL CHURCH

3500 Glenwood-Lansing Road, Lansing
708-474-9226
PASTOR CAL AARDSMA

WORSHIP SERVICES
9:30am and 5:00pm
Church School—9:45am

3440 178th Street, Lansing
708-474-5400

WORSHIP SERVICES

Sunday School ...............................9:30am
Sunday Worship .........................10:30am

3134 Ridge Road, Lansing
708-474-9610
www.firstchurchpca.org
BEN KAPPERS, PASTOR

WORSHIP SERVICES

Morning Worship ....................... 9:30am
Sunday School .............................11:00am
Evening Worship......................... 5:30pm

GRACE
CHURCH

2740 Indiana Avenue, Lansing
708-474-0180
info@gracechurchlansing.org
www.gracechurchlansing.org

WORSHIP SERVICES

Sunday...........................................10:00am
Wednesday ..................................10:00am

The Lansing Journal runs full obituaries with photos in our daily online news (thelansingjournal.com) as we
receive information from funeral homes both local and out-of-state. For $100, we can also include a version of
the notice and photo in our upcoming monthly print edition. Interested families can contact The Lansing Journal
directly, or ask your funeral home to do so.

ji

Sun shines on First Christian Church
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

unpredictable, making
LANSING, Ill. (June 2,
it difficult to
2019) – First Christian
plan outdoor
Church was blessed
events.
with sunny skies on
The offithe morning of their
cial address
outdoor Praise in the
of Lan-Oak
Park service at Lan
Park is 180th
Oak Park. The park
Street and
grounds were still
Arcadia
saturated from May’s
Avenue, but
record rainfalls, and
the park—
the grass was tall in
Lansing’s
the low spots where
largest—acpark district mowers
tually fills
didn’t dare to ride,
the entire
but 60 church memblock bebers gathered in the
tween 178th
large gazebo, ready for
and 180th
praise, prayer, preachStreets,
ing, and a picnic.
between
Volunteers fired up
Arcadia and
Parishioners keep the grills going during the worship service, in order to be ready for
a grill on each of the
Oakley Avpicnicking afterward. (Photo: Melanie Jongsma)
south corners of the
enues. Park
shelter in preparation
permits may
for a picnic lunch following the service.
be obtained at the park district offices at the Eisenhower
“Thank the Lord it quit raining,” said the preacher to
Fitness Center, 2550 178th Street in Lansing. Call 708-474the people, who responded with Amens and applause.
8552 for more information.
This spring’s weather has been not only rainy, but also

LYNWOOD UNITED
REFORMED CHURCH
1990 E. Glenwood-Dyer Road, Lynwood
708-474-4100
www.LynwoodURC.org
REV. NICK ALONS PASTOR

WORSHIP SERVICES
9:30am and 5:00pm

MT. ZION
UFL CENTER

2340 177th Street, Lansing
708-858-8912

SATURDAY BIBLE STUDY
12:00 pm, free vegetarian lunch follows

2244 Indiana Avenue, Lansing
708-474-9576 • www.oakglenurc.org
FB: Oak Glen United Reformed Church

WORSHIP SERVICES

Morning Worship ....................... 9:30am
Sunday School .............................11:00am
Evening Worship.........................5:00pm
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Vehicle sticker late fees help fund road repairs
But residents can avoid fees by purchasing stickers before June 30
by Jennifer Yos

LANSING, Ill. (May 29, 2019) - Stickers are required
for all residents’ vehicles that run on Lansing streets
and highways, including vehicles that are not currently in use and are stored within the Village of
Lansing. Leased and company-owned vehicles need
stickers as well.
Vehicle stickers must be purchased and displayed
before July 1—in the lower passenger-side corner
of a car windshield, or on the license plate of a
motorcycles.
The penalty for missing the June 30 deadline is
stiff: stickers purchased between July 1 and July 31

will be doubled in price; those bought August 1 or
later will be tripled. In addition, failure to purchase
and display a sticker on your vehicle could result in
a $100 ticket. Lansing Police Chief Murrin cautions
that the police do a “blitz” three times a year, covering every beat each time, looking specifically for
vehicle registration violations. In January of this year
they issued 138 tickets, and in February 421 tickets
for vehicle registration
violations alone.
Sticker procrastinators might appreciate
knowing that late
fees help the Village.

Lansing Voices

thoughtful opinions from Journal readers
The Lansing Journal is a community newspaper. We welcome input from readers
who have thoughtful things to say about topics that are important to our community. In publishing these writings, we hope to encourage respectful conversation even in the face of disagreement. Send submissions to info@thelansingjournal.com with “Voices” in the subject line.

Lansing Fire Department administration
receives approval for reorganization
by Jennifer Yos

LANSING, Ill. (May 29, 2019) - At the May 7, 2019, Village Board meeting,
Firefighter John Grady was sworn in as the Lansing Fire Department’s
second Deputy Chief, returning to a fire department administration that
includes two assistants to the chief. Deputy Chief Mike Templeman currently serves and has served as Deputy Fire Chief since 2015. He has been
in charge of day-to-day operations, equipment, and EMS. According to Fire
Chief Chad Kooyenga, Templeman plans to retire mid-summer, but Deputy
Chief Grady ‘s appointment, was not effected to take Templeman’s place.
Instead, the Lansing Fire Department intends to maintain two Deputy
Fire Chiefs, one for operations, fulfilling duties that Templeman currently
fulfills, and one for training, for which Grady was hired. Lansing Fire Chief
Chad Kooyenga believes that a return to two deputy chiefs will fill in all the
gaps for any weaknesses in training.

What are you missing?

Nostalgia

THOUGHTFUL COMMENTS SUBMITTED BY Ronald Kingsbury

My name is Ronald Kingsbury. I am 82 years old and lived in Lansing from
1940 to 1953. I attended Calvin Coolidge Grade School, Memorial Junior High
School, and the Thornton Fractional High School that was in Calumet City.
Growing up in Lansing during those years was great.
We lived on Ridge Road while they were building the theater, and we lived on
176th Street when they first started building the super highway that started east
at Wentworth Avenue. We used to fish and swim in the old clayhole.
We also lived on Sherman Avenue right behind the old lumber yard. When we
had a date, we would go out to what we called “the sweetwoods,” also called the
Thornton Woods.
I was hit by a car while playing baseball right in front of our house on Sherman, and back then that was put in the Lansing Journal! My best friend Wayne
Schultz and I used to deliver the Hammond Times around the area. We worked
for Mr. Dockweiler whose office was behind the drug store on Ridge Road.
I could go on forever about Lansing, but I will close for now.
Ronald Kingsbury, formerly of Lansing, Illinois

If you rely on only the monthly print issue of The Lansing Journal to stay upto-date on Lansing news, you’re missing a lot. We can’t fit all the news into the
pages of this paper, so each month we make selections about what goes in.
Some things we didn’t have room for in this issue—
• 12 Lansing obituaries
• News about a pet adoption event and Secret Life of Pets 2 opening
• The fun hometown connection Jen Polley and Jamie Cleveland made in Texas
• A report on the Memorial Day service led by the Lansing Veterans Memorial Ceremonial Honor Guard
Don’t miss out—subscribe to our online version as well. Each morning you’ll receive an email with 3–6
headlines of stories that published overnight: www.thelansingjournal.com/new/subscibe

Considering a Move?
Call Cathy & Jim Higgins

• Complimentary Market Evaluation
• We’ll Provide Answers to all of your
Real Estate Questions
• We’ll Advise you on what you need to
do to get your home ready for sale!
•
•
•
•

We’ll take you step by step through the entire process!
Experts in the coordination of your Sale & next Purchase!
Licensed in Illinois & Indiana for your convenience
We are committed to the highest standards of
Professionalism, Integrity & Client Service.
• Put our Experience to work for you!

See what we do at www.CathyHiggins.com
Email: Cathyah@aol.com
Call: 708-828-3304
We Sold 170 + Homes the Past 2 Years For a Reason!

According to Village Finance Department Treasurer Arlette Frye, all monies for vehicle registration
sticker fees and fines go into the Village General
Fund, out of which the street maintenance budget
is financed. The vehicle registration sticker fees and
fines contribute to, but in no way completely fund,
street maintenance. In 2018, the Village spent a total
of $3,855,933 on street repairs and maintenance.

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Residential electrician specializing in old homes.
Small jobs no problem. Emergency service available.
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Senior Discount 10%
Free Estimates*
South Holland, IL • 708-822-7758

*Restrictions Apply
Install circuit breakers. Small jobs o.k. Licensed & Insured.

MONTHLY

SPECIAL

15% OFF Labor*

REX’s ANTIQUES
FREE ESTATE APPRAISALS - TRUSTED HOUSE CALLS
WE ALWAYS PAY A FAIR MARKET PRICE
FIREARMS
Curios · Relics
Old Shotguns
Modern Weapons
WAR SOUVENIRS
Helmets - Daggers ·
Medals Wings · Pins Badges
Swords - Knives
German Uniforms
ART GLASS
Tiffany · Struben
Loetz · Durand
FURNITURE
Dining Room Sets
Bedroom Sets
Hall Trees · Floor

Lamps
Hoosier Cabinets
Bookcases · Curio
Cabinets
China Cabinets ·
Oriental Rugs
Fine Table Lamps
ART WORK
Bronzes · Oil Paintings
Water Colors · Etchings
Statuary · Pottery · Fine
Sterling
COINS
All Silver & Gold Coins
Indian Head Pennies
Bullion Pieces
GLASSWARE

Depression · Fiesta
Pedal Cars · Barbies
Carnival · Fine Crystal
GI Joes
Fine Pottery · Crocks
MISCELLANEOUS
Stoneware · Hummels
ITEMS
JEWELRY
Fountain Pens ·
Diamonds · Fine
Postcards
Costume
Clocks · Old Photos
Sterling · Gold Rings
Political Items
Hat Pins · Wrist
Guitars & Amps
Watches
Slot Machines ·
Pocket Watches
Jukeboxes
TOYS
Beer Signs · Old Quilts
Cars & Trucks
Children’s Items
Wind-Up Toys
Neon Clocks
Pre-1960 Dolls · Banks
Old Tapestry
Marbles · Slot Cars
Old Shaving Gear
Robots
Advertising Items

REX NEWELL is a professional speaker and appraiser with over 20 years experience. Rex is a noted speaker
at libraries, historical societies, banks, YMCAs, church and senior citizen organizations, and has been a guest
speaker on FOX TV. Feel free to call with confidence.

WE SPECIALIZE IN

1950s MODERN
FURNITURE
Herman Miller ·
Heywood
Wakefield · Knoll

WE SPECIALIZE IN

WE SPECIALIZE IN

Paintings - Etchings
- Prints

Rolex · Omega · Cartier
Patek Phillipe ·
Hamilton Audemars
Piguet · Gruen
Bulova · Waltham
Longines · Corum

ART WORK

TIMEPIECES

CALL REX NEWELL • 708-868-5428 • 219-513-0715

Advantage Steam
CARPET, UPHOLSTERY, & AIR DUCT CLEANING

No
Personal
Checks

708-349-6131

No Hidden Changes Most Furniture Moved Deep Soil Extraction
FREE Pre-Spotter FREE Deodorizer Truck Mount Unit Quick Drying Time
Insured & Bonded All Work Guaranteed

ANY ROOM

DEEP

CLEANED

$

17

00

Per Room
• 2 Room Minimum
• L-Shaped and Great
Rooms Count as 2

WHOLE
HOUSE

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING
CHAIR
$

15

LOVE SEAT
2 CUSHION
$

Removes up to 96% Of All
Dust, Dirt, Pollen, Mold
Spores & Animal Dander

25 $

SOFA
3 CUSHION

DUCT
CLEANING

$

30

85

00

Unlimited Registers
Single Furnace Home

A+

Rating with
BBB

A+

Rating with
Angie’s List

SPECIALIZING IN SAFE, HIGH-QUALITY CLEANING FOR YOUR
• CARPET • UPHOLSTERY • AIR DUCTS

Loubelle’s

‘For People Who Really Care About Their Dogs’

OVER 40 YEARS

CUSTOM GROOMING
By professionals with 35 years experience

BOARDING ALL BREEDS
Private Indoor & Outdoor Runs, Radiant Heat,
Air Conditioning, 24-Hour FM Music,
Attendant On Duty 24-Hours a Day

DAY CARE FOR DOGS
Recommended By Veterinarians

HOURS:
MON.-FRI. 7:00 A.M.-12:00 noon;
2:00 P.M. - 6:30 P.M.
SAT. 8:00 A.M.-12:00 noon
CLOSED SUNDAYS & HOLIDAYS

16440 State Street
South Holland, IL

(708) 333-6200

Support your community newspaper: thelansingjournal.com/news/support
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LOOP Bike Ride moves
from summer to fall
Chamber switches gears for
seventh annual ride
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

LANSING, Ill. (June 5, 2019) – The LOOP Bicycle Ride is a flexible tradition
in Lansing. When the Lansing Area Chamber organized the very first LOOP,
it was an overnight tour—Lansing Overnight On Pedals. In following years,
the ride was moved to earlier hours to allow more families to participate.
The route has varied as well, giving riders different scenery as they pedal
through Lansing.
But weather has demanded the most flexibility from participants. Until
this year, the Chamber has always scheduled the LOOP Bicycle Ride in July,
and about half of the events have seen perfect biking weather. The other
half though, have included sweltering heat, oppressive humidity, occasional
lightning, and heavy rain.
So this year the Chamber has decided to try a fall LOOP, hoping for stable
weather. The chosen date is September 21, a Saturday, probably around
5:00pm.
Details are being finalized, and registration is not open yet, but Chamber
Director Amy Todd will provide pricing and deadline information as the fall
date approaches.

FOX POINTE BACKYARD SPECIAL

Enjoy the concert
with ice cream and conversation—
you can hear the music from our parlor!
EVERY WEDNESDAY THIS SUMMER

Concert-Night Coupon

1 Free Muddle

nk
(We thibe
you’ll

hooked
ne)
after o

Coupon good only on Wednesdays in June, July, and August 2019
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VILLAGE WIDE
Lansing hosts community-wide
garage sale
GARAGE SALE MAP
Shoppers can visit 95 garages
on Saturday, June 8, 8:00am–4:00pm
June 8, 2019 | 8AM – 4PM

Garage Sale locations
North of Ridge Road
Page 1 of 2

44 garage sales NORTH of Ridge Road

Garage Sale locations
South of Ridge Road
Page 2 of 2

VILLAGE WIDE
GARAGE SALE MAP
June 8, 2019 | 8AM – 4PM

51 garage sales SOUTH of Ridge Road

Also on June 8—First summer Cruise Night and Cruise Night Concert
LANSING, Ill. (May 31, 2019) - In addition to the community-wide garage sale, June 8 is also Lansing’s first
Cruise Night of 2019. Car enthusiasts who also enjoy
garage sale-ing may choose to come to Lansing early to

shop for bargains before cruising Ridge Road. Cruise
Night officially runs from 5:00–9:00pm.
Lansing Association for Community Events (LACE)
sponsors three Cruise Nights each summer. This year’s

Cruise Nights will each end with a themed concert at
Fox Pointe. The June 8 Cruise Night Concert will begin
at 8:30pm and feature 50s and 60s music from The
Meteors (www.themeteors.org).
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Fox Pointe,

to stand up from their chairs to clap and dance, and
most of this year’s Fox Pointe events. The Village is
some
even
moved
to
the
very
front
of
the
lawn
to
using this year to iron out logistics, develop policies,
from page 1
get closer to the band. While Greco sang his heart
and build recognition. As early as next year, Fox
Rod Viper—encouraged people to sing along, while
out and Rhoads shredded effortlessly through bePointe events may require paid admission. Toward
loved
Van
Halen
and
Guns
N’
Roses
riffs,
the
crowd
that end, Village Communications Director Ken
the kickdrum played by Kidd Khaos thumped away in
cheered
and
applauded.
Reynolds said that plans to put a permanent fence
every chest.
around Fox Pointe are moving forward.
As the show progressed with well-known 80s hits
Good vibes
After the last guitar chord was strummed, attendsuch as Bon Jovi’s “Livin’ On A Prayer,” Def Leppard’s
Before playing “Sweet Child O’ Mine,” Greco said
ees
began to flow out of the venue, many of them
“Pour Some Sugar On Me,” and Ozzy Osbourne’s
from the stage, “Can we get everybody to stand up
smiling.
Others lingered for several minutes to either
for this song?” The crowd responded by doing just
“Crazy Train,” Fox Pointe came alive. People began
meet
members
of the band or mingle with each
that, and almost everyone remained standing for the
other,
laughing
and strengthening neighborly bonds.
last hour of the show. The dancing, fist-pumping and
Through beloved Van Halen and Guns N’ Roses riffs,
Lots
of
expectant,
curious people came to Fox
cheering got more enthusiastic as the night went on,
the crowd cheered and applauded. (Photo: Jamilyn
Pointe
that
night,
and
even more happy people left.
proving just how unifying good music can be.
Hiskes)
Besides enjoying the show, event attendees also
About Fox Pointe
discussed Fox Pointe—what they thought of the venue,
Located at 18138 Henry St., Fox Pointe will host
how they believed the night was going. The general
events and entertainment every Wednesday night
consensus—especially when it got dark enough to turn this summer, as well as several weekends. For more
the pavilion and band shell lights on—was that the
information or to book the venue for an event, email
venue was beautiful, and the event was well-run. Feed- director Tony Troncozo at ttroncozo@villageoflanback regarding the food, the amount of security and the sing.org or visit www.foxpointe.org.
music was overwhelmingly positive. While there were
some tailgaters before the
event and some attendees
“Can we get everybody to stand up for this song?” asked singer Pete Greco—and the
disregarding Fox Pointe’s
crowd responded. (Photo: Melanie Jongsma)
no smoking policy, everyone from toddlers to
retirees appeared to have
a great night.
Future plans
This event was free
to the public, as will be

W LT’S

82

nd

Anniversary
Celebration!

SALE DATES: WED. JUNE 5th thru TUES. JUNE 11th, 2019
New
Crop

Fresh

Broccoli
Crowns

82

Indiana Kitchen “All Natural” Pork
Lean & Meaty

Pork
Shoulder Steaks
Value Pack

$ 82
Lb

Our Country Bakery
From

Walt’s Own
Chocolate or White
Buttercream Iced

Wheat
Bread Cake
Slices
1 Lb. Loaf
2 Pk. Pre-Packaged

1

$ 82

Strawberries
1 Lb. Pkg.

$ 82

Lb.

Walt’s Own Fresh Baked
Honey Cracked

Driscoll’s Finest
Sweet

1

¢

1

View Our Ad & Current Values
at www.waltsfoods.com

1

$ 82

Best Choice/Pleasant View

Milk
•2% Reduced Fat •1% Lowfat

Walt’s “All Natural” Fresh

Chicken Breast
Tenders
3 Lb. Pkgs. or More

2

$ 82

Lb.

From Our Deli Hut

Walt’s Signature Premium

Kretschmar
Beef Top Round

Ham
London
•Polish •Baked •Off the Bone
•Brown Sugar Honey
Broil

4

$ 82

$2.41 1/2 Lb.

$3.41 1/2 Lb.

Lb.

Limit 2 Total

82

Limit 2 Total, Add’l. $1.19

Best Choice

Dean’s Premium

8 Oz.

48 Oz.

Whipped
Topping

82

¢

•Gatorade
32 Oz.
•Propel
Water
24 Oz.

82

¢

Lb.

Dutch Farms Regular

American
Cheese
Singles
12 Oz.

1

6

$ 82

•Skim Fat Free
Gallon

$ 82

No
Added
Hormones

¢

Ice
Cream

the right agent is
the right move

2

2000

$ 82

Maria eng
call me direct:

•Jays Potato Chips
10 Oz.
•Snyder’s
Pretzels
16 Oz.

1

$ 82

Must Buy 2. Single Item Price $2.49 Ea.

219-682-6497

mariaeng@remax.net
www.mariaeng.illinoisproperty.com

When You Buy 2

Licensed in
illinois & indiana
Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated

Thank you for the opportunit y to
ser ve you wit h your real estate needs.

Let’s find your new home—happy father’s day!
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In Florence, Italy,
Sandy and Robert
DeVries allow Michelangelo’s
David to read The Lansing
Journal over their shoulders,
though he doesn’t seem particularly interested in Lansing news.
(Photo: Elena Fulceri, “Our Florence tour guide”)
“Aloha from Hawaii!” says
Connie Simon (left), pictured with Kathy Lackey. “Yes,
those are pay phones.” (Photo:
Libbey)
The Lansing Journal traveled to The Alamo in San
Antonio, Texas, on Sunday, May
26, with Jenny Polley and Jamie
Cleveland. A random tourist
snapped the photo, and Jenny
immediately texted it to The
Lansing Journal.

2

3

John and
June
Cole enjoyed
a beautiful
day on Cape Cod Bay during their visit
to Yarmouth, Massachusetts. They
were the only people there with a copy
of The Lansing Journal. “The photo was
taken by a woman who was enjoying a
walk and offered to take our photo. She
was a friendly woman.” says June.
Saturday afternoons are busy
at Barber Rick’s, but owner Rick
Pierce (standing) offers customers
like Rick Anthony the latest issue of
The Lansing Journal to pass the time.
Barber Rick’s is an official distribution
point for The Lansing Journal, where
customers and stylists discuss politics, sports, and business in Lansing
and beyond. Barber Rick’s provides a
full range of hair services for women
and men from their location at 17851
Torrence Avenue.

4

3

Lan Oak
LiquOr

Vierk’s
LiquOr

Lowest prices in town!
Friendly employees

18054 Torrence Avenue
Lansing IL

3439 Ridge Road
Lansing IL

708-474-6141

1800 TEQUILA
SILVER, GOLD & COCONUT
375ml

Buy 2 for $21.99
mix & match

708-474-6143
R&R
WHISKEY
1.75lt

GILBEY’S VODKA

SEAGRAM’S VODKA

$10.99

$15.99

1.75lt

$14.99
750ml

1.75lt

D’USSE
COGNAC

$8.99

375ml

$20.99
THE GLENLIVET
FOUNDERS RESERVE
SVEDKA VODKA
375ml

750ml

$25.99

Buy 2 for $7.99

CIROC APPLE, MANGO, FRENCH VANILLA,
SUMMER COLADA

SAUZA TEQUILA
SILVER & GOLD

BACARDI
SILVER & GOLD

$22.99

$8.99

$19.99

750ml

LAN OAK LIQUORS
MON-THU 10 AM to 10:30 PM
FRI-SAT 10:00 PM to MIDNIGHT
SUN NOON - 10:30 PM

750ml

1.75lt

SPECIALS
SEE STORE FOR MORE PRODUCTS

VIERK’S LIQUOR
MON-THU 8:00 AM to 10:00 PM
FRI-SAT 8:00 PM to 10:30 PM
SUN NOON - 10:00 PM
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Village Treasurer Arlette Frye and
her husband Joe traveled to Alaska
this spring, bringing Lansing news with
them. Since Denali is the third most
prominent peak on Earth (after Everest and Aconcagua), this may mark the
highest heights The Lansing Journal has
reached to date! (Photo: Helpful tourist)
Fred Seibel, TF South math teacher, relaxed over spring break in
Apollo Beach, Florida (with trusty
Sofia nearby), but he couldn’t leave
home completely behind—he brought
The Lansing Journal to read poolside.
(Photo: Patti Seibel)
Joyce Wieringa celebrated her 60th
birthday in Scottsdale, Arizona,
and the celebration included sharing

7

8

The Lansing Journal with family and
friends. Pictured are (standing) Amanda
Ooms, Vicky Keslin, Renee Wieringa,
and (seated) Joyce Wieringa and Melissa
Wieringa. “The photographer was one
of the employees at the resort we were
staying at in Scottsdale,” says Joyce.
ECHO students and staff join
Trustee Maureen Grady-Perovich
for lunch at Lynnie Ques following
their tour of the Lansing Municipal
Airport. ECHO (Exceptional Children Have Opportunities) is a special
education joint agreement that serves
families in 17 school districts, including Lansing. (“I don’t know who took
the photo,” said Maureen. “Possibly
Pam from the airport.”)

9

8

9

a library of editable vector maps
We provide the base
file. You take it to the
next level.

Kids Zone DJ
Sponsored by the
Lansing Lions Club

Art, Foo
Craft Vend, &
dors

Beer and
Wine Zone

27
Y
L
U
AY, J m
D
R
p
U
SAT 0–10:30
3:3

Most maps are free for
personal use.
Cick on the Request
Map button to ask for
something specific.

Live Music
by Little Giant

at Fox Pointe Pavilion!

openvectormaps.com

14 | June 5, 2019 | The Lansing Journal

Every community deserves a good newspaper

Dominique Harness seeks to ‘create, empower, and
motivate’ girls of all ages
BY KATIE ARVIA

CHICAGO HEIGHTS, Ill. (June 1, 2019) – Create, empower, and motivate: these are three principles that
D. Vine Boutique strives to instill in girls of all ages.
The organization, created by Dominique Harness,
works to build self-esteem and inspire young girls to
be the best versions of themselves.
Harness saw the need to use her company, D. Vine
Boutique, to pursue this mission after witnessing
her own daughter’s encounter with bullying. Mother
and daughter were attending an outdoor event, and
the girl’s father had done her hair into “a nice afro
with a bow,” remembers Harness. “Well, after 10
minutes of playing, her bow was gone and her afro
was everywhere!” What shocked Harness was the
judgment she and her daughter received as a result.
“She was called tar baby,” says Harness, “told that her
parents sent her out like no one loved her, told she
looked homeless, and asked if her parents knew what
a straightening comb was.
“I watched the sparkle in my two-year-old’s eyes die.”
Heartbroken, Harness decided to use D. Vine Boutique to build up not only her daughter, but “every
other girl that has been told they were not enough.”
“The mission [of D. Vine Boutique] is important
to me because the issue that happened at the forest
preserve spoke volumes to me,” Harness said. “It
merely showed how we accept what society says
we should be—accept it, and project it on to others
without even thinking about it.”
Harness, a teacher at Deer Creek Christian School
in Chicago Heights, Illinois, says this experience
helped her understand the issues that young people
are going through.
Mothers and daughters
On May 4, 2019, D. Vine Boutique hosted a “Mother
Daughter Par…Tea.” The event featured a fashion
show, mother-daughter arts and crafts, and throne

College to create a
commercial for D. Vine
Boutique.

chairs fit for a queen.
It served as a reminder
to the girls that their
mothers are their biggest
supporters.
“The event was amazing! So many mothers and
daughters left inspired,”
Harness said. “The girls
had opportunities to make
candles, and everyone
designed a positive affirmation mirror to remind them
they are simply beautiful.”

Bringing hope
This summer,
Harness has plans
to travel to Nashville
to work with Dave
Ramsey’s and Christy Wright’s Business
Boutique. She also
hopes to continue
empowering and motivating girls by hosting
an eight-week workshop at Living Hope
Community Church in
Fashioning
South Holland.
friendships
“In this summer
Harness also hosted a
workshop, I hope that
four-week workshop at
girls will discover more
Deer Creek called Fashion
amazing things about
Club, which is described
themselves, and realize
as “a safe space for girls
more of their hidden
ages 5–12 to come and
talents,” Harness said.
build each other up.” ParThis workshop is
ticipants were given the
open to all girls and
opportunity to self-reflect
Dominique Harness (center) wants to inspire girls to be the will take place from
and create personalized
June 15 to August 3.
best versions of themselves. (Photo provided)
accessories such as bows,
For more information,
t-shirts, tutus, or shoes.
visit taistar1.com/
“They are given simple tools…to create something
events/fashion-club-summer-workshop.
beautiful, out of what started as a simple roll of tulle,”
To learn more about D. Vine Boutique, email thediHarness explained. “This is to symbolize that with hard vineboutique@outlook.com.
work and dedication, beautiful things can be created.”
Harness herself creates custom outfits for
girls across the country.
She even worked with
students from LanHOURS: Thu & Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-5pm
sing-based Visible Music
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Chicago Southland Convention & Visitors
Bureau releases 2019 Visitors Guide
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

LANSING, Ill. (January 28, 2019) – Last week,
the Chicago Southland Convention and Visitors Bureau (CSCVB) announced the release of
the 2019 Visitors Guide. The 88-page guide is
filled with activities, events, and venues that
attract visitors to the Chicago Southland,
including getaway ideas, interactive fun for
kids, nature centers, and more.
The Visitors Guide can also serve as a
resource for residents. “Become a tourist in
your town,” says the CSCVB, “by discovering something new, for the family or outof-town guests.”
Jim Garrett, President/CEO of the
CSCVB stated, “Visitors will see that
the region offers
so much—from
golf courses, festivals, events, concert
venues, and even yoga
in a sculpture park!
The Visitors Guide
has plenty of fresh
ideas and endless
opportunities for your
next Chicago Southland getaway.”
The 2019 issue of
the guide also features
history lessons designed to get visitors
exploring the area.
Readers can find out
more about Native
American influence as
well as the movement
and settlement of

African Americans across the Chicago Southland.
To order a copy or view the guide online:
• Go to www.VisitChicagoSouthland.com/
InfoRequest
• Call the Chicago Southland Convention & Visitors
Bureau: 888-895-8233
• Email info@VisitChicagoSouthland.com
About the Chicago Southland Convention
& Visitors Bureau
Based in Lansing, the Chicago Southland Convention
and Visitors Bureau is the official destination management and marketing organization for Chicago’s 62 south
and southwest suburbs. The CSCVB markets the Chicago
Southland region as a destination for leisure, meetings,
conventions, group tours, and sports events. For more
information, go to VisitChicagoSouthland.com.

Diana’s Day

DOG DAYS OF
SUMMER!
CLASSES START JUNE 3RD
ssc.edu/summer

SOUTH
SUBURBAN
COLLEGE

COMMUNITY

Above: On Friday, May 31, oneyear-old Diana Jo Muñoz visited
the Lansing Post Office to mail
a package with her mother, Eliza
Muñoz. Lansing’s youngest postal
customer enjoyed socializing with
other customers as well as post
office staff.
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Left: Diana Jo then stopped at the
Lansing Public Library to check
out the most recent remodeling.
Although she is still too young for
even the Early Literacy Station
(which begins at age 2), she spent
time observing some of the other
patrons in the play area in the
library’s lower level.

Air Conditioning Tune-Up

Monday - Friday

George Vincent

Ron Wood

Owner

Manager

Maintenance Club Special

$39

.95

• 5 qt. Valvoline Oil Change
• Tire Rotation
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St. Ann Catholic School hosts photo shoot
Promo work begins for Munster Theatre’s Over the Tavern, which opens July 11

filtered light on
a stand outside
LANSING, Ill. (May 30, 2019) – “We
the classroom
needed a Catholic grade school classdoor, and easily
room,” explains Pat Kremer, “so I
create a suggessuggested St. Ann’s.” Kremer is a Lantion of sunshine
sing resident, and her public relations
reflecting on
firm—Big Splash Public Relations—
the blackboard.
does promotional work for Theatre at
Jacobs clears
the Center (TATC) in Munster, Indiana. the existing
The upcoming show there is Over the
decor from the
Tavern, a comedy about 12-year-old
bulletin boards,
Rudy Pazinski and his schoolroom con- and Gardner is
versations with ruler-wielding Sister
instructed to
Above: Photographer Guy Rhodes uses lighting and
Clarissa. Big Splash creates the posters give the blackfilters to create sunshine on a cloudy day.
and ads for the show, and they provide board “some
a selection of publicity photos to media texture” by
Right: Dressed as Sister Clarissa, Janet Ulrich Brooks meets Logan Baffico for the first time during the photo shoot,
while Pat Kremer, Bridget Baffico (Logan’s mom), and Jennifer Gray (St. Ann staff) look on. (Photo: Melanie Jongsma)
sources (including The Lansing Jourwriting on it
nal) to accompany any articles about
and erasing it,
Steinberg as Eddie. The advertisements
a nun, so she expresses excitement
the production.
so it will look
about
the
new
opportunity
that
Sister
and other marketing materials will
like a typical classroom chalkboard.
Finding the site
Clarissa
represents.
highlight only the two leads, but after
Phil Potempa, Marketing Director for
Kremer’s husband Keith attended St.
Costume Designer Brenda Winstead Opening Night, dress rehearsal photos
TATC,
enters
with
a
bin
of
old
books,
Ann’s from kindergarten through 8th
rosaries, and 1950s-style knick-knacks enters Room 105 with a bag containing of the other cast members will be made
grade, and the two were married in
a basic habit, wimple, and
from TATC’s vast prop room. Kremer
available to media
the “old church” in 1990. (The current
guimpe. She leads Brooks
shows
Rhodes
the
1950s
student
desk
outlets, along
church building was built in 1997.) As
to the nearest bathroom to
she
had
borrowed
from
It’s
Just
Serwith B-roll video.
a member of St. Ann’s Parish, it made
help her into the costume.
endipity, a vintage shop on Hohman
sense for Pat to ask Principal Kelly Rojas
Shooting
In the meantime, Logan
Avenue in Hammond.
about the possibility of using one of the
with purpose
Baffico arrives. He has been
classrooms. Rojas gave Kremer and her Preparing the players
Rhodes posicast as Rudy, and Over the
At 10:30am, Janet Ulrich Brooks
business partner Carolyn Jacobs a tour,
tions Brooks and
Tavern will mark his debut
arrives. She has been cast as Sister Claand they chose Room 105 “because it
Baffico in front
at Munster’s Theatre at
rissa in Over the Tavern, returning to
was reminiscent of a classroom from
the Center, though he
See “Photo shoot,”
1959, the year that the play takes place,” Theatre At The Center after receiving
has other acting credits,
page 21
a
Jeff
nomination
for
her
performance
says Kremer. A teacher’s wooden desk
including roles in The
as Ann Landers in the The Lady with
and original black chalkboards help
Polar Express, Joseph and
Costume Designer
create the perfect setting for the shoot. All the Answers. A Company Member
the Amazing Technicolor
Brenda Winstead
of TimeLine Theatre, Brooks’ credits
Dreamcoat, Beauty and the
Setting the scene
makes some
comprise roles in stage, TV, and film
It is cloudy and rainy on May 24,
Beast, Billy Elliot, The Little
adjustments before
productions,
the shoot resumes.
the day of the
Mermaid,
and
James
and
the
including Di(Photo: Melanie
photo shoot,
Giant
Peach.
Baffico
is
alvergent, One
Jongsma)
but that doesn’t
ready
dressed
in
slacks
and
Small Hitch,
matter to
a
sweater
vest
reminisand Convicphotographer
cent of a school uniform,
tion, as well
Guy Rhodes. He
but he accepts some dark
as Chicago
CHUCK PARKHILL 847-687-2993
arrives at St.
Med, Chicago socks to wear with his
Ann’s at 9:30am
Fire, Chicago schoolboy dress shoes to
with intern
complete the look.
Justice, and
Jack GardThe full cast of
Boss. Alner, and they
TATC’s
Over the Tavern,
though she
begin carrying
as
chosen
by Director
has decades
lights, screens,
Ericka
Mac,
also includes
of acting
and a variety
Cory
Goodrich
as Ellen,
experience,
of equipment
Isabelle Roberts as Annie,
The authentic 1950s teacher’s desk was dressed with Brooks has
into Room 105. props from the St. Ann office as well as TATC’s prop
never played Eric Slater as Chet, Julian
room. (Photo: Melanie Jongsma)
They set up a
Solis as Georgie, and Seth
BY MELANIE JONGSMA
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Dog playground dedicated at Paw Palace campus

Dawn Brancheau Foundation raises money to help dogs at 4 Paw Sake Rescue
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

Orlando. Over more than a decade as
one of SeaWorld’s best known orca
trainers, she revamped the program
and inspired audiences to love and
respect marine life. Her tragic death in
2010 led to national conversation about
animal behavior. In her memory, Dawn
Brancheau’s family decided to “continue Dawn’s legacy of helping others,
animals, and the environment.” Each
April they organize a Dream Big 5K at
SeaWorld Orlando, and each September they host the Dream Big Walk in
Northwest Indiana. Their efforts have
raised over $1.2 million, all of it directly
funding projects that help animals and
people, including the playground at 4
Paw Sake Rescue.

LYNWOOD, Ill. (May 21, 2019) – At
the end of a small road that looks like
an alley, a large house sits on a spacious lawn overlooking a small lake.
The 22-acre campus is the site of Paw
Palace—a dog boarding, training, and
grooming center—and 4 Paw Sake
Rescue, a nonprofit that was added in
response to local needs.
On a warm Saturday morning, May 18,
about a dozen dog lovers have gathered
around a fenced play area that is “sodded”
with artificial turf and dotted with
amenities—a shade gazebo, a wishing
well, some agility equipment, and a fire
hydrant water fountain. The dog lovers
are busy planting flowers around the
perimeter of the playground, a final touch
that adds color and a home-like feeling.

Ways for others to help
Both 4 Paw Sake Rescue and the
Dawn Brancheau Foundation offer
Helping dogs get adopted
a variety of opportunities for people
4 Paw Sake Rescue knows that resVolunteers take a break from planting flowers around the dog playground at 4 Paw Sake
who want to make a difference in their
cued dogs are much more likely to be
Rescue. Back row, from left: Marion Bloberde (Dawn Brancheau’s mom), Diane Gross
communities. Details about existing
adopted if they have an opportunity to
(Dawn’s sister), Debbie Frogameni (Dawn’s sister), Chris Siatta (Paw Palace staff), Pam
projects as well as suggestions for new
overcome their fears and to socialize
Kisenka (4 Paw Sake volunteer), Paula Newton (4 Paw Sake volunteer), Lauren Payne (Paw
projects are available on their websites:
with other dogs and people. Many of
Palace staff), Nikki Monaldi (volunteer). Front row: Cole Gross (grandson of Diane Gross)
• www.4pawsake.com
and Jessica Gross (daughter of Diane Gross). (Photo: Melanie Jongsma)
their dogs are strays that were found or
• www.dawnsfoundation.org
brought in, and some are dogs who were
The 4 Paw Sake Rescue website also
a natural fit. The foundation was established by the
surrendered by their previous owners
has
a
number
of
opportunities
specifically for dog
family of Dawn Brancheau, who grew up in Cedar
for a variety of reasons—a death in the family, relocalovers to make a difference: adopt a dog, foster a dog,
Lake, Indiana, and decided as a child on a family vation, insufficient funds, or other changes in situation.
walk a dog, or make a donation.
Staff and volunteers at 4 Paw Sake walk and/or play cation at SeaWorld to become an animal trainer. Her
The Paw Palace campus, including 4 Paw Sake
sister, Diane Gross, says she dared to “Dream Big,”
with each rescue dog 2–4 times per day until the dog
Rescue, is located at 2739 Glenwood-Dyer Road in
is adopted. The newly dedicated playground provides so the foundation’s logo is designed to highlight her
initials as well as inspire others to Dream Big.
Lynwood, Illinois.
a controlled setting where dogs can get the physical
Brancheau
earned
deand social exercise they need.
grees in animal behavior
Helping 4 Paw Sake Rescue
and psychology, and she
The Dawn Brancheau Foundation has made it their eventually earned a place
mission to improve life for children and animals in
on staff with Sea World
need, so the playground at 4 Paw Sake Rescue was

Three local seniors win
Lansing Old Timer scholarships
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY LANSING OLD TIMERS

LANSING, Ill. (May 30, 2019) - The Lansing Old Timers organization recently
announced the winners of their annual Scholarship Awards. The scholarships are awarded to graduating high school seniors who have participated
for two years in a Lansing Old Timer sports programs as well as one year in
a school athletic program and are heading to college.
Matt Grafenauer, a TF South graduate who will be attending Carthage
College, was awarded a $1,000 scholarship.
Ashley James, a TF South graduate who will be attending Illinois State
University, was awarded $500.
Ethan Robert, a Marian Catholic graduate who is on his way to Loyola
University Chicago, was also awarded $500.
In order to be eligible, applicants must have earned at least a 3.0 (on a 4.0
scale) grade average on their latest transcript, and must have enrolled in a
two- or four-year college or university. A point system explained at lansingyouthbaseball.com further determines eligibility.
“Thank you to all who applied,” said Frank Kiefor, Secretary of Lansing
Old Timers, “and congratulations on your graduation. Wishing you the best
in your future.”
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RAISING

• Patios

• Sidewalks

• Driveways
A comic art exhibit by Jim Siergey entitled “Cultural Jet Lag” (an
illogical combination of high and low culture with no regard for
time and space) is at Paul Henry’s Gallery & Studios—416 Sibley
Street, Hammond, Indiana—until June 30. The unique gallery space
also features the comic art of John Giemzik.

and
More!

• Steps

Save
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over

Replacing!

Call to schedule your free
estimate! 815-302-8237

Visit us at dawsoncr05.wixsite.com/website
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Village
maps out
Fox Pointe
parking
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

LANSING, Ill. (May 29, 2019) –
Though Fox Pointe Director Tony
Troncozo did not provide an estimated capacity that the Fox Pointe
venue can accommodate for shows
and events, Village Communications
Director Ken Reynolds calculates that
2,500 people could stand in the lawn
and pavilion area. Because the venue
is nestled in an area that is both
residential and commercial, ensuring adequate parking for that many
people has been a priority throughout
the development of the project.
A combination of parking lots and
on-street parking is available within
the approximately two-mile circumference around Fox Pointe. Guests
are encouraged to use all municipal parking lots as well as any open
spots on Ridge Road. Parking on side
streets is allowed, but patrons are
reminded to obey all posted signage
for legal parking and to be respectful
of private property.
The Village released a map showing

nearly 900 parking spaces currently available, with another 100 to
be added this summer. The map is

designed to make these pockets of
parking easy to find by out-of-town
guests as well as Lansing residents.

A color version of the map is available at the new Fox Pointe website:
www.FoxPointe.org.
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708-903-4715

ROOFING

Affordable Music Lessons for
Adults & Young People

Quality Work at a Fair Price
• Complete Remodeling
• Bathrooms & Kitchens
• Ceramic Tile • Drywall Repair
• Paint • Installs Fences
Hector (cell phone)

708-692-7357

Over ten years experience in South
Suburbs, References Available

Watch Our Videos at www.youtube.
com/users/coronadodecorating

Chimney & Brick Repairs
Gutter Cleaning
No Job Too Small.
Very Reasonable.
Call For Estimate

708-877-6860

708-474-3455

Super Flow
Gutter Cleaning

Free Estimates

Very Reasonable
ASK FOR ROB

708-877-6860

LANDSCAPING
& LAWN CARE

PLUMBING

Roas Lawn

Genous
Plumbing &
Rodding

Maintenance

Spring Cleaning • Planting • Grass
Cutting • Edging • Aeration • Snow
Removal • Sod • Gutter Cleaning •
Power Raking • Fall Cleanup • Tree
& Shrub Trimming • Tree Removal
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tomas 708-825-4292

TUCKPOINTING
Rob’s
Tuckpointing

Instrumental & Vocal Lessons Only $15
Allen Kern Certified Music Educator

2914 Bernice Ave.,
Lansing

GUTTER
CLEANING

J&J ALUMINUM

MUSIC
INSTRUCTION

Mon-Sat 10a-9p
150 W. 168th St – 2nd Fl One Free
Lesson!
South Holland, IL
sensestosoul@yahoo.com
(773) 837-8638

DECORATING

SIDING

(708) 248-6354

PrideInWorkmanship@gmail.com
Lawn Equipment • Snow Blowers
• Generators • Chain Saws
• Pressure Washers • Small Engine Repair
3149 Glenwood-Dyer Rd., Unit L, Lynwood

School of Music

(219) 627-1344

2681 Route 394
Crete, IL 60417

• Vinyl Siding
• Seamless Gutters
• Soffit • Fascia • Trim
• Leaf Protection
Since 1975 / Jeff Olthoff
South Holland
& Beecher, IL

RiccosRepairService.com
Ricco Bertoletti

Senses to Soul

FREE ESTIMATES

CALL 708-323-5954

cuputossouthwest
construction.com

SENIOR
LIVING/CARE

Lawn Care &
Landscaping

Senior Discounts
Free Estimates
Electrical rodding done for
as low as $15.00
Full Service Plumbing

708-268-0693
708-891-9488

Get listed on
CHUCKS
DISCOUNT
ROOFING
Since 1963

Roof Repair • New Roofs • Re-Roof
Insurance Work • Shingles • Rubber
Hot Tar • Roof Cert. • FREE Roof Insp.
Before You Buy, Give Us A Try
Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Free Estimates

708-672-0043
708-935-5558

this page!
Call
708-333-5901
today!
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Classifieds
Services
HOME IMPROVEMENT: A&A
Services. Plumbing,
carpentry, locks, electrical,
toilet repairs, roof top repairs,
gutter cleaning, fence repairs,
pressure washing. Insured.
Free estimates. 219-865-2345

PA I N T I N G S ER V I CE S :
Quality Painting & Scraping
Service. Interior and Exterior.
Power washing, stain decks,
re - g l a z e w i n d ow s , s t r i p
wallpaper, etc. Free estimates.
Call Normand 708-596-2170

PLUMBING SERVICES: J.E.M.
Plumbing & Sewer, Drain
Cleaning Specialist, water
lines, pumps, water heater,
faucets, toilets, same day
service. 219-845-7589 or 708896-0500
PLUMBING SERVICES: Call
The Plumber. Sewers, drains,
rodding, water heaters, sump
pumps, low water pressure,
flood control valves. Drain
Experts. 708-259-9721, 219614-7283
The Heating & Appliance
Repair Man. #1 Priority is
servicing your A/C, Refrig.,
Washer, Dryer, Stove. $25
discount on all repairs. Call
Al. 708-985-1623
MOVING SERVICES: Custom
Pickup/Delivery Ser vice:
Small moves; single items;
classified ad items;
a p p l i a n c e s , f u r n i t u re &
exercise equipment assembly:
IKEA, Office Depot, etc.
Anyday to 9pm. 219-433-9457
LANDSCAPING SERVICE:
Roas Lawn Maintenance
Spring cleaning. Bush
trimming, seeding, sod,
aerating, mulch, edging, snow
plow, gutter cleaning, power
raking, tree removal. Call
Tomas. 708-825-4292
We Install Fans, Switches,
O u t l e t s , G a r a g e Fe e d s .
Service
upgrades,
troubleshooting. Building
o c c u p a n c i e s
c e r t i f i c a t i o n , Re s i d e n t i a l ,
Commercial, Restaurants,
Apartments. All work
guaranteed. Now accepting
credit cards. Call 708-8771038 or 708-877-1058
GUTTER CLEANING: SUPER
FLOW Gutter cleaning. Free
estimates. Very reasonable.
Ask for Rob. No Sundays. 708877-6860
TUCKPOINTING SERVICES:
Rob’s Tuckpointing: Chimney
& Br i c k Re p a i r s. Gu t t e r
Cleaning. No Job Too Small.
Very reasonable. Call for
estimate. 708-877-6860
ELECTRICAL SERVICES:
Re s i d e n t i a l E l e c t r i c i a n ,
specializing in old homes.
Licensed insured, repair and
replace electr ical. Panel
upgrades. Free estimates
(restrictions) owner answered
calls. 708-822-7758

ELECTRICAL SERVICES:
Kustom Electric. We offer a
wide variety of electrical
services for residential &
commercial properties.
Licensed, bonded and
insured! Credit cards
accepted.
www.
kustomelectric.com or 708670-2295

AC/HEATING SERVICES:
Spring Special! Furnaces
or A/C’s , Clean & check
$59.95. Furnaces, A/C’s,
Boilers, water heaters,
sump
pumps,
humidifiers,
installations, repairs,
furnaces installed from
$1495.00 R/D Heating &
Cooling. IL. and IN. 219616-3281
Home Scholars Licensed Day
Care. 6wk-12yr. 6am-12am.
Exp. Early Childhood certified
teacher. Early intervention
evaluator/therapist. CPR +
first aid cert. Developmentally
appropriate learning. 708705-5446
CONCRETE & PATCHING
Done On The Side to save you
m o n e y. A l s o g e n e r a l
contracting, handyman work,
FHA work & snowplowing.
Very reasonable. Call Mark
708-408-7192

PA I N T I N G S ER V I CE S :
Economy Painting. Interior/
Exterior painting 20% off.
Mention this ad. Wallpaper
installation. General drywall
repair & installation. Best
price guaranteed. Ask for Ed.
708-548-6356 or 708-288-5038

ALL HANDYMAN REPAIRS
done on-the-side to save
money! Painting, drywall, tile,
concrete patching, doors,
r o o f i n g , h a u l i n g . Ve r y
reasonable. Mark 708-4087192

Don’s Dependable Hauling
and Moving. w/full housebsmt.-garage/debris removal
& demolition, trash-outs,
other home services & D&D
Services who specializes in
soffit, and facia. 10% off for
s e n i o r s & re t i re e s. Ca l l
between 9am-5pm. 708-5222381

Help Wanted

M R L a w n Ma i n t e n a n c e
Service. Spring Cleaning,
Pl a n t i n g , Gra s s c u t t i n g ,
Edging, Power Raking, Shrub
Trimming, gutter/property
clean outs. Licensed bonded
& insured. Free estimates.
Mario. 708-668-2788 or 219379-3635
Neighborhood Contractor.
Fa m i l y O w n e d 4 5 y r s .
Specializing in Roofing. All
types of Siding, Gutters, Sofit
& Fascia, Insurance Work.
Re s i d e n t i a l / Co m m e rc i a l .
IL&IN Licensed & Insured.
Free Estimates. 708-333-8951
TREE SERVICE: Maggy’s Tree
S e r v i c e . Tre e’s To p p e d ,
Trimmed, Removed, Bush
Removal, Stump Removal.
Walks shoveled. Also Insured
Bonded. Free estimates. 708200-8078
DRYWALL REPAIR: Handy
“All” Drywall Repair, plaster
repair, light construction,
interior decorating & interior
painting. Cell 708-514-0217,
phone 708-841-2523. Stanley
McDavid

Help Wanted: Christian Day
Care looking for qualified
teachers/aides. Call. 708-3330796
Love Animals? Earn cash
from home part-time or fulltime with team of likem i n d e d p e o p l e. Ne e d a
computer. No membership
cost. Call Gary. 219-775-6542
Help Wanted: Responsible
person wanted to mop floors
indoors, cut grass in exchange
for room and board. Food not
provided. 708-927-1504

Garage Sales
June 7th and 8th. 7:30am 2:30pm.
1 7 0 5 8 P r i n c e D r. , S o .
Holland.
Home goods, kids clothing
and toys, bed sheets sets,
baby items and much more.
June 7-8, 8-4.
Castlewood Subdivision,
Dyer, IN.
20+ Homes participating.

Lung Cancer?

IDEAS WANTED!

Get Your Free Inventor’s Guide

CALL 800-353-6102 NOW
Davison charges fees for services

AIRLINE
CAREERS
Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses
coast to coast. Job placement assistance.
Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly.
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

June 6-8, 8a-8p.
951 E. 167th Place,
So. Holland, IL.
Great items, cheap.
Exercise bikes, fishtank,
fishing
equipment, bikes,
tools, yard-equipment, tents,
speakers,
clothes,
mannequin, dish ware, lamps,
and more.

800-481-7894

June 7, 8-1; 8th,
8-4.
18435 Maple St.,
Lansing, IL.
Hshld. items,some
new, heavy bag &
gloves fishing poles,
a q u a r i u m , T V,
books, DVD’s, VHS,
beanie babies,
adult clothes/
shoes.
June 8th, 8-4.
18154 State Line
Ave, Lansing.
One Day, $1 dollar
suits to socks,
knick-kancks,
lamps, plus much
more.
June 7-8, 8-4.
3360 South Manor
Dr., Lansing.
Moving
sale.
Collectibles,
lawnmower,
snowblower, tools,
b e d r o o m ,
diningroom,
H o l i d a y
decorations.

For sale: IH Cub Cadet 127,
1 2 H P h y d ro s t a t i c d r i ve
Tractor 14 inch mower and
classmen 3x4 dump trailer.
O r i g i n a l o w n e r, w e l l maintained; used classmen
front wheel drive rear bag
mower $125. 708-672-3445

Apts. Lansing. 2 & 3
bedrooms available.
Heat & water incl. New
paint & carpet. Close to
shopping center. Section
8 welcome. 708-9327499 or 630-709-1289.
Wa l k i n g d i s t a n c e t o
SuperWalmart.

June 8. 9-12; June 15th, 9-12.
Two Thursday’s
720 E. 155th Place, Phoenix,
IL.
Bar stools, chairs, bed frame,
tables, lights, new furniture.

2012 Kia Sedona LX Silver,
$7,487. Call Bob 855-949-6000

For Rent: Apartments and
houses for rent. Chicago/
Suburbs. Section 8 welcome.
Rental assistance available.
708-647-7990

June 7-8, 9-3.
17202 Walter, Lansing.
Great variety. One block east
of Burnham at 172nd Street
stoplight.

2016 Chevy Malibu LT Black,
$12,487. Call Bob 855-9496000
2015 Chevy Park LS Yellow,
$7,987. Call Bob 855-949-6000

For sale: 4 unit Apartment
Building. Well-maintained,
money maker. Lansing, IL.
Call for details. 219-865-2345

June 7-8, 8-4
2821-191st Street, Lansing
Multi family yard sale. Priced
to sell. Everything must go.
Something for everyone

2017 Nissan Altima 2.5 SV
Charcoal $14,987. Call Bob
855-949-6000

Wanted

2019 Chevy Cor vette
Stingray Z51, Black, $67,987.
Call Bob 855-949-6000

WAN T E D : Di a b e t i c Te s t
Strips Freestyle Lite One
Touch Accu-Chek Contour
and Others, Must be sealed,
unopened, unexpired, unused
boxes. 708-474-3941

June 8, 9-4.
3463 170th Place. Lansing,
IL.
Multi-families. Priced to sell.
Ceramic supplies, household,
clothing, toys, tools,
magazines, and more.

Asbestos exposure in industrial,
construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in
the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email
cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit.

Helping inventors and idea people since 1989.

June 7-8, 9-4.
2760 Glenwood Dyer
Rd., Lynwood, IL.
Multi-family, clothing,
household, unique
items, name brand,
clean, organized.
Don’t miss!

2017 Chevy Cruze LT Auto
white $15,587. Call Bob 855949-6000
For sale: 2018 Chevy Cruze
Premier White $16,987. Call
Bob. 855-949-6000

WANTED: Don’t throw it
away! I am buying old stuff.
Toys, signs, advertising, oil
cans, and much more. Please
call or text Doug. 219-6169342

June 7-8, 8-4.
448 E. 170th St., So. Holland,
IL.
Huge sale. 3 families,
household items, clothes, and
much more.

2018 Ford Fusion Hybrid SE
Blue, $16,987. Call Bob 855949-6000

Wanted: 1972 & older cars &
trucks, parts, unfinished
projects. 708-439-9770

Misc Items For Sale
Fa c t o r y Di s c o u n t St o re
Public Notice: Furniture sale.
Mattresses: twin $88, full $98,
queen $138. Bunk beds,
futons, day beds $178. 5 pc
dinette $179. Sofa LV $495. 4
pc. bdrm $495. Lamps, rugs &
more. EZ credit $3,000, 90
days same as cash. Free
layaway. 708-371-3737, www.
factorybeddingfurniture.com
Like us on facebook

Wanted: person to fix gas
mower. 219-730-3370

June 7, 9-4.
2918 Ridge Road, Lansing.
Moving yard sale. Furniture,
tools, household, clothes,
toys, books, CD’s, Playstation
2, TV, window A/C.

Wanted: Gas self propelled
mower and / or gas edger.
219-730-3370

Autos and Vehicles

June 7-8, 9-5
17259 Evans Ave., South
Holland
Estate sale. Everything must
go. Vintage Ranger car, toy
box, tables, dining room
furniture & more

2009 Gray Ford Escape Mint
Condition. Only asking $2500
OBO 708-574-4317

Business Opportunity:
Reproduction and authentic
antiques, collectibles
imported (mostly Chinese)
decor, vases, rugs. Serious
Callers Only. Everything must
go. One price takes all 3
rooms. 219-629-5565

2007 Evinrude E-tec 75 hp
outboard engine.Excellent
cond. $3,500. Includes
controls, propeller and
gauges. Also Eagle boat trailer,
fits up to 17 ft. boat. New tires
and spare $500 good cond.
Contact James Williams 708841-4669

June 15, 9-2.
Christ Our Savior School
900 E. 154th St., So. Holland.
Bargains galore! Something
for ever yone. Find your
treasure. Tons of items.

For sale: Black Diamond
mink coat, from Evans, size
10, full length. Paid $5000.
Will sell for $350 firm. Leave
message. 219-838-3451

2015 Jeep Cherokee Limited
white $17,987. Call Bob 855949-6000

June 8, 8-3
Trinity Lutheran Church, 7227
Hohman Ave, Hammond
Treasures from the Trunk.
Rent a spot in the parking lot
for $25. Call for info: 219-9324660

For sale: 2 mirror oak wood
dresser, size 78”Lx21”Wx31”H
w/double bed headboard
$150. 708-895-4631

For sale: 2002 Concorde LXI
74,000 miles, Beige, Leather
Interior, Anti-Lock Brakes, Air
Bags, Moonroof, Excellent
Condition, 708-297-6428,
$3,000 or BO

Real Estate

For sale: Got central air! (4)
total Window AC’s. Best offer;
nice high back sofa, $65/obo.
708-701-3606

2009 Dodge Journey SXT
Silver $6,987. Call Bob 855949-6000

Ava i l a b l e NOW ! 3 b d r m ,
1bath, renovated Apt.
Riverdale, IL. Tenant pays
electric, heat/water provided.
No p e t s , n o n - s m o k i n g .
Reference check, Sec. 8
welcome. $1200+deposit.
Inquiries: 14320indiana@
gmail.com

For Sale: 2 matching (new)
buffet lamps $35 708-4485672

For sale: 1999 Toyota Camry.
Runs but needs TLC, as is
$700; 2004 Honda Civic,
needs work, best offer. Good
for College student. 708-6469510

2OFF

$

any large
16” pizza OR

For Sale: Oil painting 23”x35”
gold toned frame, gazebo
with floral trimmed brick
walkway $30 708-877-6157

3OFF

$

any super
18” pizza

YOU LOVE IT. YOU WANT IT.

YOU GOTTA HAVE IT.
Must mention coupon when ordering.
Not good with any other offer.
Expires 6/4/19

3651 Ridge Road, Lansing

708-895-2630 219-972-2630
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Graduation
Congratulations to

Helen Ann

6/3/2019 on your graduation at St. John the Baptist.
We love you and are very proud of you! Mom, Dad, Brothers,
Sister, Aunts, Uncles, Cousins, your loving Grandmas,
“Grumpy Gramps” and Rosie!
We wish you a continued success in your schooling years!

SUDOKU

Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.46)

3

5

9

9

9

2

8

8

4

1

1

7

3

7

9

3

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every row,

columnbyand
3x3 box includes
all Jan
digits
from2019
1 through
Generated
http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku
on Wed
16 20:10:15
GMT. Enjoy! 9.

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku on Wed Jan 16 20:10:15 2019 GMT. Enjoy!

Kerfuffle

The word “fuffle” goes back to the 16th century, when it
was a verb meaning “to dishevel.” By the 19th century,
with it’s altered spelling, the word came to mean a
disturbance or commotion. Today the word is often
used to minimize a conflict. “I heard Bobby had a fight at
school!” “Oh, it was just a bit of a kerfuffle.”
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Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.46)
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DOWN
1. Fern-to-be
2. What you dry yourself with
3. Betel palm
4. Stupefy
5. Tribe
6. Hindu princess
7. Astound
8. Donnybrook
9. Assign
10. Involving the entire Earth
11. Skillets
12. Initial wager
13. In order that not
21. A daring exploit
25. Characteristic of rural life
27. Choice word
28. Crag
30. Auditory
31. Quiet time
32. Expunge
33. Wan
34. Portent
35. Dispatched
36. Deeply rooted
37. Mesh
41. A southern constellation
44. In a concise manner
46. A prisoner’s room
50. Path around the sun
51. Fatigued
53. Vinyl collectible
54. Keyboard instrument
55. Derived from the sun
56. Endow
57. Buddies
58. Wings
59. A strong line
61. A radar echo
62. Consequence

ACROSS
1. Pierce
5. Pull an all-nighter
9. Dismay
14. Minute opening
15. Hobbling
16. Flying machine
17. Is endebted to
18. A Freudian stage
19. Trousers
20. Distinguish
22. Beginning
23. Cheer up
24. Strange
26. Collection
29. Countless
33. Location
38. A sculpture representing a human
39. Ends a prayer
40. Delicacy
42. Small brook
43. Duration
45. 3 wheeled vehicle
47. Main course
48. Expert
49. It’s shot from a bow
52. Oversight
57. City in France
60. Insurrection
63. Without company
64. Sphere
65. Lacking hair
66. Continuation of a collar
67. Colored part of an eye
68. A Central American sloth
69. Poorly kept
70. Sort
71. “Encore!”
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Announcements are free and run in The Shopper each week. They are accepted by
e-mail at general@myshopper.biz, or at the front counter. Deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m.
for the following Thursday’s edition. The Shopper reserves the right to edit all content.
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Photographer Guy Rhodes has the actors try a variety of expressions and positions while he shoots from a variety of angles in order to provide a selection of options to publicists Pat
Kremer and Carolyn Jacobs. He sends them the photos by the end of the day so they can begin choosing the shots they will use. (Photos: Melanie Jongsma)

Photo shoot,

The two partners typically select one image that is
used
in print ads, posters, and postcards. Additional
from page 16
images are chosen for publications to use throughout
of the now-dusty chalkboard. Artistic Director Linda Breaking it down
an article, or on the masthead above the main news
headline, or on the calendar or index page that teases
Fortunato, also at the shoot, begins suggesting lines
Around noon, there is general consensus that the
the story. “Compelling images make our work in proand scenes that the actors can use to generate a
shoot is finished, and a round of spontaneous apmoting the productions at TATC a lot easier,” explains
variety of moods, expressions, and interactions. The
plause signifies a job well done. Potempa begins sortKremer, “so we regard this step in the process as
purpose of the photo shoot is
ing props, returning TATC’s to
extremely important.”
to give Kremer and Jacobs a
his plastic bin, and bringing St.
Posters begin appearing in Lansing businesses in
medley of photographic options
Ann’s knick-knacks back to the
June.
While all of Big Splash PR’s work for Theatre
to work with. “At the end of
school office. Brooks changes
at
the
Center is eye-catching, the Over the Tavern
the day, we’re responsible for
out of her habit into her street
promos
will be especially attractive to Lansing locals
creating an ad that will enclothes. Baffico dons shorts and
and
St.
Ann
alum—since Room 105 has a starring
courage people to buy tickets,”
tennis shoes. Jacobs and Winrole
in
the
materials,
if not in the actual play.
says Kremer. “So we want an
stead re-staple the decorative
The
main
photo
selected
by Kremer and Jacobs
image that will immediately
background back to the bulletin
will
appear
in
posters
and
ads
like the one on this
tell people what the show is
board, while Gardner rolls up
page
for
Over
the
Tavern.
St.
Ann’s
Room 105 stars
about. It must be a quick read
the screen and folds up the light with Janet Ulrich Brooks and Logan Baffico in these
so that it easily captures the
reflectors. Rhodes confirms with promotional pieces.
attention of the reader turning
Kremer that he will send her the
the pages of the newspaper, or
Seeing the show
Creative Director Linda Fortunato suggests
photos later that day.
the driver on Ridge Road who
Previews of Over the Tavern begin July 11, with
different scenes for the actors to recite, in
“Guy Rhodes is a genius
sees a poster for the show in
order to generate different expressions for
Opening Night on July 14, and a continued run
photographer whom we are
the window of a local business.” the shoot. (Photo: Melanie Jongsma)
through August 11. Individual ticket prices range
very fortunate to work with,”
Over the Tavern is intended to
from $42–$46. Tickets are available by calling the
says Kremer. “He is not only
be a comedy about family and
Box Office at 219-836-3255.
talented, but he also turns around the images to us
faith in the 1950s, and conveying that in a single
Theatre at the Center is located at 1040 Ridge Road
very quickly so that Carolyn and I can review them
image requires a reliance on stereotypes without
in
Munster, Indiana.
and make our selections.”
becoming cliché.
By 6:00pm the same
“Can you give us some lines from the section
evening, she has already
about ‘Why does God let the bad things happen…’?”
received the photos from
prompts Fortunato, and Baffico pauses for a moment
the morning’s shoot.
to recall that part of the script. He begins reciting,
Choosing the
“Like, Louie, his mother just had a baby, and then,
his father goes and dies. That didn’t have to happen. shots
Kremer and Jacobs
And like people stealing change from Blind Elmo’s
newsstand—why doesn’t God stop that?” Baffico and quickly select the final
Brooks exaggerate their expressions, trying earnest- images they feel will work
best in the marketing maness, exasperation, despair, and precociousness.
terials they plan to create.
After a few moments, Kremer asks for a more lighthearted approach, so Fortunato suggests the God-win- They send those selecning-the-science-fair scene, and the actors begin again, tions to Artistic Director
Fortunato for input, and
this time with a warmer tone and more frivolity.
she approves. From this
For an hour, the camera clicks from different
point, Jacobs is free to
positions around the room while the actors stand,
sit, pose, exchange props, change expressions, move begin designing the ad
and arranging the photos
to the desk, move to the white screen, submit to
costume adjustments, recite lines, and share stories. on a composite sheet to
share with local media.
From time to time, Rhodes consults with Kremer
and Jacobs, showing them a shot on the screen of
his camera—horizontal, then vertical, with enough
space to add type—and they nod in agreement.

OVER THE

TAVERN

Actors Janet Ulrich Brooks and Logan Baffico. Photo by Guy Rhodes.

Photographer Guy Rhodes shows a shot to Creative Director Linda Fortunato, Graphic
Designer Carolyn Jacobs, and Costume Designer Brenda Winstead. (Photo: Melanie
Jongsma)
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Cubs musical is a grand slam

Every community deserves a good newspaper

Miracle playing at Royal George Theatre through July 14
hormones, she’s a loyal follower who spends the play
in a Schwarber jersey that she vows to keep on until
CHICAGO, Ill. (June 1, 2019) - Miracle: A Musical 108
he makes his return to the team.
Years in the Making, playing at the Royal George
Maggie was one of those die-hard fans who spent her
Theatre in Chicago, is, in essence, a story of underlife rooting for her team, but never lived to see them
dogs who have been beat down over and over only
win a World Series. So you can expect to need some
to finally succeed in the end in the most dramatic
tissues for scenes that take place at her grave site as
fashion possible. I attended the
the Cubs make their way
May 24 opening night event, which
through the season, into
was combined with a fundraiser
the playoffs, and on to win
for Cubs Charities. I was already
the World Series in extra
pumped before reaching our seats
innings in game 7.
after meeting Wayne Messmer in the
Allison Sill plays Sofia,
lobby. Messmer can be heard at Cubs
Charlie’s Chicago Public
games singing the National Anthem,
Schools teacher wife
and he made a cameo in that night’s
whose impending layoffs
show. Cubs’ catcher Willson Contreput further strain on the
ras was also seated in the audience
finances of the family
and posed for photos with the cast
already struggling to
following the show.
keep the bar going and
Maggie’s traditions alive.
The play and the players
Veronica Garza plays the
Miracle transports you back to the
spunky and enthusias2016 roller coaster season of highs
tic Babs, a no-nonsense
and lows in the lives of a north side
Wrigleyville mechanic
family who operates a fictional Wrigwho tells it like it is. And
leyville bar called “Maggie’s.” Three
Michael Kingston plays
generations of the Delaney family are
Weslowski, a neighcharacters in the play along with other
The
Royal
George
Theatre
decorated
borhood souvenir shop
big-time Cubs fans and family friends.
their
entrance
appropriately
for
the
owner along with a dual
Charlie Delaney is played by
show.
(Photo:
Carrie
Steinweg)
role as a man who is
Brandon Dahlquist, as a former
waiting in the wings to
promising pitcher in his late 30s and
buy
Maggie’s
and
turn
it
into
a modern sports bar that
college teammate of Cubs’ catcher David Ross. After
brings
in
lots
of
dough
but
has
little charm. I recogcareer setbacks and his mother’s illness, Delaney
nized
Kingston
immediately
from
a local production
came home to keep the family bar going. He’s a Cubs
at
the
Theatre
at
the
Center
in
Munster—he
played
fan who has lost faith in his team and the business.
Mr.
Macy
in
the
recent
run
of
Miracle
on
34th
Street.
He is sandwiched between his father, played by Gene
Weygandt, whose love of the team stemmed from
Meaningful music
his love for his wife, Maggie, and his daughter, Dani,
The musical scenes include original music, both
played by the impressive 13-year-old Amaris Sanupbeat, catchy tunes and sentimental songs that will
chez. Filled with optimism, suspicion, and teenage
captivate the audience.
A favorite of mine was a
nod to the announcers of
Cubs’ catcher Willson Contreras (third from left) posed for photos with the
the past, called “The Voice
cast following the show. (Photo: Carrie Steinweg)
Above the Crowd,” accompanied by video footage of
Harry Caray, Jack Brickhouse, and others in the
announcer’s booth. There
were also opportunities
to sing along to familiar
tunes. Pearl Jam rocker
Eddie Vedder’s Cubs
anthem “All the Way” was
one of the songs playing
as we were seated, and we
later joined in on “Take
Me Out the Ball Game”
and “Go Cubs Go.”
by Carrie Steinweg

An ode to optimism
On it’s own Miracle
is a touching story of
family and faith that any
theatre-goer would enjoy.

The Miracle program, with the Royal George stage as
a backdrop. (Photo: Carrie Steinweg)
And although the place and the people are fictional,
it’s about a spectacular true event that nearly all
Chicagoans have some recollection of. For those who
are true blue fans—the ones who stuck with the
Cubs through so many disappointing seasons—it’s
an ode to our optimism, confidence, trust, faith,
commitment, and unwavering love for nine guys on
a diamond among ivy-covered walls in the Friendly
Confines, and a memorial to all the fans who didn’t
live to see the day that they went all the way. It offers
a lovely rush of reminiscent emotions of a night that
has been arguably the most intense baseball game
this century (or longer). It also re-ignites a passion
and hope that it could happen again. (The Cubs were
in first place in the National League Central division
as of press time.)
It should also be noted that you never know who
might be in the audience with you. While the show
I attended, where Messmer and Contreras were in
the audience, was a special event, other celebs have
popped in to see the show—among them Hall-ofFamer and former Cubs second baseman Ryne Sandberg; Tom Higginson of the band Plain White T’s
(which originated in Lombard, IL), and Berwyn native
Jim Peterik, songwriter and co-founder the bands
Survivor and Ides of March. So you never know who
you may run into while you’re there.
Grand slam
Miracle: a Musical 108 Years in the Making is more
than a home run. For this lifelong Cubs fan it was a
grand slam—a bottom of the ninth, down-by-three,
David Bote ultimate grand slam.
For information about showtimes and dates at the
Royal George Theatre, and to purchase tickets, visit
www.miraclethemusical.com.

We’ve replaced over 70,0000 watch batteries.

Cole & Young Co.
Jewelers Since 1874

3341 Ridge Road Suite #2
Lansing IL
708-895-4898
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Homewood Bat Company offers local perspective
on national pastime

something to do
with the wood that
The Homewood Bat Co. logo is applied
isn’t game-bat
as
a
final
step
in
the
bat-making
“Creating bats
BY ASHLEE DE WIT
process.
Homewood
Bat
Co.
is
caliber. Game bats
in a plant where
located
at
17945
Bretz
Drive
in
need to be a certain
HOMEWOOD, Ill. (May 10, 2019) — For the 40 adults visitors can see
Homewood.
(Photo:
Ashlee
weight. “Usually, a
taking Jeff White’s five-week local history class, this
that process and
De Wit)
third of it is too light
week’s destination was Homewood Bat Co., a relacustomize their
and a third is too
tively new organization with roots in local history.
bat has been a
heavy [to be used
White, a Lansing resident and Illiana Christian High
dream many years
for a game bat],”
School history teacher, offered an overview of the origin in the making,”
Gibson said. “That’s
of baseball and its Chicago history during the bus ride.
the Homewood
the hard part of
When the class pulled up in front of the baseball bat
Bat website says.
this business; we’ll
company, White turned the presentation over to compa- “Patience and
make it or not make
ny president Todd Pals and vice president Dan Gibson.
prayer have made
it based on [finding
that dream a
Pursuing a dream
something to do
reality. We know
Homewood Bat Company’s four-person operation
with other wood].”
is now four years old; in that time they’ve nearly dou- the quality of each
Lighter
wood
can
be
used
for
toddler
bats or fungo
bat will show our commitment to creating a fine and
bled production each year.
bats—the
thin
bats
that
coaches
use
for
hitting
lasting product.”
Gibson and Pals met while coaching baseball at
ground
balls
and
fly
balls
in
practice.
Heavier
pieces
Pals had some experience: he was a minority owner in
Illiana Christian High School, then in Lansing. They
often
become
souvenir
bats:
mementos
for
parting
discussed the possibility of opening a bat business, but another bat company before opening Homewood Bat. “I
seniors on a varsity team, awards for tournament
had just enough knowledge to be dangerous,” he joked.
were involved in their respective family businesses
team champions, or gifts for groomsmen.
at the time: Gibson Chevrolet and Pals Cartage, both
Hitting it big
Learning new things
based out of South Holland, Ill. After General Motors
Baseball fans on the tour were impressed to learn
Elly Clousing of Munster does not describe herclosed the car dealership, and the trucking company
that Homewood bats have already gone pro—they
self
as a big baseball fan, but she still found the tour
was sold to the competition, Gibson and Pals decided to are used exclusively by both Yolmer Sanchez and
fascinating.
She learned that Homewood Bats come
pursue their dream.
David Bote of the Cubs, among other MLB players,
from
55to
80-year-old
trees grown in the Northeast
and the company has
US
and
Southeast
Canada
because that region has the
a good working relaDan Gibson directs everyone’s attention
best
climate
for
slow-growing
trees, which produce
tionship with the White
to the TV as White Sox second-baseman
the
hard
wood
desirable
for
making
baseball bats. “I
Sox, Cubs, and Brewers
Yolmer Sanchez swings his Homewood
was
interested
in
where
the
wood
came
from, and all
organizations.
Bat in a game against the Orioles.
the
weather
factors—I
never
knew
all
that,
” she said.
During the field trip,
(Photo: Melanie Jongsma)
Schererville’s
Gary
Thomas
is
a
White
Sox
fan, but
a set of bats for Mike
was
unaware
that
some
pros’
bats
come
from
nearby
Tauchman hung to dry.
Homewood.
“It
was
a
really
informative
tour,
”
he
said.
The Chicago-area native
was recently traded to the About Homewood Bat Co.
Yankees and ordered new
The Homewood Bat Co. plant is located at 17945
bats for his new team.
Bretz Drive in Homewood. The pro shop is open
Gibson and Pals both
Monday to Friday, 9:00am–5:00pm. Hours on Satnoted that the most imurday vary. They offer tours, and encourage local
portant business aspect
residents to call ahead and schedule a time to visit:
of selling bats is finding
708-713-8000.
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Google
our
reviews!

Update your
system and
qualify for Nicor
and ComEd
rebates

UTILITY BILLS DOWN.

COMFORT, WAY UP!
The Local History class gathers around Homewood Bat Co. President Todd Pals and the
lathe machine to watch as a billet becomes a bat. (Photo: Ashlee De Wit)

StephanosGourmetPizza.com

Customer ratings gathered by an independent survey firm.
Rating subject to change.

Delivery Starts at 10:30 a.m.
3155 191st Street, Lansing, IL
Delivery available all day!

Van Drunen Heating
50 years of service
Preferred Dealer
(708) 339-6444
Perpetually new since 1968

$1,600
IN REBATES*

MONDAY-TUESDAY SPECIAL

5 OFF

BUY ANY
FAMILY SPECIALTY PIZZA,
GET A FREE 2-LITER
OR FREE DELIVERY

$

A FAMILY SIZE PIZZA
(708) 895-6611

UP TO 60 MONTHS
INTEREST FREE
FINANCING**

ONE COUPON PER ORDER

(708) 895-6611

Expires 8/30/19

EVERY DAY SPECIAL

3 OFF
A LARGE PIZZA,
$

with purchase of a Lennox home comfort system.
®

Offer expires 11/23/2018.
*Rebate requires purchase of qualifying items by 11/23/18 and submission of a completed rebate form (with proof of purchase) to www.lennoxconsumerrebates.com no later than 12/14/18. Rebate is
paid in the form of a Lennox Visa® prepaid debit card. Card is subject to terms and conditions found or referenced on card and expires 12 months after issuance. Conditions apply. See www.lennox.com
for complete rebate terms and conditions. **Offer available 9/3/18 – 11/23/18. Requires purchase of qualifying system. Financing available to well-qualified buyers on approved credit. No down payment
required. 0% APR for 60 months, with equal monthly payments. Normal late charges apply. Cannot be combined with any other promotional offer. Minimum loan amount $1,000. Maximum loan amount
$45,000. You may prepay your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are
estimates only. See Truth in Lending disclosures available from lender for more information.
© 2018 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.

Premier Dealer-18Fa-Early-4c.indd 2

EVERY DAY SPECIAL

ONE COUPON PER ORDER

OR

Mon-Thu 10am-9pm
Fri 10am-10pm
Sat 10am-10pm
Sun 11am-9pm

708-895-6611

TM

GET UP TO

Online order
through
Menufy

7/23/18 1:41 PM

STUFFED OR DEEP DISH
ONE COUPON PER ORDER

(708) 895-6611

Expires 8/30/19

ANY DAY SPECIAL

• 2 DOUBLE CHEESEBURGERS
• 1 LARGE FRY • 2 CANS POP

1499 + Tax

$

ONE COUPON PER ORDER
Expires 8/30/19

(708) 895-6611

Expires 8/30/19

Thornton Township presents...

HONEST CONVERSATION

about single men, single women, and dating relationships

It’s time to be on the same side of the conversation!

Thursday, June 13
6:00–9:00pm
Must RSVP by June 10

• Call Gale Tinsley: 708-596-6040, x2008
or
• Email Ernst Lamothe: elamothe@thorntontwp.com

Attraction is easy. Communication is
more complicated. Yet communication
is key to any successful relationship.
Join us for a guided discussion,
led by communication and
relationship experts:
• Learn communication mistakes men
and women make in relationships
• Gain knowledge on creating healthy
relationships and improving your dating
satisfaction
• Understand how we communicate
differently and have different
expectations for relationships

FREE EVENT !

We want to get men and women of every age group in
the same room to talk about various common themes.

Hosted at

Thornton Township
Youth and Family Department
14323 S. Halsted in Riverdale
JOYCE M. WASHINGTON
Trustee

JACQUELINE E. DAVIS-RIVERA
Clerk

NORBERT CIPOWSKI
Trustee
STAFFORD C. OWENS
Trustee
GERALD “JERRY” JONES
Trustee

CASSANDRA HOLBERT
Assessor

FRANK M. ZUCCARELLI
Supervisor

900 E. 162nd St., South Holland, IL 60473

GEARY DEPUE
Highway Commissioner

