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Torrence Avenue to be
resurfaced this summer
“Torrence
Avenue will not
close entirely during this
period, but will experience frequent lane
closures to accommodate the work. Travel north
and south on the road will always be possible—
though likely not as efficient—and businesses
and residences along the road will be accessible.”
TORRENCE AVENUE

Short-term inconvenience is hoped to yield long-term reward
Photo: Josh Bootsma
178th Street

BY JOSH BOOTSMA

the state of Illinois nearly $1.9 million.
When Jeff Pintar, the Village Engineer from Robinson Engineering, brought news of this project to the Village Board of
Trustees on March 5, one of the first questions asked was if the
businesses along Torrence would be notified. Pintar explained
that businesses will be notified informally, likely by a knock on
the door on the morning that work will take place. IDOT is not
required to notify residents of any closures. The only instance
where drivers would not be able to access a business or
residential driveway is if construction is being done on
the curb or road directly in front of that driveway. This
work would last no longer than a few hours before the driveway is opened up again.

Stoney Island Road

LANSING Ill. (March 23, 2019) – Torrence Avenue will be resurfaced
this summer, starting a project that will stretch from 178th Street in
Lansing 3.4 miles south to Glenwood-Dyer Road in Lynwood. SchedThorwill
nton Road
uled to begin in May and continue through the end of August, the project
replace the current layer of asphalt on the heavily used road.
Torrence Avenue will not close entirely during this period, but will experience frequent lane closures to accommodate the work. Travel north and
south on the road will always be possible—though likely not as efficient—and
Ridge Road
businesses and residences along the road will be accessible.
Where and When
The northern edge of the project will start just north of 178th street, the
intersection that is shared by McDonald’s on the southwest and Jiffy Lube on
the southeast. This location is where the concrete road that leads up to the
80-94 interchange ends and the asphalt road begins.
Although the street work is scheduled to start on May 1, preparations will
likely start in April, as the weather allows. Such preparations include tree root
removal and curb removal in areas where the curbs are in poor condition. The
projected end date for the work is August 30, though prolonged bad weather
may cause delays.
186th Street
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See “Torrence,” page 15
See full map of construction
area on page 15.

Burnham Avenue

What else is

TORRENCE AVENUE

Vollbrecht Road

Short term vs. long term
Village Communications Director Ken Reynolds is excited about the long
term benefits of the project, despite the traffic complications it will cause
this summer. He called the lane closures “an inconvenience,” saying “there’s
no way to sugarcoat it.” But ultimately, he said, “It’s great news.... The greater
good is being massively served here.”
Part of that greater good for Lansing is the fact that the Village will not have
to pay anything for the work being done. Torrence Avenue is part of Illinois
State Route 83, which stretches from Lynwood 92 miles north to the Wisconsin border. The route is maintained by the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) which means any snow plowing, patching, or resurfacing that is
needed on any part of the road is IDOT’s responsibility. The project will cost

The standard procedure
According
to Pintar, street resurfacing is part of the stanRO
A
D
dard maintenance
of a road and is different than replacing a
road entirely. It has been well over a decade since Torrence
Avenue was reconstructed to this degree. A newly resurfaced
street is intended to last for 10 years, says Pintar.
The process of resurfacing the road begins by removing any invasive tree roots and damaged curbs.
Next, the top few inches of the road are removed by grinding
away the current layers of asphalt. Any road damage that still
remains after the asphalt is removed will be cut away down
to the stone base and replaced. Height adjustments will then
be made to any manhole covers or drains that need it. At this
point, curbs will be replaced and most likely two layers of
asphalt will be laid. The striping of lanes will take place once
the road itself is finished. New sidewalks crossings will also
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Tickets on sale for LARC
Appreciation Dinner
April 12 is purchase deadline
for April 26 dinner tickets
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY LARC

LANSING, Ill. (March 27, 2019) – LARC, a notfor-profit organization serving individuals with
special needs, will host its Annual Appreciation
Dinner on Friday, April 26, to recognize various employees, clients, and volunteers for their
accomplishments during the past year. The event
will be held from 6:00–10:30pm at the Serbian
Social Center in Lansing.
Event tickets are $55 each, or $400 for a table of
eight. April 12 is the last day to purchase tickets.
Call 708-474-1540 to reserve tickets.
The ticket price includes dinner, complimentary
cocktails, music and dancing, raffles, and an impressive silent auction. This year’s event features a newly
added half-carat diamond raffle, valued at $1,500,
courtesy of James and Sons Fine Jewelers. Diamond
raffle tickets can be purchased in advance for $10

each, and the winner
need not be present.
This year’s Silent Auction features a variety
of donated gifts with a
comprised value of over
$10,000. Items available
for bid include live proThe Serbian Social Center is located at 18550 Stony Island Avenue in Lansing, Illinois.
duction tickets, electron(Photo: Melanie Jongsma)
ics, family attractions,
fitness classes and memberships, wine tastings
“Funds from this event will help individuals in our
and baskets, household items and décor, overnight
community served by LARC realize their hopes
stays and getaways, sports tickets, and celebrity and and dreams.”
sports memorabilia.
For more information, contact the LARC DevelAll proceeds will support more than 100 individopment Office at 708-474-1540 or larclansing.com.
uals with special needs in programs that promote
About LARC
job training and employment, daily life skills enOriginally formed in 1956 as a school for children
richment, senior care, 24-hour residential services,
diagnosed
with mental retardation (Lansing School
and special recreation.
of
Special
Education),
LARC has grown to provide
“Come and join us
day training, work activities, and senior programs
for a great time at the
to approximately 100 adults with developmental
Serbian Social Center,”
disabilities from across the Chicago area. LARC is a
says Ernie Gonzalez,
Executive Director.
nonprofit, 501(c)(3) charitable organization.
The

Lansing
The LARC campus is located at 19043 Wentworth Avenue in Lansing, Illinois.
(Photo: Melanie Jongsma)

These people
help make
this newspaper

possible

The Lansing Journal has only two sources of income: advertising
revenue and community contributions. Please join us in thanking the
people listed below, who made financial gifts in March.
We also hope you’ll join us in patronizing the organizations whose
advertisements appear throughout this issue. There would be no
Lansing Journal without their support!
Alexa Baise

Jim and Joann Kijewski

Anonymous Friends

Lisa Leonard

Priscilla Bergstedt

Barb Lessner

Josh Bootsma

Kathleen Maanum

Susan Bovino

Jay and Chris Popp

Kerry Czarobski

Joanne Pritchard

Rich and Barb Dust

Paul and Carol Schultz

Tina Funchion

Slaughter & Associates

Megan Harvey
Donna Huizenga

Linda Todd
Patricia Yos

Leroy Jansma
Robert Jaranowski

If you want to join these wonderful people
in keeping our community informed about
Lansing news, consider giving online any time:
thelansingjournal.com/news/support/ Or mail an occasional check to
The Lansing Journal, P.O. Box 742, Lansing IL 60438.

Journal

About us
Every community deserves a good newspaper. The Lansing Journal serves the
Lansing, Illinois, community with consistent, trustworthy, community-building news
and information. Our partnership with The Shopper, which has served South Holland
and the surrounding region since 1957, combines professional journalism, community
values, and local publishing. We offer advertising opportunities for local businesses,
byline opportunities for local journalists, and learning opportunities for local students.
Content appearing in The Lansing Journal—in print or online—is subject to copyright
laws. (© 2018 by The Lansing Journal. All rights reserved.)
The Lansing Journal, P.O. Box 742, Lansing, IL 60438
(708) 831-2250 • info@thelansingjournal.com • www.thelansingjournal.com
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Managing Editors: Melanie Jongsma, Arlo Kallemeyn, Matthew J. Splant
Regular Contributors: Katie Arvia, Josh Bootsma, Ashlee De Wit, Ernst Lamothe Jr.,
Carrie Steinweg, Jennifer Yos
Advertising
The Lansing Journal offers a range of ad sizes and prices for businesses, schools, and
churches who want to reach potential customers and constituents. Prices range from
$100 to $1,000. Download our easy-to-read Ad Rates at thelansingjournal.com.
Submissions
The Lansing Journal is a community newspaper. We need help making sure our full
community is represented in all its demographic diversity. If you have story ideas,
photos, or articles you’d like to send us, email info@thelansingjournal.com.
Subscriptions
The Lansing Journal publishes online daily and in print monthly. Online
subscriptions are free at thelansingjournal.com/news/subscribe. Print subscriptions are
free to Lansing residents—email info@thelansingjournal.com to add your address to our
distribution list. Print subscriptions outside of Lansing are $30/year. Send your check
and mailing address to The Lansing Journal, P.O. Box 742, Lansing, IL 60438.
Publisher’s notice
All real estate advertising in The Lansing Journal is subject to Fair Housing Laws, which
makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, national origin, familial status, sexual orientation, marital status,
military status, age, ancestry, parental status, source of income, military discharge
status, or housing status,” no matter how large or small the property. This newspaper
will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law.
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination, call HUD toll-free
at 800-669-9777. The toll-free number for hearing-impaired people is 800-927-9275.
The Lansing Journal is a member of the Illinois Press Association, Independent Free
Papers of America, and the Lansing Area Chamber of Commerce.
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Micro pantry provides anonymous assistance
BY CARRIE STEINWEG

LANSING, Ill. (March 20, 2019) – There’s a new
resource in Lansing for those who need help but
have a hard time getting it—because they don’t
qualify for formal assistance, or they’re hindered
by paperwork, or they’re unavailable during the
hours a larger food pantry is open, or they’re too
shy, reserved, or embarrassed to ask for help.
At Mt. Zion UFL Ministries in Lansing, a micro
pantry is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. There’s
no need to prove income. No application to fill out.
No timeline to work within. No questionable stares
from onlookers. The traditional roadblocks that may
prevent people from seeking help are absent.
A little help
Maybe you work steadily, but the last few days
before paycheck find the pantry getting thin. You
can pull up and grab a few non-perishable items
to help get you through a few days. Or maybe
you’ve been getting assistance long-term, but
there’s still a gap where you need a little more
to get by. Or maybe you’ve fallen on hard times
and just need temporary help to feed your family.
Maybe you’re a senior on a fixed income who has
limited resources to purchase food. The situations
are all different. And the situation doesn’t matter.
No matter who you are. No matter why you need
it. Pastor J. Raphael Leon, Betty Burley, and members of Mt. Zion want to see the micro pantry
used by those who need it most.
Burley is the church secretary who initiated the
project. She came across a Facebook post about
cabinets that are being used to provide small
amounts of food, household goods, or baby items
for those who need them. That led her to micropantries.com, where she put in a request to have one
added at Mt. Zion at the approval of Pastor Leon.

Blessing the community
The process from the time she
applied to when the micro pantry was
installed was only about a month. The
structure was scheduled to arrive later,
but Burley got a call explaining that a
micro pantry was being delivered to
South Holland, so they wanted to move
up Mt. Zion’s delivery date and stop in
Lansing on the same trip.
It’s been in place a little over a
month, and Burley said it’s getting utilized quite a bit, both by those stopping
for food and those making donations.
A sign instructs, “Take what you need,
leave what you can,” and Burley said
generous donors have been helping to
keep it stocked. Donations from church
members and the community will
replenish the supply as needed. “It’s
been such a blessing, and we’re seeing
residents using it,” she said.
Burley added that individuals can also
leave a note in the pantry if they have a
special request for a food or baby item
or are in need of clothing. Mt. Zion will
do their best to meet those requests.
The micro pantry itself was free to the
church through a nonprofit group.

Betty Burley (left), the church
secretary who initiated the micro
pantry project, stands at the pantry
with Pastor J. Raphael Leon.
(Photo: Carrie Steinweg)

Anonymous access
“There’s a stigma associated with
needing help, and sometimes people
are afraid of reaching out,” said Burley.
“We’ve removed this stigma by having this micro
pantry outside.” Use is anonymous on the part of
the receiver or the donor, and the micro pantry can
be visited at any time of day or night.
If you’re making donations and you would like
a receipt for tax purposes, you can see Burley

Opportunity

during church hours, and she’ll provide one. “It’s
our blessing to be able to give back to the community with the food pantry,” she said.
The micro pantry is located in front of Mt. Zion
UFL Ministries, 2340 177th Street in Lansing. It is
just west of Torrence, behind Sunrise Health Foods.

Your window of
is here

Quality products
Professionally installed
Interior Doors • Steel & Fiberglass
Doors with Sidelites • Vinyl
Windows • No Subcontracted
Labor • Service & Parts • Storm
Doors • Wood-clad Windows •
Hinged & Sliding Patio Doors

(708) 535-3900

Visit our showroom!

6280 159th Street, Oak Forest

www.windowdooroakforest.com
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Second annual Business Expo open to
residents, businesses, organizations
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

new customers, participating organizations who
recruited new members, and resident attendees
who were impressed with the number and variety
of local businesses.
This year the Lansing Area Chamber Business
Expo will return to Kacey’s on Friday, April 12,
with a few changes that Todd hopes will improve
and enhance the event. For one thing, the Expo
is scheduled in the afternoon/evening—from
3:00pm until 7:00pm—giving residents a chance
to stop by after work. For another, several new
businesses have signed up to participate, including some from outside the Chamber.

Todd
says
LANSING, Ill. (March 25, 2019) – Last April, 34 busithere
nesses set up booths at Kacey’s Banquet Hall, and
are “not
Kacey’s Banquet Hall will host the Expo:
over 150 people streamed through to meet local
a lot of
17800 Lorenz Avenue in Lansing.
business owners, learn about community organirules”
for how
zations, and pick up free samples. Though Business
organizations are allowed to participate. She
Expos are not a new concept—several surrounding
encourages businesses to sell product, interview
Chambers of Commerce have hosted them—2018
potential hires, or announce new product offerings.
was the Lansing Area Chamber’s first experience
And community organizations can use the Expo to
with the concept. Chamber Director Amy Todd felt
attract new members or publicize activities. The
it went well, and she received encouraging reports
Lansing Junior Women’s Club joined last year’s
from participating businesses who connected with
Expo, and they took advantage of
the opportunity to recruit a few new
members. Todd’s own business—
Mancino’s of Lansing—found the
Expo a perfect venue for making
BY JENNIFER YOS
In a subsequent
Chief Kooyenga began
people aware of their catering busiinterview, Chief
his career as a Paid on
ness. Since Lansing’s Business Expo
LANSING, Ill. (March 25, 2019) – At
Kooyenga spoke
Call Lansing firefightis designed for residents as well as
the March 19 meeting of the Village
of improving the
businesses, there are a lot of ways
er from 2001 through
Board, Mayor Patty Eidam and the
department with
to get a return on the investment of
2009, after which he
Lansing Trustees officially appointtime and money.
a renewed focus
was hired full time. He
ed Chad Kooyenga as Lansing’s new
on collaboration
Open to the public
had also worked for one
Fire Department Chief. In a brief
amongst departThe Business Expo is open to the
year in the University
induction ceremony, Chief Kooyment members, on
public,
and there is no cost to come
Park Fire Department
enga’s wife Jennifer did the honor
in
and
browse
the booths. Todd is
training, and on
from 2008-2009. Chief
of pinning his Fire Chief badge to
encouraging
all
the participating
improving departKooyenga
has
been
a
businesses
and
organizations
to
his uniform lapel, after which Chief
ment visibility and
Lansing
resident
for
provide
free
samples,
giveaways,
Kooyenga shared a few words:
communications
Chad Kooyenga
and interactive games that will
many years, dating back
“I’m excited and look forward to
within the Lansing
(Photo: Melanie Jongsma)
attract residents as well as other
to 1978, when his parworking with the Village to rebuild
community. “Going
businesses to their booths.
ents first moved here from Dolton.
the department and to bring the
forward, we are going to roll out
The 2019 Business Expo will
Kooyenga and his wife Jennifer have
traditions and our reputation back
a lot of [community] programs,”
be open to the public from 3:00–
lived here most of their married
to the fire department to where it
he said, specifically mentioning
7:00pm on Friday, April 12, at
life with son Jason and daughters
once was.” Kooyenga acknowledged
programs for seniors, for parents
Kacey’s Banquet Hall, 17800 Lorenz
Megan and Amanda.
having “some of the best fire and
and guardians using children’s car
Avenue in Lansing.
EMS personnel in the state.”
seats, and CPR training.

Chad Kooyenga appointed Lansing Fire Chief

The Village of Lansing
Patricia L. Eidam, Mayor | Dan Podgorski, Village Administrator

YARD WASTE/LEAF PICK-UP
With the arrival of spring and summer, the Lansing Public Works and Building
Department staff want to remind all residents of regulations regarding yard
maintenance. Per village ordinance:
• Lawns must be maintained at a maximum height of 6" or lower.
• Residents with alleys are responsible for cutting and maintaining
those areas.
Regarding proper disposal of grass, leaves, and other yard waste:
• All yard waste, including leaves, should be placed in your toter with
the GREEN lid or in brown paper yard waste bags (no plastic bags).
• Toters should then be placed where your weekly garbage
pickup is conducted.

BRANCHES
Just a friendly reminder to all Lansing residents that the Public Works
Department will pick up and remove tree branches only when they are left
by the front curb on the assigned garbage day. Public Works vehicles do not
travel down any alleys and will not remove branches left there.

RECYCLING
All recycling is picked up on a biweekly basis. Recyclable items should
be placed in the toters with the YELLOW lid and left by the front curb only.
The recycling trucks do not travel down alleys and will not remove
recycling items left there.

If you would like to rent additional toters for your leaves
or yard waste, please contact Homewood Disposal at
(708) 798-1004. Please note: the Village of Lansing no
longer offers curbside leaf vacuuming. Leaves raked to
the curb and left in the parkway will NOT be removed.

The Village of Lansing thanks you in advance for your cooperation with these policies.

For more important news and information about Lansing, visit villageoflansing.org.
3141 Ridge Rd. Lansing, IL 60438 | 708-895-7200 | Fax: 708-895-6878 | www.villageoflansing.org
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Thornton Township Human Relations Commission
holds Women’s History Month brunch
BY CARRIE STEINWEG

LANSING, Ill. (March 21, 2019) – A crowd of
about 275 gathered on March 16 in a banquet
room at Serbian Social Center to celebrate the
contributions of females. The annual Women of
Honor brunch has been taking place for the past
11 years, organized by the Thornton Township
Human Relations Commission.
Girl Scout Participation
Lansing Girl Scout Troop 10092 senior scouts
Korey Ziemkowski, Anya Yadron, Kaitlyn Popp,
Lansing Girl Scouts Anya Yadron and
Kaitlyn Popp (seated), Korey Ziemkowski
and Hannah Popp.
(Photo: Carrie
Steinweg)

Hannah Popp, and Gracie Pucher assisted with
table and stage set-up and clean-up and presented flags at the start of the ceremony. Also attending were adult volunteers Colleen Ziemkowski,
Betty Hilley, and Jan Bockel, all from Lansing.
The troop is part of service unit 636, which also
includes five surrounding communities.
Bockel has been an adult volunteer for over 40
years and spent 10 years as an active Girl Scout.
“I think it’s fantastic that they are honoring
women. They are the backbone of so much and
sometimes don’t get the credit they deserve,” she
said. “And I feel so strongly about Girl Scouts and
what they do in helping girls become the best
they can be and become productive adults.”
Honoring Successful Women
“I think it’s a great event,” said Tui Muse, commissioner with Thornton Township’s Human
Relations Commission. “I encourage more

women to come
out who have
been successful in their
endeavors.”
Joyce Washington, Chair
of the Human
Relations
ABC 7 News Anchor and Reporter
Commission,
Stacey Baca poses with Thornton
said, “We try
Township Supervisor Frank
to concentrate
Zuccarelli. Baca accepted an
on Thornton
award naming her one of the 2019
Township, but
Women of Honor. (Photo provided)
honorees can be
from anywhere. We don’t limit it.”
Stacey Baca was honored for her contributions as a journalist, news anchor, and reporter.
A Colorado native, Baca currently can be seen
See “Women,” page 17

South Suburban College women’s volleyball
team to host early Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 7
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY SOUTH SUBURBAN COLLEGE

SOUTH HOLLAND, Ill. (March 18, 2019) – The women’s volleyball team at South Suburban College will
host an Easter Egg Hunt on Sunday, April 7, at 3:00pm in the SSC Fieldhouse. The event is open to the
public and is free of charge for kids aged 10 and younger.
Though the event is free, children must be preregistered as space is limited.
For more information or to register, contact Coach Michelle:
• 708-655-9965
• morth@ssc.edu
South Suburban College is located at 15800 South State Street in South Holland, Illinois.

Holy Week
SERVICES

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Palm Sunday
Worship Service

April 14, 9:45am

18420 BURNHAM AVE
708-474-1144 • www.fumclansing.org

Good Friday

Cross Walk on Ridge Road

April 19, 12:00pm

Meet at St. Ann Church (3010 Ridge Road)

Easter Sunday
Celebration Service

April 21, 9:45am
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Sign up
alone or with a group!
Pre-register online:
villageoflansing.org

(This helps us know where to pick up the trash your group collects.)
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Three Memorial Junior High students advance to
state science fair
by Carrie Steinweg

LANSING, Ill. (March 29, 2019) - For some junior
high students, the thought of a science project is
met with feelings of dread or anxiety. For other
students, it’s an opportunity to experiment and to
research and to show off their knowledge of scientific processes. At Memorial Junior High, there’s
no shortage of students who excelled in preparing
and presenting projects.
Doing a science fair project is required of students each year, and the top projects are highlighted at the school’s annual science fair. The
school has two teams—an “A” team and a “B”
team—and 25 of the top projects from each team
were selected to be featured at the February 16
science fair. This year the science fair, which was
held at Memorial Junior High, was a joint science
fair with Heritage Middle School.
Following that science fair, Science Department
Chair Ali Schroeder and other science teachers
selected two projects from each 7th and 8th grade
team to advance to the regional science fair, which
was held on March 9 at North Central College in
Naperville. The following students participated:
• Michael Chancey—Does the oil on a lane
affect the curve of a bowling ball?
• Ainsley Grant—Sticky situation: Which glue
works best?
• Brianna Hill—Hand-Eye Dominance
• Craig Morrison—Which sports drink contains
the most electrolytes?
• Olamiposi Sulaimon—How does color affect
heating by absorption of light?
• Angel Urquizo—How does a chemical reaction affect a rocket launch?
• Ezra Vitale—Shaping Your Mind’s Eye
• Ellie Wallace—How does temperature affect
battery charge?
• Cody Ziemkowski—Electromagnets

Above: Memorial Junior High 7th grader Ainsley Grant advanced at
the regional science fair with her project, Sticky situation: Which glue
works best? She will compete at the state level on May 3 and 4.
Right: Olamiposi Sulaimon (left) is shown here with Science
Department Chair Ali Schroeder and Brianna Hill, who also participated
in the regional science fair. Sulaimon will join Ainsley Grant and Craig
Morrison at the state science fair in May. (Photos provided)

Schroeder said that in recent years, the school
has typically had one student that has then advanced to the state level. This year there are three:
• Ainsley Grant
• Craig Morrison
• Olamiposi Sulaimon
“I’m pleased to announce that three of our
students will be advancing to the state science
fair. It will be held on May 3rd and 4th at Southern
Illinois University,” said Schroeder. “The three
students advancing are 8th grader Craig Morrison, 7th grader Ainsley Grant, and 7th grader
Olamiposi Sulaimon.”
Not only is it unusual that three students were

selected to compete at the state level, but according to Schroeder it has been many years since a
7th grader has moved on. It hasn’t happened in
the five years that she’s been coordinating the
science fair.
“All of Memorial Jr. High is every excited to see
three kids advance. We have not had a 7th grader
advance in a long time, and this year we have
two,” said Schroeder. “Myself and Dr. Ross will
go to state with them, and we are very excited to
cheer them on.”
Memorial Junior High School is located at 2721
Ridge Road in Lansing, Illinois.

27 citizens graduate from 2019 Citizens Police Academy
Accomplishment marked
with certificates and cake
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

LANSING, Ill. (March 23, 2019) – After 10 weeks
of two-hour classes, members of the 2019 Citizens Police Academy gathered in the courtroom
at Lansing Police headquarters on March 20 to
receive their certificates along with words of
encouragement from Lt. Scott Bailey, who led
the class, and Chief Dennis Murrin.
Deputy Chief Steve Roberts played “Pomp
and Circumstance” on his smartphone while
Lt. Bailey called the names and Mayor Patty
Eidam presented the certificates. Following
the ceremony, classmates gathered in the
atrium for generous servings of graduation
cake, coffee, and cola.
The Lansing Police Department plans to
offer another Citizens Police Academy next
January, though if enough interest is
expressed, they may offer the class
more than once a year. For more information, or to be put on the waiting list,
contact Lt. Scott Bailey: 708-895-7130
or sbailey@villageoflansing.org.

Right: Graduate Clara Wells proudly displays the
certificate she earned. (Photo: Melanie Jongsma)
Far right: Graduate Shelia Mills (right) gained
appreciation for the work of Sgt. Scott Butler
(left) and other members of the force. She
expressed her personal thanks by bringing a
homemade pound cake to the department.
(Photo: Melanie Jongsma)

The Class of 2019 included Dawn Bailey, Robert Bailey, Jean Britton, Douglas Cable, Brenda Chapman,
Robert Chapman, Sandra De Vries, Renee Dykstra, Sylvia Gutch, Jaqueline Herrera, Katrina McGee, Thomas McSwiggan,
Shelia Mills, Erin Nauta, Catherine Knetl, Gregory Parran II, Kathleen Przybyl, Jamica Quillin, Janet Rokita, Vivian
Sarbieski, Tom Stallinga, Terri Stallinga, Kelsee Stallinga, Altheria Turner, Paul Turner, Clara Wells, and Joseph Wells.
Not all members of the class are pictured here. (Photo: Melanie Jongsma)

Not all the news appears in print. Stay informed with our daily email: thelansingjournal.com/news/subscribe

James H. Bergstedt

In Memoriam: A celebration of life
for James H. Bergstedt, a veteran of the
Vietnam War, was held at the Center in
Palos Park, Illinois, on March 23, 2019.
He is survived by his wife, Priscilla; his
son, Denis; and his daughter, Lara (Brian). Internment will be in Pennsylvania.

Obituaries
Elizabeth McSwiggan
September 18, 1929 –
March 14, 2019

DYKHUIS

A joint celebration of life service for Joyce
Siegfried Dykhuis (nee Shesler) and her late
husband Paul Dykhuis will be held Saturday,
April 13, 2019 at Lansing Presbyterian
Church in Lansing, IL with Rev. Andrew
Rosencrans officiating.
Mrs. Dykhuis was born June 27, 1926 and
passed away March 20, 2019. Wife of the late
Paul Dykhuis and the late George Siegfried.
Mother of Kenneth Siegfried, Marion (Richard) Demchak, Ruth (Jack) Finlayson, and
James (Lori) Siegfried. Step-mother of Deanna “Sue” (Timothy) Winters, Jeff Dykhuis
and Tim (Lauri) Dykhuis. Grandmother of
eight and great-grandmother of three; step
grandmother of ten and step great-grandmother of three. Preceded in death by her
parents Ervin and Leota Shesler.
Interment will be private. Arrangements
are entrusted to Smits Funeral Home, Dyer,
IN.

Gregg

A Funeral Mass for Debra A. Gregg was
held on March 30, 2019 at St. Jude the Apostle Church with Rev. Ignatius Anaele officiating.
Ms. Gregg was born August 15, 1951 and
died March 24, 2019. She was the daughter
of the late Joseph and Clara Grzegorzewski
(nee Zelazek); sister of Lois (Stanley) Dorabialski; aunt of Scott (Wendy), the late Mark
and David Dorabialski; great-aunt of Kristine (Jeremy) Vargas, and Mike Dorabialski;
great-great aunt of Liam Vargas.
Interment was at Holy Cross Cemetery.
Arrangements were entrusted to Thornridge Funeral Home (Janusz Family Funeral Service).

JENSEN

A funeral Mass for Brandon A. Jensen, was
held Saturday, March 30, 2019 at St. James
Catholic Church in Sauk Village, IL, with Rev.
David Krolczyk officiating.
Mr. Jensen was born November 18, 1990
and passed away March 22, 2019. Son of
Rodney and Karen Jensen (nee Doyle).
Brother of Jeff (Katie) Jensen, Bret (Sara) Jensen, and Rachel Jensen. Grandson of Patrick
and late Emilia Doyle, and late Albert and
late Laura Jensen. Uncle of Melody Rose.
Godson of Patrick and Laurie Doyle.
Interment was private. Arrangements
were entrusted to Smits Funeral Home,
Dyer, IN.

Lansing honors
Chicago’s fallen
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

LANSING, Ill. (March 29, 2019) – Five
LPD squad cars joined two Chicago PD
cars in escorting the hearse bearing the
casket of Officer John Rivera through
Lansing Friday afternoon, March 29.
Rivera was killed in River North on
Saturday, March 23.
His funeral services took place Friday
morning at the Elmwood Chapel in Chicago, with mass following at Church of
the Annunciata in Chicago. Leaving the
church, the funeral procession headed
south on Burnham Avenue on its way to
a private interment.
Local residents and members of the
American Legion joined Village officials
and representatives from the Lansing Police Department, Lansing Fire
Department, and Lansing Public Works
Department in honoring the 23-yearold officer’s sacrifice. The 10-car procession took less than a minute to cross
Ridge Road, but Lansing had prepared
for that crossing with flags, salutes, and
respectful silence.

Local Churches
(To add your church to this directory,
email ericaw@myshopper.biz)

NORDHOFF

A visitation for Paul O. Nordhoff, will
be held Wednesday, April 3, 2019 at Smits,
DeYoung-Vroegh Funeral Home in South
Holland.
Mr. Nordhoff was born May 13, 1936 and
passed away March 30, 2019. Husband of
Barbara Nordhoff (nee Hodgson). Father of
Sandra (Rick) Traskell, Paul (Kimberly) Nordhoff, and Lisa (Timothy) Tenhove. Brother
of Dorothy Chaplain and Bettianne Krumscheid.
Arrangements are entrusted to Smits,
DeYoung-Vroegh Funeral Home, South Holland, IL.

Peck

Elizabeth A. McSwiggan, age 89 of
Lansing, Illinois, passed away peacefully on Thursday, March 14, 2019.
Elizabeth is survived by her beloved
husband Richard T. McSwiggan. Loving mother of: Linda (Don) Hodsden,
Kathy (Jerry) Skubisz, Thomas (Krista) McSwiggan, and David (Wendy)
McSwiggan. Cherished grandmother
of: Danielle Schultz, Shellie (Tom)
Cummings, Lyndsey (Jeremy) Grogan,
Kyle (Julie) Rupert, Corey (Teresita Barrantes) Skubisz, Joshua (Nicole Tabisz)
Skubisz, Michael (Melissa) McSwiggan, Marc McSwiggan, Dana (Michael)
Ratkovich, Padraic McSwiggan, Aidan
McSwiggan, and Kiernan McSwiggan.
Great grandmother of: Alexis Schultz, Bailey Schultz, Cole Schultz, Grant
Cummings, Avery Cummings, Lily Grogan, Beckett Grogan, Harrison Grogan,
Sydney Rupert, Emma Skubisz, Mariana Chacon, Esteban Chacon, Jacob
McSwiggan, Jackson McSwiggan, M.J.
Ratkovich, Everett Ratkovich, and Watson Ratkovich. Loving aunt to many
nieces and nephews. Elizabeth was
preceded in death by her loving parents John and Mary Thompson and her
brothers and sisters.
Funeral services for Elizabeth were
held on Tuesday, March 19, 2019, at
12:00pm at the Schroeder-Lauer Funeral Home, 3227 Ridge Road, Lansing, Illinois. Elizabeth was laid to rest at Holy
Cross Cemetery, Calumet City, Illinois.
Betty married Richard at Sacred Heart
Church in Chicago, IL, August 25, 1951.
They moved to Lansing, IL, in 1954,
where they were long-time members
of St. Ann’s Church, ensuring their four
children received a Christian education.
She was a talented seamstress, creating everything from tiny doll clothes to
bridal dresses. She knitted beautiful afghans for every grandchild in the family,
along with baby outfits and blankets for
every newborn. Betty loved crafts of all
varieties and always had a project. She
also enjoyed puzzles, board games, and
especially card games during family
gatherings.
Betty enthusiastically worked as a
sales representative for Sears Roebuck
& Co. in River Oaks Shopping Center for
more than 15 years. She was a member
of the Lan Oak Lanes women’s bowling
league during her earlier years in Lansing. For her 86th birthday she received
an iPad and enjoyed card games along
with cruising Facebook for pictures of
her grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Betty/Mom/Gramma was the rock
and matriarch we all leaned on during
any family crisis, always the first person
to take charge and manage the situation. She loved all of us very much and
held us close in her comforting spirit.
Memorial donations may be made in
Elizabeth’s name to the Salvation Army.
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A Funeral Service for LeRoy A. Peck Jr.
was held on March 30, 2019 at Thornridge
Funeral Home with Deacon Mel Stasinski
officiating.
Mr. Peck was born June 16, 1938 and died
March 24, 2019. He was the husband of the
late Dorothy (nee Sweeney); father of Sharon (Rick) Harper-Peck, and LeRoy A. Peck
III; grandfather of Hannah, Emrys, and Eros;
great-grandfather of Orion, Jasper, and River; brother of Wally (Martha) Peck; companion of Mary Ann Cunane.
Interment was at St. Mary Cemetery. Arrangements were entrusted to Thornridge
Funeral Home (Janusz Family Funeral Service).

Schultz

A Funeral Service for Dorothea C. Schultz
(nee Hirsch) will be held on April 3, 2019 at
Thornridge Funeral Home with Deacon Tim
Springer officiating.
Mrs. Schultz was born March 8, 1923 and
died March 28, 2019. She was the wife of the
late Louis; mother of Carol Vanek, Tamara
Vanek, Victoria Wagner, and Louis Schultz;
grandmother of Schaun Wagner.
Entombment will be at Holy Cross Mausoleum. Arrangements are entrusted to
Thornridge Funeral Home (Janusz Family
Funeral Service).

TRENTACOSTI

A funeral service for Robert Trentacosti
was held Monday, April 1, 2019 at Lynwood
United Reformed Church in Lynwood, IL,
with Rev. Nick Alons officiating.
Mr. Trentacosti was born August 13, 1925
and passed away March 26, 2019. Husband
of the late Lois M. Trentacosti (nee Klemp).
Father of Susan Trentacosti and the late
Ellen (Boyd “Bud”) Witvoet. Grandfather
of 2; great-grandfather of 6. Brother of the
late Marie (late Rex) Fisher, late John (late
Marge), late Ken (late Blanche), and the late
Kathy (late Jim) Koubek.
Interment was at Chapel Hill Gardens
South Cemetery, Alsip, IL. Arrangements
were entrusted to Smits, DeYoung-Vroegh
Funeral Home, South Holland, IL.

Bethel Church

3500 Glenwood-Lansing Road, Lansing
708-474-9226
Pastor Cal Aardsma

Worship Services
9:30am and 5:00pm
Church School—9:45am

3440 178th Street, Lansing
708-474-5400

Worship Services

Sunday School................................9:30am
Sunday Worship..........................10:30am

3134 Ridge Road, Lansing
708-474-9610
www.firstchurchpca.org
Ben Kappers, Pastor

Worship Services

Morning Worship........................ 9:30am
Sunday School..............................11:00am
Evening Worship.......................... 5:30pm

Lynwood United
Reformed Church

1990 E. Glenwood-Dyer Road, Lynwood
708-474-4100
www.LynwoodURC.org
Rev. Nick Alons Pastor

Worship Services
9:30am and 5:00pm

Wachtor

A Funeral Mass for Helen R. Wachtor
(nee Oleksy) was held on April 1, 2019 at St.
Andrew the Apostle Church with Rev. Jack
Dada officiating.
Mrs. Wachtor was born October 27, 1929
and died March 28, 2019. She was the wife
of the late John; mother of Mary Ann O’Connell, Carol (Robert) Sterling, and Julie (Andrew) Bryant; grandmother of Melissa, Tim,
Will, and Anna, and great-grandmother of
Joshua and Kylee.
Interment was at Holy Cross Cemetery.
Arrangements were entrusted to Thornridge
Funeral Home (Janusz Family Funeral Service).

The Lansing Journal runs full obituaries
with photos in our daily online news
(thelansingjournal.com) as we receive
information from funeral homes both
local and out-of-state. For $100, we can
also include a version of the notice and
photo in our upcoming monthly print
edition. Interested families can contact
The Lansing Journal directly, or ask your
funeral home to do so.

2244 Indiana Avenue, Lansing
708-474-9576
www.oakglenurc.org
FB: Oak Glen United Reformed Church
Rev. Ed Marcusse, Pastor

Worship Services

Morning Worship........................ 9:30am
Sunday School..............................11:00am
Evening Worship..........................5:00pm
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Local teachers recognized for excellence

Lansing Christian School and Unity Christian Academy among winners
by Ashlee De Wit

CHICAGO (March 27, 2019) —
Local educators were among those
honored with Teacher Excellence
Awards from the Center for Christian Urban Educators (C-CUE). The
awards were presented at C-CUE’s
second annual iTeach Celebration
last week.
Among the recipients were two
Lansing Christian School (LCS)
teachers and two teachers from the
brand-new Unity Christian Academy
(UCA) in South Holland:
• Hannah Schaap of LCS and Gabriel
Kong of UCA each received the “I
See You” award, recognizing teachers who “are exceptionally good
at getting to know their students’
skills, needs, cultures, interests,
families, and personalities in order
to teach, support, and mentor them.”
• C-CUE presented Joy Krygsheld of
LCS with the Teacher Leadership
Award, for those who “serve as
leaders in their respective school
community by supporting, assisting, mentoring, and encouraging
their colleagues.”
• Charis Bootsma of UCA was given
the Pedagogy Award, which acknowledges the efforts of teachers
who “search out and construct
meaningful educational experiences that allow students to solve
real-world problems.”
Award recipients were nominated
by their colleagues or by families at
the school.
“It is the most gratifying feeling
to have our faculty recognized when
we’ve only been open a couple of
months,” said UCA Head of School
Loukisha Smart-Pennix. “It makes

Above: Hannah Schaap
of Lansing Christian
School received an
“I See You” Award.
The award ceremony
was held at Daystar
Christian School
in Chicago. (Photo:
Zachary Cordes)

Above: Lansing Christian School’s Joy
Krygsheld was recognized with the Teacher
Leadership Award. (Photo: Zachary Cordes)

classrooms,” said Jon Postma, the
school’s principal. “They don’t do it
for awards or recognition. They do it
for the benefit of our kids and for the
glory of God. But these simple recognitions certainly give a boost to our
teachers. To hear, ‘Well done’—that’s
a powerful phrase.”
C-CUE provides a professional and
support network for Christians serving in private and/or public schools
in urban environments. It is a joint
venture of Trinity Christian College,
located in Palos Heights, and Bright
Promise Fund for Christian Urban
Education, a nonprofit charitable
organization that supports Christian
schools located in the Chicago area.

Right: Charis Bootsma
and Gabriel Kong
of Unity Christian
Academy received the
Pedagogy Award and
an “I See You” Award,
respectively. (Photo:
Josh Bootsma)

me proud to be a
part of this team
that’s doing exceptional work in the
lives of students. It is awesome for
both of them [Kong and Bootsma]
to be recognized. It is a testament
to the mission and vision of UCA—
high school redefined and redesigned. These two have been instrumental in what that means.”
Approximately 70 people attended the 3-hour event and awards

Considering a Move?
Call Cathy & Jim Higgins

• Complimentary Market Evaluation
• We’ll Provide Answers to all of your
Real Estate Questions
• We’ll Advise you on what you need to
do to get your home ready for sale!
•
•
•
•

We’ll take you step by step through the entire process!
Experts in the coordination of your Sale & next Purchase!
Licensed in Illinois & Indiana for your convenience
We are committed to the highest standards of
Professionalism, Integrity & Client Service.
• Put our Experience to work for you!

See what we do at www.CathyHiggins.com
Email: Cathyah@aol.com
Call: 708-828-3304
We Sold 170 + Homes the Past 2 Years For a Reason!

ceremony, held at Daystar Christian
School in Chicago. Teachers who had
reached career milestones were also
recognized for years of service.
“Each of our teachers
at Lansing Christian
dvantage
puts so much heart,
CARPET,
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time, and effort into
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‘For People Who Really Care About Their Dogs’
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Promapalooza in Lansing
by Jamilyn Hiskes

LANSING, Ill. (March 31, 2019) Pleased laughs rang through the air
inside First Christian Church of Lansing on March 31 as about 30 teenage girls turned up for the church’s
annual Promapalooza event.
Hosted by Community Closet—a
“zero-dollar operation” thrift shop run
out of the church—Promapalooza is
a day when girls who can’t afford a
dress for their prom, their graduation,
or another formal event, can come
and find a dress, shoes, and jewelry for
free. This is the event’s seventh year,
according to co-founder Laura Hensley, and its mission to make dreams
come true has remained the same
throughout those years.
“We don’t want someone to give up
on their prom just because of a few
dollars,” Hensley said.
Hensley’s daughter, Michelle Perry,
was the impetus behind Community Closet. She was inspired to start
taking in donated goods to help those
in need after reading a story about an
abused, displaced baby on Facebook.
She was 16 years old at the time and
used the social media platform to
gather donations of diapers, clothes,
and other supplies to make the infant’s relocation go more smoothly.
“It kind of just snowballed from
there,” Perry, now a 23-year-old teacher, said. “We’ve helped fire victims,
homeless people, pet shelters. We try
to spread out as much as we can.”
Community Closet started in
Perry and Hensley’s living room, and

seven years later they have donations being delivered to First Christian Church of Lansing in vans and
semi trucks. They get enough items
to serve Lansing, Steger, Hammond,
and several other nearby communities. Hensley said it’s because of
their incredible base of donors.
“If we have a specific need, we can
post it on Facebook, and within 20
minutes, for some odd reason, we
get what we need,” she said. “We’ve
not failed yet.”
Prom dresses, shoes, and jewelry
are only a small fraction of the items
that Community Closet takes in,
but during Promapalooza each year,
they’re the most popular items in
stock. Every style from mermaid to
ball gown was available this year, in
any color or size a prom-aged girl
could dream of. Some even still had
price tags on them. The number of
dresses was almost enough to completely fill the room they were being
displayed in, and almost every one
was held up and examined or tried
on at least once.
Codi Killis of Beecher brought her
three teenage daughters to the event
this year, after bringing only one last
year.
“I just wanted them to have some
nice dresses for their school dance,”
Killis said. “We saw a post about it [on
Facebook] and decided to come out.”
Her daughters laughed and tried
on dresses with some of the other
visitors throughout the afternoon,
helping each other choose which
one to try on next and offering shoe
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Laura Hensley started Promapalooza in her living room seven years ago. Now the annual
event is held at First Christian Church of Lansing. (Photo: Jamie Hiskes)

suggestions—with some help from
Hensley. She recalls one girl last year
who chose a dress no one thought
would leave the rack.
“It had big purple and red spots all
over it,” Hensley said. “But she was
thrilled with it and she looked beautiful in it when we saw the pictures.”
Every Sunday when Community
Closet is open is “craziness,” according
to Hensley, but it’s all worth it to her.
“I just love hearing the giggles,” she
said. “These kids all do it together.
They’re not all related, but they’re
helping each other. They’re good kids.”
One girl left the church this year
with a purple leopard-print dress
that made her smile ear-to-ear when
she wore it. Another left with a poofy

white gown decorated with purple
accents, along with a pair of black
suede heels. At the end of the event,
every girl left with at least one dress
they’d fallen in love with. Hensley
credits all of it to their donors.
“If you give people a chance to do
good, people will do good,” Hensley
said. “They want to make life better
for somebody else because they can.”
First Christian Church of Lansing
is located at 2921 Ridge Road. Community Closet is open 12:30–3:00pm
every Sunday, except the first
Sunday of the month. More information is available at their Facebook
page, “The Community Closet of
Steger and Southlands.”
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Ceremonial urn covers offer meaningful dignity
Now available in Lansing for veteran memorials, ceremonies
by Carrie Steinweg

LANSING, Ill. (March 30, 2019) - Last summer Lansing Trustee Dr. Maureen Grady-Perovich and her
husband, Tony Perovich, were in Santa Fe, New
Mexico, for a reunion with Tony’s Vietnam veteran
buddies. They decided pay a visit to the national
cemetery there. While visiting, they were approached by the cemetery foreman, who thanked
Tony for his service with a pin and written declaration recognizing Vietnam-era veterans. As
they talked with the man, the Peroviches learned
about Everlasting Tree, a program initiated by
Idaho artist John Sword to provide handcrafted
wooden urn covers for use in veteran memorials
and burial ceremonies, especially for families who
otherwise couldn’t afford one.
Meaningful elements
Sword designed the urns using
natural elements, like leaves on
the lid replicated in bronze from a
leaf collected at Arlington National Cemetery. Incorporated into
the base of the urns are soil or
sand from battlefields throughout
the world, including Normandy
and Iwo Jima, where many of
those serving in the military were
injured or lost their lives.
The leaves are cast by the same
company that did bronze work
for the World War II Memorial
and the frames that hold the

Declaration of Independence, the U.S. constitution, and the Bill of Rights in Washington D.C.
Sword makes each urn cover with his own
hands and donates them to be used at national
cemeteries. Thanks to the Peroviches’ conversation with the cemetery foreman in New Mexico,
now two urn covers have made their way to Lansing, Illinois.
Ceremonial dignity
“What happens is that cremains come back
in a plastic box with a baggie inside, and some
veterans’ families can’t afford an urn,” said GradyPerovich. “This gentleman didn’t like the idea that
some vets couldn’t afford an urn, especially for the
ceremony. He carves these urn covers for veteran ceremonies, and the thought was to donate
to national cemeteries in groups of two, since

sometimes the veterans want to be interred with
their spouse.”
The urn covers are now being used by all of the
national cemeteries in the Pacific District and
some in the Continental District, as well as several state cemeteries. They’re being used at Pearl
Harbor and at least 19 other cemeteries in California, Oregon, Washington, New Mexico, Arizona,
Alaska, Nevada, Montana, and Idaho.
Perovich was interested in seeing them put in
use in the Midwest district. She’s been working
toward placing them into some veteran cemeteries in the Midwest, but the pair that she received—the first to be used east of the Mississippi
River—are right here in Lansing. Schroeder-Lauer Funeral Home and American Legion Post 697
have agreed to keep them in their possession and
make them available for veteran ceremonies.
Grady-Perovich said that Bob Cole and
Don Sciackitano from Schroeder-Lauer Funeral Home were impressed by
the detail and care that Sword put into
making the urn covers. Several weeks
ago, they saw an opportunity and asked
the family of a Korean War veteran if
they would like to use the ceremonial
urn cover. The family was grateful and
used it at the committal shelter at the
cemetery and brought it back to the
funeral home. “They [Schroeder-Lauer]
recognize what a good thing this is,” said
Grady-Perovich.
Giving back
Grady-Perovich was in touch with
Sword initially to try and make a

John Sword’s memorial urn covers for
veterans include a bronze leaf replica of
actual leaf found at Arlington National
Cemetery. (Photo provided)

See “Urn covers,” page 14
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LFD gets approval for new fire engine
Lighter, faster, more efficient—and under budget

more durable chassis, which came
with a better warranty, and which
would bump them up five months
ahead in the manufacturing timetable. All things considered, it was
an offer the Department Engine
Committee could not refuse.
The Department Engine Committee came in under budget at
$591,634, using HGAC (Houston/
Galveston Area Council), a nationwide service that helps units
of local government streamline
expensive purchases through
competitive cooperative bidding
(sort of like a governmental Groupon). The Village will finance the
new engine through a seven-year
capital lease using General Funds
allocated for fire department vehicle acquisition.

BY JENNIFER YOS

LANSING, Ill. (March 28, 2019) – At the
March 19 Village Board meeting, the
Lansing Fire Department received official
approval to purchase a new custom-designed E-ONE fire engine through Fire
Services, Inc., of St. John, Indiana. The
approval was the culmination of eight
months of careful research and design.

Careful research
In August of 2018, four fire department members volunteered to form a
Department Engine Committee—Lt.
Keith Zigterman (chairman), Eng.
Martin Burns (Gold Shift), FF John
Grady (Red Shift), and FF Kyle HasThe Lansing Fire Department posted images on their Facebook page to announce the
selbring (Black Shift). The committee
new engine, along with their thanks to the Village Board for approving the purchase.
members spoke with their respective
(Image used with permission)
shift members for input, and then in
collaboration, compiled a list of musthas manufacturing plants in Ocala, Florida, and
have specifications for a new fire engine design.
Planned improvements
Hamburg, New York. Lansing’s new pumper will
The committee spent the next four months
The new E-One design meets the Lansing firebe built at the New York location, and commitmeeting with representatives from major fire
fighters’ current needs for safety and efficiency
tee members will visit the plant once during the
engine manufacturers—Pierce, Spartan, Seabuild, and then again for a pre-delivery inspection. with a number of differences from their current
grave, E-ONE, Sutphen, and Ferarra—their goal
rigs. The hose bed has been lowered for safer and
Fortunate upgrade
being to custom design and secure the best
faster access. Also, because Lansing currently has
Fire Service, Inc., of St. John, IN, is both a dealer
possible fire engine within their $600,000 budget,
fire hydrants every 380 feet, the engine’s water
while taking into account customer service, main- for E-ONE and a fire apparatus service center. The tank capacity could be dropped by 250 gallons.
Lansing Fire Department currently uses them
tenance, and warranties.
The committee eliminated excess equipment,
for servicing their existing fleet. Working with
After careful consideration of what each mantailoring the equipment to current crew numbers.
Fire Service’s sales representative Matt Timmer,
ufacturer had to offer, they chose E-ONE, a fire
They also designed the wheel base under 200
the Department Engine Committee originally
apparatus manufacturer in business since 1974
inches for easy turning on tight streets. These
planned to build a fire engine with an aluminum
that recently signed a contract with the Chicaadjustments provide lighter, faster, more effichassis rather than stainless steel in order to save cient service, and allow them to go with a 380 hp
go Fire Department to replace their engines,
approximately $25,000, but Timmer alerted them
trucks, and towers for the next five years. E-ONE
engine as opposed to the current 500 hp engines.
to a fortuitous oppor“This one I’m really happy with,” said Grady.
tunity to get a stain“I was part of the build team for the truck, and I
less steel chassis at
loved it—that’s my favorite vehicle to drive. I am so
half cost. Another fire
excited for this one. The look and the design kind
department had pulled of harkens back to the old New York-style pumpers
out of contract on a
like from the late eighties, early nineties—kind of
stainless steel body,
lower, streamlined. So that’s kind of what we were
YOUR “CAR GUYS”
UNLIMITED
and the Lansing Fire
looking for.”
The new E-ONE is scheduled for delivery in late
Department was ofSINCE 1982
SERVICE
October and will be housed at Fire Station #29
fered the ready-made,
(formerly StaAUTOMOTIVE
708-895-9520
tion 3) at 19300
Burnham Avenue.
3210 RIDGE ROAD • LA NS ING , I L
It will replace the
fire department’s
George Vincent
Ron Wood
current 1987
GMC conventionOwner
Manager
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disaster.
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‘How much is that sweater/foot locker/

Tiny’s Flowers

Lansing Sport Shop

Lansing Floral Shop & Greenhouse

Location: 18055 Torrence Avenue
Display Designer: Tiny (owner)
Tiny designs her own floral arrangements
and window displays. Currently in her window:
an Easter celebration. She changes her displays
monthly for each upcoming holiday.

Location: 3263 Ridge Road
Display Designer: Joyce
This long-standing Lansing business is a great
place to pick up some new athletic gear. Lansing
Sport Shop changes out their displays quarterly.

Location: 3420 Ridge Road
Display Designer: Crystal
At Lansing Floral, happy Easter bunnies welcome customers inside. Tulips, lilies, and roses
are perfect decorations for the upcoming holiday.

New 2 You

Sandler’s Shoes

Edible Arrangements

Location: 18230 Torrence Avenue
Display Designers: Leanne, Kathy, and Karen
New 2 You has several windows and therefore
several displays, each with its own unique theme.
The New 2 You windows showcase some of the
store’s newest merchandise. Most items go on
sale the second week of the month, meaning
new displays appear in the windows the second
Wednesday of each month.

Location: 3313 Ridge Road
Display Designer: The Sandler’s Shoes staff
Shoes on display are changed out seasonally,
especially around winter and spring. The whole
Sandler’s team is responsible for putting together the front window and the new owners are
excited to put their own personal flair into the
displays.

Location: 3422 Ridge Road
Display Designer: Candice, with help from
other Edible Arrangements staff
Tasty treats are front and center at Edible Arrangements. Inspiration for displays often comes
from major holidays, such as Mother’s Day or the
Fourth of July—and, currently, Easter.

The Bunker Military Surplus

New 2 You shoppers know that the window display items
are not available for purchase until the second week of
the month.

Edible Arrangements offers an Easter Bunny Party™ fruit
bouquet for Easter gatherings. The arrangement features
pineapple bunnies dipped in semisweet chocolate.

Location: 3321 Ridge Road
Display Designer: Richard
(owner)
The current display pays
homage to all branches of
the military.
A Marine uniform stands at
attention near the door to
welcome customers.
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sandal/frame/bouquet in the window?’
A glimpse

at Lansing
The Foto Shop

businesses’

Fashionette

window
displays
along

Location: 3332 Ridge Road
Display Designer: The Foto Shop staff
Known for their cameras and printing services, The Foto
Shop also sells trophies.

Torrence

Location: 3334 Ridge
Road
Display Designer: Jen
Stylish spring apparel
decorates the storefront at this Lansing
staple. Fashionette
keeps up with the
latest fashion trends by
changing out the displays with the seasons.

Avenue
and
Ridge Road

CDL Instructors

Needed
Full or Part Time
Good Pay with Benefits
Be home every night
773-736-5522, x304 Agnes

Text and photos by Katie Arvia

Taylor
Steam

• Some Furniture Moved
• Odor Control Available
• Free Pre-Spot
• Deep Clean Extraction
• Free Deodorizer
• Free Color Brightener
• Truck-Mount Unit

NO HIDDEN CHARGES
INSURED & BONDED
ALL WORK
GUARANTEED

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

CARPET
CLEANING
ANY 6 ROOMS

15
$
25
$
30

$

CARPET
&
UPHOLSTERY
TILE & GROUT
CLEANING

WHOLE HOUSE

80

Chair

$

Loveseat 2 Cushion

(L-Shaped & Great Room
Considered 2 Rooms)

Sofa 3 Cushion

Taylor Steam for a Spring Clean
Call For Appointment 708-385-5057

ANY SIZE ROOM $20
WHOLE HOUSE
DUCT CLEANING

Removes Up To 96%
Of All Dust, Dirt, Pollen, Mold
Spores & Animal Dander

per room
(2 Rooms Minimum)

All work
customer satisfaction
guaranteed!

95

$

SAME DAY
OR NEXT
DAY SERVICE

Unlimited Registers • Single
Furnace • Home

FREE

Slice of Pl. Cheesecake, Cup of
Soup, Med. Pop or French Fries
with Single Sandwich or Dinner Only

Not Valid With Any Other Offers. Must Present Coupon. Limit 1 Coupon Per Person, Per Visit. Expires 5/4/19

17816 Torrence Ave. Lansing, IL 60438 (708) 895-1500 (708) 895-4900 Fax
Hours: Mon-Thurs 10am-2am Fri-Sat 10am-3am / Sun 11am-12am

Dine-In, Carry Out, Drive- Thru, Delivery
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Urn covers,

off to war. “I always felt like I owed them befrom page 10
cause I didn’t have to participate,” said Sword.
“That’s one of the reasons I do this.”
donation toward the project, which she said
He first felt the need when he and his wife were
Sword wouldn’t accept. “He said, ‘This is my
looking for an urn cover for his aunt and couldn’t
chance to give back,’ and he provides these
find one they liked, so Sword made one. Around
urn covers for veterans to use at no cost,” said
2014, he started donating them. He also makes
Grady-Perovich. The decorative cover can be
custom urns that are sold through Etsy, but he
used at funeral homes, private ceremonies, or
said about 70 percent of what he makes is donatcemetery ceremonies.
ed for veteran use.
Sword did not serve in the military, but was
“Maureen has gone above and beyond to make
eligible for the draft in 1971. When the draft
this happen” said Sword. “She wanted to know if
lottery was done, he ended up with a number
they could do this around Chicago, and she’s been
in the 300s, which prevented him from being
out there trying to place urns. I hope she keeps
drafted, but he watched many of his friends go
doing it. We encourage
Village Trustee Maureen Grady-Perovich shows Fred Schrum, commander of American
local citizens to help us
Legion Post 697, the ceremonial urn cover donated by John Sword. Holes at the bottom
in our endeavor.”
of the cover contain soil from battlefields around the world, including Normandy and
He hopes to continue
Iwo Jima, where many were injured or lost their lives. The American Legion will keep the
urn for use with veteran memorial services they are sometimes called upon to perform.
(Photo: Carrie Steinweg)

making the urn covers and making them available
at more national and state cemeteries. “There’s
no way I could do urns for all the veterans, but
thought I could make these boxes to make the
ceremonies a little more dignified.”

Good use
In March Grady-Perovich presented the second
urn cover to Commander Fred Schrum of American Legion Post 697 at their regular meeting.
She gave a little background on Everlasting Tree
and relayed the story of a recent female veteran
who served as a WASP (Women Airforce Service
Pilot)—Sword designed an urn cover for her when
she was interred at Arlington National Cemetery.
“Please put it to good use,” Grady-Perovich told
American Legion Post members as she presented the ceremonial urn cover. “It can be used at
cemeteries or funeral homes at the discretion of
the post, and
I hope you’ll
reach out to
CHUCK PARKHILL 847-687-2993
other posts
who may be
able to use it.”
For further
information
on the urn
covers and
Everlasting
Tree project,
visit everlastingtree.com.
RECORDS • CAMERAS

VINYL
OLD STEREOS • LEGO SETS Tell
OLD TOYS • MODEL TRAINS Your
LAMPS • BEER SIGNS Friends!
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Quality, Value
&
Integrity
A Christian owned and operated company since 1987

Up to

500 Off

$

Any Furnace/
AC System
Previous sales excluded.

Cannot be combined with
other discounts or offers.

Expires 4/30/2019

30Off

$

Any Service Repair
Cannot be used towards
diagnostic fee.

COMMUNITY CHURCH
A Ministry of the Christian Reformed Church

You’re Invited!

Cannot be combined with
other discounts or offers.

Expires 4/30/2019

• Blended Worship Style
• Casual Dress

Is it time to get to church, or get
back to church?

• Solid Bible Teaching

Do you have special gifts which
you would like to share?

• Praise Team

• Nursery and Children’s
Programs
Financing Available to
Qualified Buyers
Subject to credit approval.
See dealer for details.

Are you looking for ways to
serve God?

Would you like to be part of a
new ministry starting in Lowell?

Worship gathering at 10:00am every Sunday

Come as you are!

Let’s find out what God has in store for our
New Church Family. HOPE to see you there!

CHARITY OF THE MONTH

HopeChurchLowell.com

219-690-8889

219-627-1344 • illianaheating.net
FREE ESTIMATES ON NEW EQUIPMENT

Email: hopechurchlowell@gmail.com
Like us on Facebook:
Hope Community Church of Lowell CRC

Visit us at our

New Church Home

10505 W. 181st Ave. (Rt 2)
Lowell IN 46356

The Lansing Journal | April 3, 2019 | 15

Not all the news appears in print. Stay informed with our daily email: thelansingjournal.com/news/subscribe
Left: The northern edge of the project will start just north of 178th
street, where the concrete ends and the asphalt begins.
Below: IDOT will provide the $1.9 million needed for the project,
which will extend south to Glenwood-Dyer Road in Lynwood.
(Photos: Josh Bootsma)

Below: Curbs along Torrence will be replaced as needed,
like this one at 184th Street. (Photo: Josh Bootsma)

TORRENCE AVENUE

Above: Village Communications
Director Ken Reynolds feels that the
benefits of having Torrence Avenue
resurfaced far outweigh the shortterm negatives of traffic delays.
(Photo: Josh Bootsma)
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The Torrence Avenue
resurfacing project will
stretch from 178th Street
in Lansing 3.4 miles south
to Glenwood-Dyer Road
in Lynwood. Scheduled to
begin in May and continue
through the end of August,
the project will replace the
current layer of asphalt on
the heavily used road.
(Map graphic created by
Erin Nauta)

Safety and alternate routes
Residents are encouraged to take extra
precaution while driving through the
work zones, as workers, slow-moving
trucks, and other potential hazards will
be in the roadway. It is not yet known
what the speed limit will be in work zone
areas, but this information will be posted
alongside the roadway when the work
starts. During the work period, traffic
lights will be triggered by timers instead
of detectors in the road, causing longer
red lights for drivers.
Reynolds said the Village will work with
the Lansing Police Department to communicate as much information as possible, including potential alternate routes
that avoid Torrence. He anticipates more
traffic will use 170th Street, Burnham
Avenue, Wentworth Avenue, and frontage
roads along the expressway.
Pintar expressed a similar sentiment
and warned motorists against speeding
through residential areas: “We don’t
want cars that take Torrence Avenue
on a daily basis finding a new alternate
route through a subdivision. That’s the
last thing we want.”
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be constructed to meet ADA (Americans
with Disabilities Act) requirements.
During this process, one lane of traffic
will always be open going in either direction. Farther south where the street
becomes only two lanes, a traffic flagger
will be present to regulate the flow of
vehicles while resurfacing takes place.
It is not yet known where work will
begin on the 3.4 mile stretch of road. All
work will take place during daylight hours,
meaning no noise or nighttime safety
issues will be of concern to residents.

Appreciating the forest, not
the trees
As preparation work will begin taking
place later this month, and residents can
start expecting delays in the near future,
Reynolds hopes motorists will have
patience. He said, “I hope the residents
keep the old ‘forest for the trees’ thing
in mind and know that what they’re
going to have at the end [of the project] is going to be a major, major
road in our town that’s going to be
completely resurfaced.”
As the start date for the project
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Thunder Squadron
cadets promoted;
two become officers
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE CIVIL AIR PATROL

LANSING, Ill. (March 28, 2019) – At a recent meeting of Civil Air Patrol’s
Thunder Squadron, several cadets were promoted. Among those who
moved up in ranks were two cadets who completed Phase 2 of the Cadet
Program and earned the General
Thunder Composite Squadron meets
Billy Mitchell Award.
every
Wednesday from 7:00–9:00pm at
Cadet 2nd Lieutenant Elliot
Heritage Middle School, 19250 Burnham
Basem and Cadet 2nd Lieutenant
Avenue in Lansing. (Photo provided)
Alexander Bronas will now serve in
officer roles. C/2Lt Basem serves as
the unit’s Cadet Aerospace Education Officer and is a representative for Thunder Squadron with the Group 2 Cadet Advisory
Council. C/2Lt Bronas serves as the unit’s Deputy
Cadet Commander.
839 E 153RD CT | SOUTH HOLLAND, IL 60473
Also promoted were Cadet Senior Airman
Nicholas Lopez, Cadet Senior Master Sergeant
Saylor Santori, Cadet Chief Master Sergeant
John Morgan, and Cadet Chief Master Sergeant
Ian Steinweg.
Several new cadets also earned their first
stripe and the rank of Airman. Those who
completed this first achievement in the Civil
Air Patrol Cadet Program are Cadet Airman
Jonathan Pattara, Cadet Airman Cody Ziemkowski, Cadet Airman Tyler Dahlstrom, and Cadet
Airman Evan Landrum.
Civil Air Patrol is an auxiliary program of the
United States Air Force and is open to youths
age 12–20.
Thunder Composite Squadron meets every
Wednesday from 7:00–9:00pm at Heritage
Middle School, 19250 Burnham Avenue in Lansing. The Squadron comprises members from
Lansing and surrounding communities, including Mokena, Homewood, Crown Point, Hobart,
and Schererville.
More information is available online. Visit
gocivilairpatrol.com and follow “CAP Thunder
Composite Squadron” on Facebook.
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• Includes thermal hem and grommets in corners
• Other sizes available

• Save more - provide your own design

Da n n y Ro s s
REALTOR ®
708.774.9087
danny@dannysellssoho.com

HomeSmart Connect
HomeSmart Connect
LICENSE: 475.102241
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Copyright ©2019 HomeSmart International, LLC. Each brokerage independently owned and operated. MLS ID# 10296730 All
information to be verified by the recipient. Licensed in the state of Illinois.
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Other construction news

Burnham Avenue construction begins 2019 Street Resurfacing Program:
in Lynwood April 1
plans are underway
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

BY JENNIFER YOS

LANSING, Ill. (March 25, 2019) – Village of Lansing Administration was
notified in late March that the Village of Lynwood will need to close Burnham Avenue at 202nd Street beginning April 1. Repairs to the culvert in that
area will continue through April 28. “They do not expect the work to be done
early,” said the email from Lynwood Fire Chief John Cobb.
Cobb also conceded that “there is no easy detour over the creek—only
Torrence Avenue.” Torrence Avenue is also scheduled for construction this
summer, and both Villages are hopeful that Burnham Avenue repairs will be
completed before Torrence work begins in earnest.
Closing Burnham at 202nd Street will block direct access to all of Lynwood south and east of 202nd, as well as Alpine, Paradise, and Lynway trailer parks. Direct access to Franciscan St. Margaret Hospital in Dyer, Indiana,
will also be blocked.
Village officials are asking Lansing residents to “Please plan accordingly.”

LANSING, Ill. (April 2, 2019) – At the March 19 Village Board meeting, Trustee Mike Skrbina reported on plans for Lansing’s 2019 Street Resurfacing
Program. The following streets made the list for resurfacing this year:
• Adams Street from Burnham Avenue to Henry St.
• 181st Street from School Street to Park Avenue
• 182nd Place from Oak Street to Greenbay Avenue
• Greenbay Avenue from Illinois Street to Ann Street
• Illinois Street from Greenbay Avenue to Burnham Avenue
• Ada Street from Ann Street to N. Schultz Drive
• Sherman Street from S. Schultz Drive to 186th Street
• Otto Street from Walter Street to Henry Street
• Oakwood Avenue from ComEd Road to 192nd Street
• 191st Street from Burnham Avenue to Grant Street
• Wildwood Avenue from 193rd Place to Glenwood-Lansing Road

Women, from page 5
on weekend morning newscasts on ABC 7 News
Saturday and Sunday Mornings shows and on
10:00pm ABC 7 News newscasts. Baca has been
married to her husband Todd Gilchrist, a retired
naval aviator, for 22 years, which inspired a passion
for covering military news in the Chicago area.
Darlene Gray Everett, current president of
School Board District 149, was also honored for
her expertise in school board relations and leadership. She also serves as a Board Delegate and
Director At-Large for the Illinois School Board
Association and is vice president for the Calumet
City Library. In 2015, she was recognized as an
Emeritus Board Leadership Academy Fellow. She

Environment Federation. She was founding
editor of Chicago Wilderness magazine and was a
founding board member of Friends of the Forest
Preserves.
March is Women’s History Month, which celebrates the contributions of women to history and
society. (Graphic: www.womenshistorymonth.gov)
“We want to honor women and as time passes
more and more women are being honored,” said
Washington. “We should be recognizing women
for all their accomplishments in life.”

is also owner and operator of Everett Safe Express
Transportation LLC.
Also recognized was Johnnie M. Lane, Village of
Phoenix Clerk. A Phoenix resident since 1961, Lane
is an active member of Daniel Chapel A.M.E. Zion
Church and has served as a member of the Cook
County Health Department and Treasurer of the
Southwest Municipal Clerks Association. She also
works with the United Way of Harvey and Phoenix
Ladies Auxiliary. She’s a founding member of the
Phoenix Fest committee and served as treasurer
for its 25 years. She has been village clerk for over
40 years.
Debra Shore, the final honoree, is Commissioner
on the Board of the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago, first elected in
2006 and re-elected in
2012 and 2018. She has
been a strong advocate
for cleaning up Chicago waterways and
for resource recovery.
In 2013, she received
the Public Officials
Award from the Water

Human Relations Commission
Members of the Human Relations Commission
are Shirley Bloodworth (Homewood), Oscar M.
Canales (South Holland), Evanne Carvlin (Dolton),
Paula E. Counts (Calumet City), Ruby Donahue
(Harvey), Joseph L. Marjan (Riverdale), Tui Muse
(Dixmoor), Mabel P. Ricker (Calumet City), Bert
Rivera (Lansing), Joyce Washington (Dolton),
Loretta Wells (Phoenix) and Annette Whittington
(Harvey). Township staff includes Sonia Gutierrez,
HRC secretary; Ernst Lamothe, Jr., community
relations; Elizabeth Gonzalez, staff assistant; Delia
Medina, program assistant.

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN - LANSING

Rummage Sale!
April 6th 9am - 2pm

18100 WENTWORTH • LANSING IL
—Enter Through the Gym Doors—

2OFF

$
Hey readers! Can you find at least 15 references to
the month of April in this drawing? Some are a bit
obscure, so keep your mind pathways clear.
Answers will be published online toward the end of April. Subscribe so
you’ll be notified! thelansingjournal.com/news/subscribe

any large
16” pizza OR

3OFF

$

any super
18” pizza
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Not good with any other offer.
Expires 5/4/19

3651 Ridge Road, Lansing

708-895-2630 219-972-2630
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Quiet Zone in place in Lansing
Trains still have option to sound horns
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

LANSING, Ill. (March 2019) – “I’m
pleased to announce we’re nearing
the end of the Quiet Zone process,”
said Robinson Engineering’s Jeff
Pintar at the March 5 Committee
of the Whole meeting. Pintar serves
as Village Engineer for Lansing,
and he has spent the past several
years helping the village fulfill CSX
Railroad’s requirements in order to
designate Lansing crossings as a
Quiet Zone.
“We are targeting a March 11 start
to the Quiet Zone,” Pintar said cautiously. “We could always hear back
from them that they want to extend
that out…but as of now we are in full
compliance with the federal regulations, so we are targeting a March 11
start to the Quiet Zone.” That start
date was, in fact, realized.
Transition period
Pintar clarified that having the
Quiet Zone in place does not mean
Lansing will never hear a train horn
again. First, a transition period is
common when a Quiet Zone is newly
introduced, giving train engineers
time to adapt to the new policy and
become comfortable changing their
routine. “So we do ask the residents
to be patient; you are going to hear
the horns,” said Pintar. “Once the engineers get accustomed to it in the
next month or so, and the residents
get accustomed to adhering to the
safety regulations, you’re going to
hear that horn less and less and less.
But it is a process.”
Engineer discretion
Also, only routine train horn
sounding will cease; train engineers

will still have the option to sound
the horn whenever they feel it is necessary for safety reasons. For example, if an engineer sees a pedestrian
near the tracks, he might choose
to sound the horn to ensure that
the pedestrian is aware the train is
approaching.
“The safety of our residents is of
utmost importance to us; therefore,
we fully understand and encourage
train horns to sound as needed in
these situations,” said Ken Reynolds,
Director of Communications for
the Village, in a statement issued
March 7.
Extra caution
The Village is encouraging motorists and pedestrians to take extra
caution around railroad tracks once
the Quiet Zone goes into effect.
The “No Train Horn” signs that
have been installed are intended to
remind people to be observant when
approaching train tracks. And the
delineators that have been installed
at the crossings are intended to
deter motorists from circumventing
the gates when they are down.
Not only is it potentially dangerous to cross tracks once the red
lights begin to flash, it is also illegal.
In 2016, because of the high number
of train-related fatalities in Illinois, a
new law was passed that doubled the
fines for disregarding railroad crossing lights. The fine for a first-time
offense is now $500; each subsequent offense will be fined $1,000.
The seven railroad crossings in
Lansing that are now included in
the Quiet Zone are: Vollbrecht Road,
Thornton-Lansing Road, Ridge Road,
Torrence Avenue, Burnham Avenue,

Above: At all seven railroad crossings in Lansing, signs have been installed to make
people aware that they cannot depend on an audio cue announcing a train’s approach.
Below: At five of the seven crossings, flexible delineators were installed to prevent
traffic from going around the railroad gates. (Photos: Melanie Jongsma)

186th Street, and Wentworth
Avenue. While all seven crossings
have signs indicating “No Train
Horn,” only five of the seven use

flexible delineators. The Vollbrecht
and Wentworth crossings have other
safety measures in place, so the delineators are not necessary.

To get listed on this page,
please call 708-333-5901 Today!
ASPHALT
PAVING

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING
& LAWN CARE

ECONOMY
PAVING

Capital Management

Allen Construction

Roas Lawn

• Drive Ways
• Parking Lots
• Bonded & Insured
• Owner Supervised

708-481-1380

Spring Cleaning • Planting • Grass
Cutting • Edging • Aeration • Snow
Removal • Sod • Gutter Cleaning •
Power Raking • Fall Cleanup • Tree
& Shrub Trimming • Tree Removal
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tomas 708-825-4292

Licensed, Bonded, Insured.
Free Estimates.
Credit Cards Accepted

HEATING & AC

Brian Caputo’s
Commercial & Residential

Concrete Specialist of
• Driveways • Sidewalks
• Patios • Garages • Stamp & Color
• Decorative Concrete Overlay

FREE SPECIAL

Free concrete sealer with
purchase of new concrete

GUTTER
CLEANING

(219) 627-1344

Super Flow
Gutter Cleaning

Free Estimates

708-514-0457

Very Reasonable

BBB Accredited • 5 Star Rating

ASK FOR ROB

708-474-3455

cuputossouthwest
construction.com

ROOFING

AND PAY TOP
DOLLAR

Call 844-226-7272

708-877-6860

SENIOR
LIVING/CARE

2681 Route 394
Crete, IL 60417

(708) 672-6111

TUCKPOINTING

PLUMBING

Rob’s
Tuckpointing

Genous
Plumbing &
Rodding

Chimney & Brick Repairs
Gutter Cleaning
No Job Too Small.
Very Reasonable.
Call For Estimate

708-877-6860

708-268-0693
708-891-9488

LAWNMOWER
REPAIRS

O’BANNON
PLUMBING
& SEWER

CHUCKS
DISCOUNT
ROOFING

LICENSED & BONDED • 24-HOUR SERVICE
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Roof Repair • New Roofs • Re-Roof
Insurance Work • Shingles • Rubber
Hot Tar • Roof Cert. • FREE Roof Insp.
Before You Buy, Give Us A Try

CHICAGO CITYWIDE & SUBURBS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
-MENTION AD FOR $25 DISCOUNT-

No Job Too Big or Small
All Lines Rodded • Plumbing Repairs

2914 Bernice Ave.,
Lansing

Brian

JUNK CARS

Senior Discounts
Free Estimates
Electrical rodding done for
as low as $15.00
Full Service Plumbing

CONCRETE
SouthWest Concrete

Paul’s
WE BUY

Maintenance

Bathroom, Kitchen,
Carpentry, Tile Flooring,
Window-cleaning, Electrical,
Painting, Clean-outs, Drywall,
Plumbing, Tuckpointing,
Roofing, Siding, Vinyl, Decks.

847-744-1259
312-210-3299

SALVAGE

773-862-5112
773-486-5748
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Since 1963

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Free Estimates

708-672-0043
708-935-5558

Riccos Repair Service

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT REPAIR

RiccosRepairService.com
Ricco Bertoletti

PrideInWorkmanship@gmail.com
Lawn Equipment • Snow Blowers
• Generators • Chain Saws
• Pressure Washers • Small Engine Repair
3149 Glenwood-Dyer Rd., Unit L, Lynwood

(708) 248-6354

WATERPROOFING

RELIABLE
BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
Foundation & cracks
repaired. Install sump
pumps, drain tile. Lifetime
transferable warranty.

FREE ESTIMATES

708-479-8300
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Classifieds
Brand new, ceramic wood
b u r n e r b a s e. F i re p r o o f .
5ftx5ft. Fireplace tools
included. Paid $450 will sell
for $220 obo. 708-877-6387

GUTTER CLEANING: SUPER
FLOW Gutter cleaning. Free
estimates. Very reasonable.
Ask for Rob. No Sundays. 708877-6860

Services

TUCKPOINTING SERVICES:
Rob’s Tuckpointing: Chimney
& Br i c k Re p a i r s. Gu t t e r
Cleaning. No Job Too Small.
Very reasonable. Call for
estimate. 708-877-6860

PLUMBING SERVICES: J.E.M.
Plumbing & Sewer, Drain
Cleaning Specialist, water
lines, pumps, water heater,
faucets, toilets, same day
service. 219-845-7589 or 708896-0500
HOME IMPROVEMENT: A&A
Services. Plumbing,
carpentry, locks, electrical,
toilet repairs, shelving, wind
damage repairs, fence repairs.
Hauling for private /
businesses. Insured. Free
estimates. 219-865-2345

ELECTRICAL SERVICES:
Re s i d e n t i a l E l e c t r i c i a n ,
specializing in old homes.
Licensed insured, repair and
replace electr ical. Panel
upgrades. Free estimates
(restrictions) owner answered
calls. 708-822-7758

MOVING SERVICES: Custom
Pickup/Delivery Ser vice:
Small moves; single items;
classified ad items;
a p p l i a n c e s , f u r n i t u re &
exercise equipment assembly:
IKEA, Office Depot, etc.
Anyday to 9pm. 219-433-9457

Fe n c e r e p a i r s , r e p l a c e
broken posts and panels also
gate and latch repairs. Wind
damage repairs. Free
estimates. 219-865-2345
CONCRETE & PATCHING
Done On The Side to save you
m o n e y. A l s o g e n e r a l
contracting, handyman work,
FHA work & snowplowing.
Very reasonable. Call Mark
708-408-7192
ALL HANDYMAN REPAIRS
done on-the-side to save
money! Painting, drywall, tile,
concrete patching, doors,
r o o f i n g , h a u l i n g . Ve r y
reasonable. Mark 708-408-7192

PLUMBING SERVICES: Call
The Plumber. Sewers, drains,
rodding, water heaters, sump
pumps, low water pressure,
flood control valves. Drain
Experts. 708-259-9721, 219614-7283
The Heating & Appliance
Repair Man. #1 Priority is
servicing your A/C, Refrig.,
Washer, Dryer, Stove. $25
discount on all repairs. Call
Al. 708-985-1623

DRYWALL REPAIR: Handy
“All” Drywall Repair, plaster
repair, light construction,
interior decorating & interior
painting. Cell 708-514-0217,
phone 708-841-2523. Stanley
McDavid

ELECTRICAL SERVICES:
Kustom Electric. We offer a
wide variety of electrical
services for residential &
commercial properties.
Licensed, bonded and
insured! Credit cards
accepted.
www.
kustomelectric.com or 708670-2295

LANDSCAPING SERVICE:
Roas Lawn Maintenance
Spring cleaning. Bush
trimming, seeding, sod,
aerating, mulch, edging, snow
plow, gutter cleaning, power
raking, tree removal. Call
Tomas. 708-825-4292

PA I N T I N G SER V I CES :
Economy Painting. Interior/
Exterior painting 20% off.
Mention this ad. Wallpaper
installation. General drywall
repair & installation. Best
price guaranteed. Ask for Ed.
708-548-6356 or 708-288-5038

We Install Fans, Switches,
Outlets, Garage Feeds. Service
upgrades, troubleshooting.
Building occupancies
c e r t i f i c a t i o n , Re s i d e n t i a l ,
Commercial, Restaurants,
Apartments. All work
guaranteed. Now accepting
credit cards. Call 708-877-1038

MR L a w n Ma i n t e n a n c e
Service. Spring Cleaning,
Pl a n t i n g , Gra s s c u t t i n g ,
Edging, Power Raking, Shrub
Trimming, gutter/property
clean outs. Licensed bonded
& insured. Free estimates.
Mario. 708-668-2788 or 219379-3635

TREE SERVICE: Maggy’s Tree
S e r v i c e . Tre e’s To p p e d ,
Trimmed, Removed, Bush
Removal, Stump Removal.
Walks shoveled. Also Insured
Bonded. Free estimates. 708200-8078

Lawn Care Ser vices.
Estimates for power raking,
spring clean-up and weekly
lawn care. Triple E Lawn Care.
Located in Lansing. Call Erik.
708-858-1213

P L U M B I N G SER V I CES :
Battery Back-up Pumps give
you peace of mind. We have
the best one, the finest we can
find. Witvoet Plumbing. 708331-7335
P L U M B I N G SER V I CES :
Bradford-White water
heaters, hydromatic pumps.
Fast installation. Witvoet
Plumbing. 708-331-7335
P L U M B I N G SER V I CES :
Problems at your kitchen
sink? Water heater on the
blink? For plumbing troubles
one and all, here’s the number
you should call. Witvoet
Plumbing. 708-331-7335

Help Wanted
Love Animals? Earn cash
from home part-time or fulltime with team of likem i n d e d p e o p l e. Ne e d a
computer. No membership
cost. Call Gary. 219-775-6542
H EL P WA N TED : P T / F T
Warehouse/Driver, Delivery
Driver of Building Supplies,
Lumber Roll Off & Crane
D e l i ve r i e s . A l s o : O f f i c e
Clerical. Inside sales, must
have Bldg. product
knowledge, min. 2 yrs exp.
Apply in person: Midway
Building Supply, 16850 S.
State St. South Holland, IL
M-F(7-3p), Sat.(7-11a). 708333-9977

You could have this eighth-page
black-and-white
ad space
for $100.
Contact us to be in next month’s print issue:

H e l p Wa n t e d : L a w n
Maintenance m u s t b e
experienced in large
equipment. Have a valid
driver’s license. $350-$550/
weekly. Call Ray. 708-720-2344
Help Wanted: Landscape Co.
looking for hard working,
reliable, honest workers for
lawn mowing, bush trimming
& landscaping. Drivers
license. Call for appointment.
708-333-5734
Help Wanted: Full Time Shop
Manager-Responsible for the
upkeep of equipment,
building and yard, inventory,
deliveries to jobsites and
coordination of repairs.
Ability to lift up to 50 lbs. A
strong work ethic and a “cando” attitude. Competitive
salary, 100% paid medical and
dental benefits. Located in
Calumet City. Send resumes
to: hr2019resumes@gmail.
com

Garage Sales
April 5, 8-3; 6th, 8-12.
2627 Ridge Road, Lansing.

Real Estate

IDEAS WANTED!

Get Your Free Inventor’s Guide

CALL 800-353-6102 NOW
Helping inventors and idea people since 1989.

Davison charges fees for services

Wanted: Schwinn Stingrays
with high handle bars and
banana seats; also Honda
mini trail 50 & 70 cc. 708-9878641

Autos and Vehicles
Mobil Home For Sale. 2
bdrms, 2 full baths, living
room / dining room open
concept. $650. 142nd &
Dolton Road, Calumet City.
708-231-0474
For sale: 2001 Honda Accord
DX. 226K miles, runs well,
needs some repairs. Sears
Gold diehard battery, Michelin
tires, rebuilt transmission.
$1500. 773-785-0725
1995 Ford Mustang Red
Convertible, tan interior&top.
V6 engine, 170,450mi., 5spd.,
new tires/clutch, runs great.
Needs minor bodywork. $3000/
obo. Call Pat. 708-898-0108

Apts. Lansing. 2 & 3
bedrooms available.
Heat & water incl. New
paint & carpet. Close to
shopping center. Section
8 welcome. 708-9327499 or 630-709-1289.
Wa l k i n g d i s t a n c e t o
SuperWalmart.

For sale: 2009 Toyota Camry
LE, 94,000 miles, $6500; 2002
Lexus SC 430, 83,000 miles,
$11,500. Price negotiable.
773-407-3591

Apt. for rent: Calumet City
2bdrm., $825-$850/mo. +
credit check. Ready to rent
(May 1st). For more
information. Call Marge.
9am-7pm only. 708-868-2590

For sale: 2008 Madza Tribute
SUV, s i l v e r g ra y 4 d o o r.
148,000 miles, fully loaded,
minor rust spots around back
wheels, runs good pace,
$3,400. 708-510-3366

South Suburbs Homes for
rent. Rent to own program
available. Section 8 welcome.
Proven Real Estate Services,
LLC of Lansing. 708-418-1833

For sale: 2013 Chevy Sonic LS
Auto, Black $6,987. Call Bob.
855-949-6000

Beautiful furnished room for
rent So. Holland. Kingsize
bed, semi-private bath w/
jacuzzi tub, in-room full-size
refrig. & microwave, $135/wk.
Free lights & gas. Nonsmoking, no-cooking, $35
background check, also move
in fee. 708-843-3932

Wanted
WA N TED : Di a b e t i c Te s t
Strips Freestyle Lite One
Touch Accu-Chek Contour
and Others, Must be sealed,
unopened, unexpired, unused
boxes. 708-474-3941
WANTED: Don’t throw it
away! I am buying old stuff.
Toys, signs, advertising, oil
cans, and much more. Please
call or text Doug. 219-6169342
We b u y u n o p e n e d a n d
unexpired Diabetic Test
Strips. All brands, we will
come to you. 312-487-1091
Wanted: I am buying old
signs m i d c e n t u r y m o d
furniture and old jewelry. 219765-6268

info@thelansingjournal.com

Wanted: 1991-1992 Chevy
Caprice car or any small
beater cars for senior citizen,
reasonably pr iced. Steel
roofing for roof; (Older)
Deagan
or
Musser
vibraphones. 219-801-0955

wanted ham radios tubes
tube testers older radios 70s
high powers stereos, tube
type stereos (no tvs) 708-5368823

2015 Jeep Cherokee Limited
white $20,987. Call Bob 855949-6000

2008 Chrysler 300LX silver
$5,987. Call Bob 855-949-6000
For sale: 2014 Chevy Spark
1LT CVT Sliver, $8,987. Call
Bob. 855-949-6000
For sale: 2014 Kia Cadenza
Premium Black $12,987. Call
Bob. 855-949-6000
For sale: 2014 Ford Edge SE
Gray, $14,987. Call Bob. 855949-6000
For sale: 2008 Chrysler 300LX
Sliver $5,987. Call Bob. 855949-6000
For sale: 2018 Hyundia Santa
Fe Sport 2.4L Gray $16,687.
Call Bob. 855-949-6000
For sale: 2018 Chevy Cruze
Premier White $16,987. Call
Bob. 855-949-6000
For sale: 2018 Nissan Rogue
SW AWD Gray $17,987. Call
Bob. 855-949-6000
For sale: 2019 Chevy Corvette
Stingray Z51, Black, $68,987.
Call Bob. 855-949-6000

Misc Items For Sale
For sale: White sleeveless
wedding gown, small train, veal
included, size 2-4. Perfect cond.
Asking $250. 708-369-0925

John Deere riding lawntractor
20hp,48in. $675; washer/dryer
$250; selfpropel w/
bag $125;
Craftsman
6-1/2HP
Asbestos exposure in industrial,
r i d i n g
construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
lawntractor,
$ 2 7 5 ;
military may be the cause. Family in
20hp36in
the home were also exposed.
Ariens selfCall 1-866-795-3684 or email
propel w/
bag, $125;
cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.
elc. dryer,
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos
$100. 708victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
715-2348

Lung Cancer?

monies may not require filing a lawsuit.

T U X ED O ES E XCELLE N T
CONDITION 3 jackets. 2 white.
1 black, 2 pants, 3 suspenders,
2 vests with ties
3 shirts $250 for all 708-5259409
Fa c t o r y Di s c o u n t St o re
Public Notice: Furniture sale.
Mattresses: twin $88, full $98,
queen $138. Bunk beds,
futons, day beds $178. 5 pc
dinette $179. Sofa LV $495. 4
pc. bdrm $495. Lamps, rugs &
more. EZ credit $3,000, 90
days same as cash. Free
layaway. 708-371-3737, www.
factorybeddingfurniture.com
Like us on facebook
Golden Opportunity books
now available. 100’s discount
coupons. Fine dining, fast
food, services, sports & lots
more. Fun getting discounts.
$25. 708-917-6829
For sale: 4pc black rode iron
patio fold up table and three
barrel chairs $35. 708-3943431
Oil painting gazebo and floral
lined walkway $30; 708-8776157
Liquor cabinet, custom made,
oak, 1 drawer, lower cabinet
1/2 of top opens for bottles,
38”w, 36”h, 19”d, $250. 708877-6157
Never worn ladies wool coat,
zipper off to side, studs on
shoulders, misses size large,
beige, paid $175, asking $50.
708-877-6157
Battery powered wheel chair,
like new. 708-891-4798
Nordic Track Pro exerciser,
like new. 312-218-0893
Fishing pole / ski container
for car roof, expensive Thule
brand. Paid $400, sell for $200.
708-418-0725
Ethan Allen wing back chair
$70; Ethan Allen old sofa $100
obo; heavy duty universal bed
frame $15. 708-481-6907
Motionless water mattress
b e d w / h e a t e r, d r a w e r s
underneath & head board,
has shelves & storage; dresser
with tri fold mirror, highboy,
night stand, dark pine. 708877-6157
40 ft. ext. ladder, $200.00,
freezer chest, $200.00,
w a s h e r, $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 ,
dryer,$200.00, 30” gas range
$225.00. 312-402-2067
Wood framed swing set, 2
swings, glider (new), slide $90
obo; framed Hargrove
painting 16” x 30” $80 obo;
aluminum folding camping
cot $20. 708-877-6088
Welding torch Purox W200
with two tips $90 obo;
welding book $10. 708-8379814
Ethan Allen end table 26 “x
26” x 21” high, $40. Good
condition 708-754-0462
Lime green love seat (60L)
and sofa (84L) must see to
appreciate! 708-448-5672
Free cut wood. Must pick up a
load at a time at my home.
708-717-6134
Lawn boy key star t self
propelled lawn mower $80;
electric combo leaf blower
vac $40; snow shovels $2-$20.
708-877-6157
Western collector prints in
oak frames 22 1/4 28 1/2, $30
ea or 2 for $50; large bulletin
board $5. 708-877-6157
Old antique washer, ringer,
best offer; 2” water waste
discharge pump with suction
and discharge hoses $150.
708-884-0350
Rocking chair, oak back/ seat,
padded, used for display $65.
708-474-9568
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She Did That: Women Inventors
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Ruth Arnon

Sarah Boone

Mary Anderson

It has been said, “necessity is the mother of invention.” In many cases, mothers were the
mothers of invention. Many are the women who have said, “There’s got to be a way to do this
better.” And many are the women who found a way to do exactly that. Sometimes the solution
was to make something that was good, better. Other times it was to make something completely
new. Maybe reading about women and their inventions will inspire you to create a solution, too.

Across
1. Ado
5. Dearie
10. Fink
14. Punish, in a way
15. Run off to the chapel
16. Perry Como’s “___ Loves Mambo”
17. Those who refrain from voting
19. “Major” animal
20. “Baloney!”
21. Russian emperor (var. spelling)
22. Stone bracket
24. Divine
26. Bat dung
27. ___-friendly
28. Arduous journey
29. 40 winks
32. Tall, ornamental grass with silvery
plumes (2 wds)
35. “A pox on you!”
36. Comply with
37. A hand
38. Custom
39. Firearm
40. Succinct
44. His “4” was retired, NY Giants
45. Sonata, e.g.
46. “___ it the truth!” (contraction)
47. English race place
49. One section of a lyric poem
52. Compassion
54. Gull-like bird
55. ___ gestae
56. “Mi chiamano Mimi,” e.g.
57. Marine animals with spiny globular
shells (2 wds)
60. Advertising sign
61. Handy
62. “___ and the King of Siam”
63. Aquarium
64. Enclosed shopping complexes
65. “Don’t go!”

Down
1. Muffler
2. Ban
3. Musical arrangement for an orchestra
4. Abbr. after a name
5. Shanghaiers
6. Arm bones
7. Attendee
8. 30-day mo.
9. Frees from confinement
10. Brush off
11. Measure of greenhouse gas emissions
(2 wds)
12. ___ line (major axis of an elliptical
orbit)
13. Canaanite deity
18. Baffled (2 wds)
23. Thousand ___, Calif.
25. Catch a glimpse of
26. Mark
28. Stumbles
30. Hokkaido native
31. Guinea pigs, maybe
32. Jump up and down in one spot
33. Adjoin
34. Full range
38. Big tippler
40. Chanel of fashion
41. Pogo, e.g.
42. ___ Way, 1970s Gary Larson cartoon
series
43. British physicist, 1933 Nobel Prize
48. Meat cut
49. Cranium
50. Reddish brown
51. English exam finale, often
52. Breathe hard
53. Length x width, for a rectangle
54. Attack, with “into”
58. In-flight info, for short
59. Consumes

Look up these women inventors so you can match them with their inventions.
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.
I.
J.
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Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.52)

SOLUTIONS

Mary Anderson
Ruth Arnon
Tabitha Babbit
Janet Emerson Bashen
Miriam Benjamin
Melitta Bentz
Helen Blanchard
Katherine Burr Blodgett
Sarah Boone
Rachel Fuller Brown
2

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

legal compliance software
non-reflective glass
Nystatin, the anti-fungal drug
windshield wiper
signaling systems
modular ironing board
over-seaming-machine
Copaxone for multiple sclerosis
coffee filter
circular saw
Announcements are free
and run in The Shopper each
week. They are accepted
by e-mail at general@
myshopper.biz, or at the front
counter. Deadline is Friday
at 4:00 p.m. for the following
Wednesday’s edition. The
Shopper reserves the right to
edit all content.

April is National Garden Month.
While planning your garden this year, why not include some native Illinois plants?
Here are a few...
Pale purple coneflower (Echinacea pallida)
Wild quinine (Parthenium integrifolium)
Purple prairie clover (Dalea purpurea)
White false indigo (Baptisia alba)
Prairie dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis)
Wild strawberry (Fragaria virginiana)
Butterfly weed (Asclepias tuberosa)
Wild geranium (Geranium maculatum)
Jacob’s ladder (Polemonium reptans)
Native plants have many benefits, such
Wild columbine (Aquilegia canadensis)
a drought tolerance, shade loving, and
Spicebush (Lindera benzoin)
some even improve the soil.
Black chokeberry (Aronia melanocarpa)

journeys
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Arizona, Nevada, Louisiana
1

Dr. Camilla Joe, the optometrist at SVS Vision Optical Center (2 River Place
in Lansing) escaped the Chicago cold weather last month to attend an
optometry conference in Scottsdale, Arizona. In between continuing education
lectures she enjoyed the Arizona sunshine while reading the latest issue of The
Lansing Journal. (Photo: Bill O’Neill)

2

“My friend Monica Lowery (left) and I vacationed in Reno,” emailed
Joanne Splant Pritchard. “This picture is in Virginia City, Nevada, in
front of a wonderful mural. The picture was taken by a couple we just met—
they were from Poland, vacationing in Nevada.”

3

Lynnie Que’s bartender Garry Buell and his wife Theresa took The
Lansing Journal to New Orleans for Mardi Gras this year, pausing their
Krewe’s Fat Tuesday parade preparations for a picture in front of the St.
Louis Cathedral.
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Actors (clockwise from left) Kelly Felthous, Sierra Schnack, Colette Todd and Todd Aulwurm. Photo by Guy Rhodes.
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Victoria Fuller’s ‘Plants, Pollen, Sun and Sci-fi’ at
South Suburban College
Through closing reception on
Tuesday, April 30
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY SOUTH SUBURBAN COLLEGE

SOUTH HOLLAND, Ill. (March 13, 2019) – The Art & Design Department of
South Suburban College (SSC) is pleased to present an exhibition of sculptural works and guest lecture by artist Victoria Fuller. “Plants, Pollen, Sun
and Sci-fi” is currently on display in the Dulgar Gallery culminating with a
special Artist Lecture on April 30 at 10:00am, followed by the closing reception at 11:00am.
Victoria Fuller is a Chicago sculptor, painter, natural science illustrator, and curator. She creates works with appropriated objects and nature-themed art work. Fuller has been honored with fellowships from the
Colorado Council for the Arts and Humanities and the Illinois Arts Council, with appearances in galleries, museums, and public spaces across the
United States.
Fuller loves science and natural history displays in museums. Her work
revolves around and is influenced by science, nature, surrealism, science
fiction, 60s pop art, and kitsch Americana and gigantism. Her show “Plants,
Pollen, Sun and Sci-fi” explores these influences.
The public is welcome to visit the art exhibition and reception at no
charge. The Dulgar Gallery is on the first floor of SSC’s Main Campus. SSC
Galleries are open Mondays through Thursdays from 9:00am – 6:00pm, and
Fridays from 9:00am– 4:00pm.
For more information, call 708-596-2000, x2300, visit www.ssc.edu/art, or
email etucker@ssc.edu. South Suburban College is located at 15800 South
State Street, South Holland, Illinois.

Four sisters’ quartet to join
South Holland Master Chorale
in Mendelssohn concert

“Going Nuts 2015” by Victoria Fuller.
(Photo provided)

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY SOUTH HOLLAND MASTER CHORALE

LANSING and SOUTH HOLLAND, Ill. (March 28, 2019) – The South Holland Master Chorale will present two performances of Felix Mendelssohn’s
“Hymn of Praise”—April 28 in Lansing and May 5 in South Holland. “Hymn
of Praise,” the final part of Mendelssohn’s Second Symphony, includes full
orchestra, chorus, and soloists. The 100-member Chorale, under direction of
Albert M. Jackson, will again be joined by the Chicago Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra for these performances.
Opening both concerts will be the Davidsmeier Quartet. The four sisters,
ages 11 to 16, have been playing together since choosing their instruments—
violin, viola, and cello—as they each turned 3 years old. They all studied
at the Western Springs School of Talent Education and, for the past three
years, have been scholarship recipients at the OPUS Chamber Music Camp
in Naperville. They recently were featured in the Friends of the Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra 2019 Rising Stars Showcase.
The concerts are scheduled as follows:
Sunday, April 28, 4:00pm Sunday, May 5, 3:30pm
St. Ann Catholic Church
Covenant United Church of Christ
3010 Ridge Road
1130 E. 154th Street
Lansing, IL 60438
South Holland, IL 60473
Admission to both concerts is free.
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The Davidsmeier Quartet—sisters Myra, Hannah, Rachel, and Sarah—will perform in
concerts with the South Holland Master Chorale in Lansing and South Holland.
(Photo provided)
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Theatre at the Center announces cast for Dames at Sea
Opening Night is May 5; show to run through June 2

information provided by Theatre at the Center

MUNSTER, Ind. (March 24, 2019) – Director and
Artistic Director Linda Fortunato has cast Kelly
Felthous as Ruby, Todd Aulwurm as Dick, Colette Todd as Mona Kent, Sierra Schnack as Joan,
Sam Shankman as Lucky, and Steven Strafford as
Hennesey and The Captain in Dames at Sea, the
spring musical production at Theatre at the Center
in Munster. Previews begin May 2 with Opening
Night on May 5. The show will run through June 2.
A musical escape into a bygone era
Dames at Sea, the long-running Off-Broadway
hit that brought stardom to Bernadette Peters
in 1969, opened on Broadway in 2015 to another round of rave reviews. This fun, campy show,
based on the nostalgia of Hollywood musicals of
the 1930s, is in the spotlight on Theatre at the
Center’s main stage for the first time in the theater’s three-decade history.
“Dames at Sea is a delightful musical escape into a
bygone era,” Fortunato said. “It’s entertainment for
the whole family.”

With a book and lyrics by George Haimsohn and
Robin Miller, and music by Jim Wise, Dames at Sea
begins with Ruby getting off the bus from Utah
after arriving in New York City with a dream to
make it big on Broadway. The hopeful lass is hired
to dance in the chorus of a new Broadway show.
She meets Dick, a sailor, who also has ambitions
as a songwriter. On Opening Night, when they
learn that their theater is being demolished, Ruby
and the cast, with the help of Dick and some adoring sailors, make plans to perform the show on a
naval battleship.

The cast
Kelly Felthous (Ruby) makes her TATC debut after
a run of Seussical at Marriott Theatre. Other credits
include roles as Roxie Hart in Chicago and Audrey in
Little Shop of Horrors at Drury Lane. Felthouse also
played Sally Bowles in Paramount Theater’s Cabaret
and Glinda in the national tour of Wicked.
Todd Aulwurm (Dick), who is making his TATC
debut, is a native of Northwest Indiana and a
graduate of Crown Point High School and Indiana
University. His recent credits include roles in TRU
Chicago;Van Drunen Heating;A07377-51682-156611-5 x 6.5-4c-4c (18Fa-Early)
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From left: Colette Todd (Mona Kent), Kelly Felthous
(Ruby) and Sierra Schnack (Joan)
star in Dames at Sea.
(Photo: Guy Rhodes)

TATC debut. Recent roles include Ali in Mamma
Mia and Anytime Annie in 42nd Street at Drury
Lane Oakbrook. She also played Kate in Shrew’d at
First Folio Theatre and was part of the Ensemble
in Legally Blonde at Paramount Theatre.
Sam Shankman (Lucky) returns to TATC after
recently playing Sawyer in last year’s Miracle on
34th Street The Musical. Recent Chicago credits
include South Pacific at Drury Lane, Spring Awakening at Blank Theatre, Curious George at Northbrook Theatre, Madagascar at Chicago Shakespeare and Shrew’d at First Folio.
Steven Strafford (Hennesey and Captain) is
making his TATC debut. He has been seen as the
demented dentist in Little Shop of Horrors at Drury
Lane Theatre and Hortensio in Shrew’d at First
Folio. He has also been seen as Chick Clark in
Wonderful Town at The Goodman Theatre and as
Jesus and Stephen Hawking in End Days. He has
toured nationally and internationally as Prince
Herbert in Spamalot.
director and creative team
Director Linda Fortunato is in her fourth season
as TATC Artistic Director. Her recent credits include
directing and choreographing various productions,
including Miracle on 34th Street The Musical, Ghost
The Musical, Steel Magnolias, Big River, Cabaret, Annie
Warbucks, and A Christmas Story as well as choreographing Spamalot, Big Fish, A Christmas Carol The
Musical, Guys and Dolls, Crazy for You, and Fiddler on
the Roof. She has been nominated for five Joseph Jefferson Awards for her work as a choreographer and
director and received both the Equity and Non-Equity Jeff Award for Outstanding Choreography in the
2013–2014 season, garnering Theatre at the Center’s
first award for her choreography of 42nd Street.
The creative team for Dames at Sea includes
Scenic Designer Jessie Howe, Lighting Designer
Guy Rhodes, Sound Designer Barry Funderburg,
Costume Designer Brenda Winstead, Wig Designer Kevin Barthel, and Properties Designer Emily
Hartig. Stage Manager is Jessica Banaszak. William
Underwood is Music Director. Linda Fortunato is
teamed with TATC General Manager Richard Friedman and Ann Davis, TATC Head of Production.
Performances
Performances are 2:00pm Wednesdays and
Thursdays; 7:30pm Fridays; 3:00pm and 7:30pm
Saturdays; and 2:30pm on Sundays. Individual
ticket prices range from $42–$46.
To purchase individual tickets, call the Box
Office at 219-836-3255 or Tickets.com at 800-5111532. Group discounts are available for groups of
11 or more.
Theatre at the Center is inside the Munster
Center for Visual and Performing Arts, 1040 Ridge
Road in Munster, Indiana. For more information,
visit www.TheatreAtTheCenter.com.

Not-so-mobile home stuck at crossing
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

Photo: Connie Simon

LANSING, Ill. (March 28, 2019) – Thornton-Lansing Road was closed for a few hours last Thursday, from Chappel Avenue to Stoney Island Avenue because of a mobile home stuck on the railroad
tracks. That’s correct, a mobile home was stuck on the railroad tracks.
Alert reader and ad hoc photojournalist Connie Simon documented the event and forwarded two
photos to The Lansing Journal. The photos were published online the same day.
Later that day, at 4:26pm, the Village’s communication system sent an alert from Lansing Police
Department letting people know, “Thornton-Lansing Road is now open.”
Residents can receive communications like this (though most don’t involve mobile homes) by
signing up for the Village’s Code Red system and choosing from general notifications, emergency
alerts, and weather alerts. More information is available at villageoflansing.org.

