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“Excited about a new beginning”

New Superintendent sparks excitement, change

Teresa Lance welcomes District 215 staff and faculty at August 16 convocation
Superintendent Teresa Lance used
statistics and her personal
background to motivate District 215
staff and faculty at convocation.
(Photo: Melanie Jongsma)

BY JOSH BOOTSMA

LANSING, Ill. (August 16, 2018) –
The sharp crack of snare drums
echoed in the TF South red gym
Thursday morning as District 215

teachers and staff passed through
a student drum line to their seats
as part of the first school district
convocation in 10 years.
With school starting on Monday,
August 20, for TF North, TF South,

Dog park opens September 17
Memberships on sale now

LANSING, Ill. (August 28, 2018) - Opening Day at Paws ‘n Play Dog Park (in
Bock Park) is scheduled for Monday, September 17. The park will be open
from dawn to dusk to anyone who has purchased a membership. Membership packets are available online at lanoakparkdistrict.org and in person
at the Eisenhower Center, 2550 178th Street. Registration and payment
are required in person. A grand opening celebration will be scheduled at a
later date.
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Editorial

A newspaper for all of Lansing
BY MELANIE JONGSMA,
MANAGING EDITOR

LANSING, Ill. (September 2018) – When
The Lansing Journal
launched last September, we made bold
claims about “Serving
Lansing’s diverse community.” At the time
we were thinking in terms of identifiable ethnicities—Black, White,
and Hispanic are the three largest
racial percentages in our village. We
were intentional about seeking out
diverse stories, but also including
diverse contributors.
In the process of becoming a newspaper for all of Lansing, we learned
some new things and confirmed
some things we already believed:
1. There is no “Black news”
or “Hispanic news” or
“White news.”
There is only “news”—and different
people are interested in different stories for different reasons. For example,
last month our cover story was about
Charreada, or “Mexican rodeo.” Were
Lansing’s Mexicans interested in that
story? Yes. But for many of them, it
wasn’t news. They already knew about
the rodeo in Beecher! But for most of
Lansing’s Blacks and Whites, the story
was news—they didn’t know about
the state-wide competition so close to
home, they didn’t know it was a Mexican tradition, and they didn’t know
that a Lansing businessman and his
son participate. Is Charreada Hispanic
news? Maybe. But more significantly,
it’s Lansing news.
2. Diversity is not only
about race.
And “diverse” is not code for “Black.”

When we use the word
diversity in The Lansing
Journal, we intend its literal meaning: variety. Lansing is a community made
up of various races, ages,
faith backgrounds, income
levels, professions, and
traditions. We work hard
to make sure we cover it
all. We’ve included stories
about established Lansing organizations, as well as newcomers and
start-ups, Joe Labella as well as Joey
Glowacki, the grade school science
fair and the high school job fair, Girl
Scouts and Boy Scouts, a 111th birthday and various obituaries. All this
variety, all this diversity, is Lansing.
3. We want diverse
participants too.
We are always looking for more
journalists to help us cover Lansing
news. And we believe we would be a
stronger newspaper if we had more
diversity in our writing team. Please
understand what I mean by this—
I’m not looking for a Black journalist
to cover all the “Black stories” in
Lansing, or a Hispanic journalist to
take the “Latino beat,” or a senior citizen to cover all “senior news.” I need
journalists who are different from
me—in age, race, faith, and experience—because they will have networks of contacts that I don’t have.
They will share story ideas that I’m
unaware of. When those networks
and ideas and stories become part of
The Lansing Journal, we are a better
newspaper, and Lansing benefits.
4. We want good
journalists.
Our first consideration when
adding people to the writing team
is the quality of their research and

Community
News
depends on community support
These wonderful people made contributions to
The Lansing Journal during August—
and we are grateful:
Susan Bovino
Kerry Czarobski
Barbara Dust
Megan Harvey
Leroy Jansma
Robert Jaranowski
Patricia Kremer
Lisa Leonard
Joanne Pritchard
Slaughter & Associates
Linda Todd
Carl and Janet Vander Molen
Patricia Yos

We welcome your support. Mail checks
to The Lansing Journal, P.O. Box 742,
Lansing IL 60438. Or give online! Visit:
thelansingjournal.com/news/support/

writing. Professional journalism is
a very specific craft that requires a
mastery of certain skills—getting
accurate information, conducting a
professional interview, organizing
all your material into a story that
makes sense to a diverse readership, meeting deadlines, pitching
new story ideas that are important
to Lansing. And yes, correct grammar and spelling are skills that need
to be mastered too.

5. You don’t have to be a
journalist to have a voice.
You do have to be a journalist
to write articles for The Lansing
Journal, but there are other ways to
contribute that are open to anyone:
• Opinions: Submit something to
our Lansing Voices feature—if it’s
thoughtful and respectful, we’ll
publish it.
• Story ideas: Use the “Submit news
tips” form on our website to share
ideas or ask questions.
• Photos: Our recent “Lansing

Journal Journeys” feature is an
invitation for anyone to submit
photos and captions.
• Ads: We love seeing a diversity
of businesses, churches, organizations, and events in our pages,
and we appreciate your support!

As we enter year two of serving
the Lansing community with balanced, professional, local news, we
are grateful for all the support we’ve
received throughout year one. You
have given us a solid foundation, and
we are excited to keep building on it.
I am hoping many of you will
join us in the work, using the ideas
listed in Point 5 (or contacting
me directly if you’re a journalist!).
As I said in our launch article last
September, “We are eager to keep
learning and exploring new ways
of gathering and sharing information, so Lansing residents can have
the newspaper our community
deserves.”
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Lansing

Journal
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Mexico en el Corazón
gets standing ovation
from Lansing crowd
“We go where we have friends,” says
NCFJ President Sergio Suárez
BY JOSH BOOTSMA

LANSING, Ill. – (September 1, 2018) Crowds surged through the doors of TF
South High School’s auditorium Saturday as Mexico en el Corazón took to the
stage to entertain about 800 area residents with mariachi music and traditional Mexican dances.
Featuring the dance group Ballet Folclórico Guadalajara and the band
Mariachi Juvenil Colotlán, the Mexico en el Corazón (“Mexico in the heart”)
performance included two hours of nearly non-stop music and dancing
from talented professionals dedicated to preserving the cultural traditions
of Mexico, particularly those of Guadalajara.
This is the second year the group has visited Lansing as part of its tour
through the United States, which comprises 16 shows in cities across the
country including Las Vegas, Portland, Seattle, Chicago, and Dallas.

Mexican “folk ballet” dancers wear traditional outfits representing various states and
regions in Mexico. Musicians accompany the dance numbers with trumpets, violins,
clarinets, baritones, trombones, drums, guitars, tuba, and harp. (Photos: Josh Bootsma)

Last year, Memorial Junior High School hosted 700 guests who viewed the
show in the school’s gym on bleachers and folding chairs. This year, the 800
viewers were treated to comfortable chairs, a bigger stage, and better lighting in TF South’s auditorium, a space capable of seating around 750 while
allowing room for some standing guests.
After a brief introduction and some acknowledgments by the group’s
emcee, Lansing resident Martha Vargas took the stage, thanking guests, her
team, TF South, and the Village of Lansing for their roles in making the event
See “Corazón,” page 11
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Tiny’s Flowers survives crash and misprint
Lansing’s newest florist “still standing” after difficult beginnings
BY JENNIFER YOS

Correction: In the August 4 issue
of The Lansing Journal, we ran a story
about Lansing Floral Shop with a
subhead claiming this was “Lansing’s
only floral shop.” While that claim had
at one time been true, with the addition of Tiny’s Flowers earlier this year,
Lansing Floral Shop is no longer the
only floral shop in Lansing, but they
are the longest-running. We regret the
misinformation.
LANSING, Ill. (August 2018) – Tiny’s
Flowers owner Tiny Noble welcomes a floral design challenge.
Whether she is arranging an heirloom mother-of-pearl Bible into a
cascading bridal bouquet or tinting
roses a perfect Tiffany blue, Noble
strives to personalize her silk and
fresh floral creations with that
“Wow factor.” “People work hard for
their money,” she stresses. “They
should get what they want.”
Tiny’s Flowers officially opened
its Torrence Avenue doors with
a ribbon-cutting ceremony on
April 27 of this year. Noble had
researched places to move her
online floral business to a brick and
mortar store, and she ultimately
chose Lansing because it earned,
what she calls, a “Badge of Acceptance.” Noble explains, “Lansing is
diverse, multi-cultural, accepting,
and something is always going on!”

This was more true than usual on
Thursday night, August 23, when
a car veered off Torrence Avenue
and drove into the front window of
Tiny’s Flowers. Noble had just left
the shop minutes before the crash.
The damage was significant, but
not structural. Noble was shaken,
but not defeated. She returned the
next day to clean up and continue
filling orders. Within a week she
was promising “a fabulous window
display” again, something she has
gained local fame for since moving
into the storefront.
Big plans for Tiny
In spite of the setback, Tiny’s
Flowers has big plans for the
coming months. Noble is planning
a mini bridal showcase October
12, a promotional presentation
that will give local brides-to-be the
red carpet treatment and an understanding of the diverse bridal
services Tiny’s Flowers has to offer.
Future brides who sign up for a
package will be offered an exclusive
complimentary Tiny bridal bouquet.
Noble has also begun working
on the “Thanksgiving Warms the
Hearts of Seniors” event in which
she plans to present floral creations
to 300 local senior citizens through
local churches and nursing homes.
As of this writing, she has received
over 200 donated vases for this
community event.

One Trick Pony to open
location on Ridge Road

Next year she hopes to offer an
internship to any local high school
student interested in learning
hands-on about the floral design
business. Noble maintains a Tiny’s
Flowers II Facebook page and a
website to keep everyone current on her plans, creations, and
products.
Tiny’s Flowers is open 364 days of
the year, closing only on January 1.
(Noble says that is the day “You will
find me in church to pray the new
year in and the old year out.”) Visitors and customers will often find
Tiny’s family and friends helping

at the shop as well—her sisters
Sonya and Gia, her mother (who
nicknamed her Tiny because “I was
the tiniest and the bossiest”), her
best friend Angela, and her faithful
beagle Daisy.
Tiny’s Flowers is located at 18055
Torrence Avenue in Lansing, Illinois. The shop is open daily from
9:00am–6:00pm. Visit www.
tinys-flowers.com or call 708-3943661 for information about fresh
and silk flower arrangements, papyrus recycled greeting cards, Bridgewater candles, and more.

Rancho Grande to
relocate to Golden Crown
by Melanie Jongsma

LANSING, Ill. (August 28, 2018) Rancho Grande Tacos and Burritos
applied for a Class 8 tax incentive in
order to remodel and move into the
building that formerly housed the
Golden Crown restaurant (17904 Torrence Avenue). Owner Jorge Grujillo
plans to keep his restaurant on Ridge
Road open, but he hopes to relocate
his Torrence Avenue restaurant, currently at 2394 172nd Street, in order
to gain more visibility and traffic. He
estimates the renovations—plumbing, electrical, furniture, and an updated facade—will cost $500,000.
“The inside would be totally redone,”
Rancho Grande owner Jorge Grujillo
explained Grujillo. “The property is
answered questions from the Board
about how a Class 8 tax incentive will
over 50 years old. I could probably
help him develop the property that
open it right now, but that’s not ideal.
formerly housed the Golden Crown
We really want to develop the properrestaurant. (Photo: Melanie Jongsma)
ty. It’s a great location.”
“This is a clear case of a small maand-pa operation that this [Class 8] incentive could really affect,” said Trustee Brian Hardy to his fellow Board members at the August 21 Committee of
the Whole meeting. “We want to help these businesses that do want to stay
in Lansing, and it’s a great tribute to our village that these business owners
do want to invest here.”
Grujillo also formerly had a location in Highland, but since closing that he
has seen many of those patrons come to his Ridge Road Lansing restaurant.
By moving his other Lansing restaurant closer to Ridge Road, he can relieve
some of the increased burden on his Ridge Road store.
At a special Board meeting on August 28, the Board did vote to approve
Class 8 incentive, to help make the redevelopment possible.

Men’s Chorus Concert

One Trick Pony is hoping to open a full-service restaurant at 3329 Ridge Road, a historic
Lansing building that is currently empty. (Photo: Josh Bootsma)

Ge

ns

by Josh Bootsma

LANSING, Ill. (September 1, 2018) - One Trick Pony, a brewery and bar
located at 17845–17851 Chappel Avenue in Lansing, is planning to open a
full-service restaurant on the intersection of Ridge Road and Ada Street,
in the space formerly occupied by the De Young Furniture Store. The
owner of the brewery, Mark Kocol, would like to start work on the project
in a few months.
Currently, the corner property in the heart of Lansing’s downtown area
is owned by the Village and is sitting empty. Only a short walk from the
nearly-completed Fox Pointe venue, a restaurant in that location could
potentially draw large crowds before or after events.
The Village Board voted on August 28 to approve Kocol’s Class 8 tax incentive application.

First Church (PCA) of Lansing
will present a concert
by their Men’s Chorus under the
direction and accompaniment of
Cheryl Cassity on
Sunday, September 16 at 5:30.

Their songs along with congregational
singing will make for an enjoyable
worship event. Refreshments will
follow on the lower level.
A free-will offering will be taken for
Christ Cares Ministry.

First Church (PCA) • 3134 Ridge Road • Lansing, IL • 708.474.9610

Subscribe to the daily digital edition at thelansingjournal.com/news/subscribe
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Lansing Loan Closet
moves to Trinity
Lutheran School
building
Crutches, canes, walkers, and more—
available for free use by Lansing residents

Top left: The Lansing Loan Closet is now located in the former Trinity Lutheran School
building, directly south of Trinity Lutheran Church. The entrance faces east on Glen
Terrace, and the two-way enter/exit parking lot allows for convenient equipment pickup and drop-off. (Photo: Melanie Jongsma)
Bottom left: From the August 7, 1973, Sun Journal (clipping courtesy of members of the “I
grew up in Lansing and I remember…” Facebook Group)
BY JENNIFER YOS

LANSING, Ill. (August 22, 2018) – For
60 years the Lansing Loan Closet has
been a valued community program
that loans Lansing residents gently
used home medical equipment—
such as crutches, wheelchairs, and
walkers—on a temporary basis and
totally free of charge. The program
has a long history of involved residents, organizations, businesses,
politicians, and most recently a
Lansing church stepping up to take
the baton of proprietorship.
Early beginnings
According to an old Lansing Sun
article dated August 7, 1973, the
Lansing Loan Closet began in 1958
when Mrs. Ann Seeburger and Mrs.
Clara Frank, Lansing residents and
members of the Health Council at
the time, accepted a donation of
medical equipment. The women
continued to accept donations from
Lansing residents and from various local organizations, storing the
equipment in their homes.
As the collection has grown, and
various organizations have helped
maintain it, the Lansing Loan Closet
has been housed in the Lansing
Federal Savings and Loan, the
Walker building, the old Village Hall
on Chicago Avenue, a garage adjacent to the old fire station on Lake
Street, and the Lansing Municipal
Center on Ridge Road.

Notice of Public Sale
Notice is hereby given that the undersigned will sell, to satisfy lien of the owner, according
to (770 ILCS 95/) Self-Service Storage Facility Act I at public sale by competitive bidding on
www.storagetreasures.com ending on September 12, 2018 at 10:00 am or after for units located at:
Compass Self Storage,
2556 Bernice Rd., Lansing, IL 60438
The personal goods stored therein by the following may include, but are not limited to general
household, furniture, boxes clothes and appliances. Purchases must be made with cash only and
paid at the time of sale. All goods are sold as is and must be removed at the time of purchase.
Compass Self Storage reserves the right to refuse any bid. Sale is subject to adjournment.
Unit #

Tenant Name

Unit #

Tenant Name

Unit #

Tenant Name

B1039
B1041
B1121
B1187
B1200

Mcgee, Bentonia
Howard, Kevin
Wells, Reginald
Hicks, Ashley
Gordan, Ashley

B1223
B1250
B1271
B1274
B1328

Carter, Corey
Jones, Christina
Love,Jamil
Brent-Thomas, Cheryl
Obecunas, Jennifer

B1339
B1363
B1392
B1452
B1462

Smith, Claudia
Lopez, Daniel
Beals, Keonna
Pettigrew, Denessa
Smith, James

2OFF

$

any large
16” pizza OR

3OFF

$

any super
18” pizza

YOU LOVE IT. YOU WANT IT.

YOU GOTTA HAVE IT.
Must mention coupon when ordering.
Not good with any other offer.
Expires 10/4/18

3651 Ridge Road, Lansing

708-895-2630 219-972-2630

Continued service
This year Reverend John Holyer of
Trinity Lutheran Church and Office
Manager Megan Roe arranged a
meeting with Village leaders to discuss how the former Trinity Lutheran School building, which lay vacant
behind Trinity Lutheran Church,
might be used to benefit the Lansing community. Mayor Patty
Eidam saw their generous offer as
an ideal solution to the Lansing
Loan Closet’s need for more space.
In mid-July of this year, the
transfer of the equipment was
made from the Lansing Municipal
Center to the new location. Trinity Lutheran Church is located at
2505 Indiana Avenue, and the new
Loan Closet is located in the former
school building directly south of the
church, across the parking lot. The
Loan Closet’s convenient flagpole
entrance faces east on Glen Terrace,
and the two-way enter/exit parking
lot allows for convenient equipment
pick-up and drop-off. There are no

stairs for borrowers or donors to
navigate, and, if needed, the equipment can be directly delivered to or
picked up from their cars.
Spacious accommodations
The Loan Closet itself is a spacious
classroom, cleared and cleaned by
Trinity Lutheran Church volunteers.
The classroom currently houses
eight pairs of adjustable crutches,
six canes, a pair of forearm bariatric
crutches with full cuffs, one large
shower bench, one transport chair,
two seated walkers, ten standard
walkers, and one portable commode.
Inventory, of course, changes on a
daily basis as donations come in and
loaners go out.
Roe has taken charge of administration of the Loan Closet. She asks
that residents interested in either
borrowing or donating equipment
call her in the church office (708474-7997) to arrange a pick-up or
drop-off time during normal operating hours: 9:00am–3:00pm,
Monday through Friday.
Only Lansing residents are allowed to sign the waiver to borrow
equipment, but donations are
accepted from anyone interested in
recycling their clean, gently used
medical items. Borrowers may keep
an item for as long as it is needed,
and they are expected to return it
clean and in good condition.
Anyone who is not a resident of
Lansing and needs to borrow medical supplies is encouraged to check
suburbanresourceguide.com to see
a comprehensive list of medical loan
closets located in the north, south,
and west suburbs of Chicago.
Specific needs
The Lansing Loan Closet is currently in need of more wheelchairs
and will even accept hospital beds,
but all clean and gently used items
are appreciated. Boots and leg
braces are not accepted for safety
reasons, since users need professional sizing. Portable commodes
are accepted only if they are bleachcleaned before donation or after
borrowing. A Trinity member who
has worked in medical supplies has
offered to inspect the integrity of
the larger donated items.
Village Communications Director
Ken Reynolds also notes that donations may still be dropped off at the
Municipal Building, and someone
will see to it that the items are delivered to the new location.
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Village Board considers removing limits on number
of salons in Lansing Podgorski requests “business license amendment” to Ord. 13-10
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

LANSING, Ill. (August 22, 2018) – An
ordinance that was adopted in 2013
limits the number of certain types
of businesses that can be granted a
license within the Village of Lansing.
Specifically, that ordinance reads:
“The following business licenses shall
be limited in the number of such licenses
issued within the village:
1. Pay day loan stores—3
2. Dry cleaners—6
3. Nail salons—8
4. Hair salons—27
5. Barbershops—5
6. Secondhand dealers (not including
jewelers)—2
7. Consignment/resale/shop/thrift shop
(not including antique dealers)—3
8. Tattoo shops—1
9. Massage parlors—3
10. Child day care centers—25
11. Banks and financial institutions—13
(Ord. No. 13-10, § 1, 3-5-2013)”

At the August 21 Committee of the
Whole meeting, the subject of amending this ordinance came up as part
of Trustee Brian Hardy’s Building
and Economic Development report,
and Administrator Dan Podgorski
said that removing this restriction
would “help him fill a building” that a
potential business owner with salon
experience is interested in.
Podgorski explained that the
requester would like to set up a
“business incubator” or business
suite for hair stylists who are just

starting out. Currently, all hair
salon, nail salon, and barbershop
licenses are in use.

Impact on businesses
Trustee Hardy was in favor of the
business suite model.
Trustee Maureen Grady-Perovich
expressed support of the business
suite model, but wondered why
it might be necessary to change
Ordinance 13-10 in order to accommodate a business suite in Lansing. And she expressed concern
about the impact that changing the
ordinance might have on existing
businesses. “It concerns me that we
may flood our area with individual
beauty chairs all over town when
we have our own beauty shops and
barbershops that are always trying
to stay open,” she said.
In an interview after the meeting,
local salon owner Kris O’Connor
confirmed that concern. “It could
put us out of business,” she said. “We
have enough salons who are looking
for help already. Every salon has a
Help Wanted or a Booth Rental sign.
There’s already plenty of room for
hair dressers who are starting out.”
O’Connor owns Classy Cuts Salon at
3365 Ridge Road and has been advertising for additional stylists. “I have
four chairs open—if anyone wants to
rent space, tell them to come on in!”

Reasons for limits
Grady-Perovich also asked for
input from some of the longer-term
Board members about the reasoning behind enacting Ordinance
13-10 in the first place.
“The concern was about the massage parlors, the tattoo parlors and
stuff like that,” said Trustee Tony
Delaurentis. “Not beauty shops.”
Grady-Perovich affirmed that hair
salons and nail salons were indeed
included in the ordinance. She wondered if restrictions were put on
such service entities because they
pay sales tax only on products they
sell, such as nail polish and shampoo, so the revenue they contribute
to the Village is limited.
Minutes from the March 5, 2013,
Board meeting explain simply that
“…this ordinance ensures that we
have a good mix of businesses, both
retail and service, for our residents.”

Professional suites and
professional offices
Though much of the conversation
centered on the business suites
model and its potential benefits,
there are currently no ordinances restricting business suites or
professional suites from opening
in Lansing. In fact, Lansing already
has professional buildings as part
of its business mix—the Clock
Tower Plaza (3330 181st Place) is one

At
Your
Service
Business Directory
At Your
Service
business
APPLIANCE
REPAIR

THE HEATING
& APPLIANCE
REPAIR MAN
#1 Priority is Servicing
your A/C, Refrig., Washer,
Dryer, Stove.
FREE FREE FREE
service charge with same
day repair. $25 discount
on all repairs.
CALL AL AT 708-985-1623

ASPHALT
PAVING

ECONOMY
PAVING
• Drive Ways
• Parking Lots
• Bonded & Insured
• Owner Supervised

GUTTERS

THE GUTTER GUY

DHI Handyman
Services
SENIOR DISCOUNTS
CREDIT CARDS/ACCEPTED.

• Leaf Relief Covers

Call 708-207-0644

219/201-6966

HEATING & AC

• Minor Exterior Repairs
• Gutter Cleaning

GUTTER
CLEANING

Super Flow
Gutter Cleaning

Free Estimates

Very Reasonable

(219) 627-1344

PAINTING
DON’S PAINTING,
DECORATING &
WALLPAPER SERVICE
SENIOR DISCOUNTS
FREE ESTIMATES
Interior & Exterior
34 Years Experience.
References.
Faux Finish,
Wallpaper Removal,
Drywall & Plaster Repair,
Decks Refurbished, Small
Electrical, Carpentry,
Plumbing, Sealcoating,
& Gutter Cleaning
Quality Workmanship & Materials!

708-757-4160

ASK FOR ROB

REALTOR

Low Low Low Commission
List for as low as
4% total commission.

Serving the South Suburbs
for 20 years.

Call Danny Ross
(708) 774-9087

708-877-6860

Concrete Specialist of
• Driveways • Sidewalks
• Patios • Garages • Stamp & Color
• Decorative Concrete Overlay

HANDYMAN
ALLSAFE ROOFING
Senior Discounts
7 Day Service

FREE SPECIAL

708-740-0010

708-514-0457

Total Interior & Exterior Rehab

Free concrete sealer with
purchase of new concrete

Brian

BBB Accredited • 5 Star Rating

cuputossouthwest
construction.com

ALLSAFE
Roofing

J&J ALUMINUM

New Roofs
Roof Repairs
FREE ESTIMATES
Senior Discounts
7-day service

Insurance
Work

Call John
Affordable Prices!

Roofing, Repairs, gutters,
soffitt, fascia, decks.
CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE
Serving Chicago & Suburbs
LICENSED & INSURED

www.Dependable-Repairs.com

LAWNMOWER
REPAIRS

CHUCKS
DISCOUNT
ROOFING

708-672-0043
708-935-5558

RiccosRepairService.com
Ricco Bertoletti

PrideInWorkmanship@gmail.com
Lawn Equipment • Snow Blowers
• Generators • Chain Saws
• Pressure Washers • Small Engine Repair
3149 Glenwood-Dyer Rd., Unit L, Lynwood

(708) 248-6354

Property Management &
Real Estate Sales
Licensed in Illinois & Indiana

Robert & Les Bogs

708.895.1411

bogsmgt@sbcglobal.net
BogsManagement.com

Let Us Help You Manage Your Property

SENIOR
LIVING/CARE

•Carpenter •Plumbing

•Remodel •New Construction
•Handyman Services
Kitchen/bath/bsmts/decks
Doors/floors/walls and all!

Call 773-647-7948

TUCKPOINTING
Rob’s
Tuckpointing
Chimney & Brick Repairs
Gutter Cleaning
No Job Too Small.
Very Reasonable.
Call For Estimate

708-877-6860

REMODELING

Robert Needs Work

Riccos Repair Service

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT REPAIR

708-903-4715

“You’ll only do it once, so
let us do it right.”

708-441-1891

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Free Estimates

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

• Vinyl Siding
• Seamless Gutters
• Soffit • Fascia • Trim
• Leaf Protection
Since 1975 / Jeff Olthoff
South Holland
& Beecher, IL

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Credit Cards Accepted

708-474-3455

Brian Caputo’s
Commercial & Residential

SIDING

Since 1963

2914 Bernice Ave.,
Lansing

SouthWest Concrete

ROOFING

Roof Repair • New Roofs • Re-Roof
Insurance Work • Shingles • Rubber
Hot Tar • Roof Cert. • FREE Roof Insp.
Before You Buy, Give Us A Try

708-481-1380

CONCRETE

Consideration
Podgorski’s August 17 memo to the
Village Board proposed to, “…exempt
business owners that operate within
the confines of a professional suite
from the business license limits….”
During the two weeks between
the August 21 Committee of the
Whole meeting and the September
4 Board meeting, Trustee Hardy
said he heard from a number of
residents and businesses expressing concern about the proposed
change. He assured them that if it
came to a vote, he would not be in
favor of changing the ordinance. “I
am definitely pro business,” he said.
“And this change would not benefit
the Village.” As of this writing, the
subject was not included on the
posted agendas for the September
4 Board or Committee of the Whole
meetings, though it’s possible it
would come up in Public Comment.

To get listed on this page,
please
callcall
708-333-5901
Today!
directory— to get listed on this
page,
708-333-5901

Carpenter • Handyman Services
• Painting • Drywall • Repairs •
Small Electrical • Plumbing
• Basement & Garage Clean-Outs
• Seamless Alum. Gutter Installations

example; the Walker Building (18225
Burnham Avenue) is another.
Podgorski makes a distinction
between professional office buildings such as Clock Tower and professional suites: “The professional
suite concept features smaller
individual suites approximately
100–200 square feet in size. This is
the most significant difference. Offices in professional office buildings
are larger than that.”

EVERYDAY
CONSTRUCTION

Tuckpointing & Chimney Repair
Pressure Washing
Brick Replacement & Grinding
Guaranteed, Quality, Affordable
FREE ESTIMATES

2681 Route 394
Crete, IL 60417

(708) 672-6111

Serving South Suburbs & NWI

708-623-3678
219-227-9464
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Subscribe to the daily digital edition at thelansingjournal.com/news/subscribe

The Lansing Journal | September 5, 2018 | 7

Obituaries

Local
Churches

Fox

A Funeral Service for Shirley R. Fox (nee Leaf)
will be held on September 7, 2018, at Thornridge Funeral Home with Rev. Young officiating.
Mrs. Fox was born April 10, 1926, and died
August 31, 2018. She was the wife of the late
Laurence; mother of Ruth Ann (late Robert
Sr.) Tyderek, Ellen (late James) Herman, and
the late Kathleen Fox; grandmother of nine;
great-grandmother of nine; sister-in-law of
Nancy Mitchell.
Interment will be at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. Arrangements are entrusted to Thornridge
Funeral Home (Janusz Family Funeral Service).

FREDRICKSON

A funeral service for Donald A. Fredrickson was held Saturday, September 1, 2018,
at Smits Funeral Home in Dyer, IN, with Rev.
Phil Humber officiating.
Mr. Fredrickson was born September 14,
1927, and passed away August 28, 2018. Husband of Betty Mae Fredrickson (nee Kastory). Father of Kathleen Davison, Sue (Mike)
McCarthy, Sandy (Dave) Theile, and Shari
(Isaac) Weitekamp. Grandfather of nine;
great-grandfather of two. Brother of the late
Betty (late Rev. Kenneth) Jobson.
Interment was at Chapel Lawn Memorial
Gardens, Schererville, IN. Arrangements were
entrusted to Smits Funeral Home, Dyer, IN.

LYTLE

A funeral service for Aleatha “Lee” Lytle
(nee Laning) was held Thursday, August 30,
2018, at Bethel Christian Reformed Church in
Lansing, IL, with Rev. Cal Aardsma officiating.
Mrs. Lytle was born April 16, 1943, and
passed away August 26, 2018. Wife of James
C. Lytle. Mother of James N. (Jeannine) Lytle,
Michael (Lynea) Lytle, Matthew Lytle, Jennifer Kuiken and Rebecca (Jeffery) Dryfhout.
Grandmother of 12. Sister of Gail (late Jacob) Molenhouse and the late Garret (Nancy
Hoeksema) Laning Jr.
Arrangements were entrusted to Smits Funeral Home, Dyer, IN.

PEKNY

A memorial service for Gerald A. Pekny will
be held Saturday, September 8, 2018, at Smits
Funeral Home in Dyer, IN, with Rev. Andy
Nearpass officiating.
Mr. Pekny was born July 11, 1939, and
passed away September 1, 2018. Husband of
Esperanza “Hope” Pekny (nee Rodriguez). Father of Jeffrey (Maureen) Pekny, Leslie Pekny,
Alan (Julie) Pekny, and Gregory (Jennifer)
Pekny. Grandfather of four. Brother of Joyce
(Stephen) Pekny and Brian (Jackie) Pekny.
Arrangements are entrusted to Smits Funeral Home, Dyer, IN.

NEW

FALL
COLORS
Affordable
Fashion
Sizes 8-3X

Hours:
M-F 9:30-4:30
Sat. 9:30-3:00

Fashionette

The Store With A Little Bit More
3334 RIDGE ROAD, LANSING

708-474-0349

Bethel Christian
Reformed Church

Jean E. Nemitz
Jean E. Nemitz (nee Hannon), age
88 of Lansing, IL, formerly of Roseland, passed away peacefully at her
home on Friday, August 3, 2018. She
is survived by her four children: Karen (Bob) Lake, Kathy (Mike) Fish, Kim
(Howard) Silkowski, and John (Cheryl) Nemitz; eight grandchildren: Matt
(Michelle) Fish, Eric (Margaret) Fish,
Rob Lake, Ashley (Nick) Houlihan,
Katie (George) Tagler, Sara (Andrew)
Brazzale, Erin Silkowski, and Nicole
Silkowski; and six great grandchildren: Abby, Brooke, and Hannah Fish,
Barnes and Vivienne Fish, and Georgie Tagler. Jean is also survived by
her brother: Bob (Marlene) Hannon;
five nephews and one niece and their
families; and many cherished friends.
Jean was preceded in death by her beloved husband, George, in 1981, and
mother, Georgia (Don) Lindstrom.
Jean worked as the office manager for Peter Levin Pontiac from 1981
until she retired. She also worked for
Burt Rose Ford in Roseland for 25
years, from 1956–1981. She was an
avid reader and loved to travel. She
visited many European countries,
took many cruises, and visited many
U.S. cities. Jean belonged to a Senior
Bowling League and Bridge Clubs, and
she enjoyed playing cards. She loved
throwing parties and entertaining in
her home, which was always open to
everyone. She was a loyal supporter of
all her grandchildren’s sports events.
She enjoyed watching ballgames,
Jeopardy, Wheel of Fortune, and outdoor activities.
Jean was a loving, caring mother, beloved grandmother and great grandmother, and dear friend to many. And
she adored her fur friend, her dog
“Murphy.” She had a zest for life and
lived it to the fullest.
Funeral services were held on Thursday, August 9, beginning with Closing
Prayers at 9:15am at Schroeder-Lauer
Funeral Home and proceeding to St.
Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church,
768 Lincoln Avenue, Calumet City, Illinois, for a 10:00am Mass of Christian
Burial. Jean was laid to rest next to her
husband in Assumption Cemetery in
Glenwood, IL.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made in Jean’s name to
Hospice of the Calumet Area, 600 Superior Drive, Munster, IN 46321, or the
charity of your choice.
Information provided by Schroeder-Lauer
Funeral Home. Condolences may be left for
the family at www.schroederlauer.com.

Ella L. Straka
Ella L. Straka, 67, of Winter Haven, FL,
passed away unexpectedly while on vacation in Salt Lake City, UT, on Friday,
August 3, 2018. Ella was born October
19, 1950, in Kenosha, WI, to Franklyn
and Castella (Petersen) Sell. Ella was a
graduate of TF South High School, Class
of 1968. She went on to receive her BSN
from UIC School of Nursing.
On December 7, 1990, she was united in marriage to Stephen Straka at St.
Mary’s Church in Riverside, IL. Following their marriage, they resided in Berwyn and then Naperville, IL, until moving to Winter Haven, FL, in 2016.
Ella was a registered nurse at the
University of Illinois Hospital in Chicago. She held the position of head
nurse in the Emergency Department
for several years.
Ella enjoyed training dogs, traveling,
and watching HGTV. She also loved
reading so much that it could often be
difficult to distract her from her Kindle.
Ella had countless hours of fun playing
card and board games with her best
friend, Pat Nordhaus. She was extremely fond of her pets, and she developed
an extremely close bond with her service dog, Essie, who will remain with the
family due to her advanced age.
Ella adored her family, and was devoted to her husband, children, and grandchildren. She is survived by her loving
family: husband, Stephen; children: Eugeniya (Arkady) Grenader, Lydia (Casey)
Preuser, Anastasia, Paul and Charles;
by her grandchildren: Olyvia, Casey, Jr.,
Andrew and Charles; by her sibling, Roberta Sell of Winter Haven, FL; by her
in-laws, Paul and Penelope Straka; by
brothers and sisters–in-law: Christopher Straka (Debi James), Philip (Joane)
Straka, and Peter (Christine) Straka. She
is further survived by nieces, nephews,
other relatives, and friends. Ella was
preceded in death by her parents and
her brother-in-law, Alan Sell.
A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on Saturday, August 18, 2018,
at 11:00am at St. Dominic Catholic
Church, 2133 N. 22nd Street, Sheboygan, WI, with Fr. Phil Reifenberg as the
Celebrant. Burial followed at Wildwood
Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, please donate to an
organization of your choice or make a
donation to Barking Angels service dog
organization in Ella’s name. Donations
may be mailed directly to Barking Angels at 7644 W. Dickens Avenue, Elmwood Park, IL 60707.
Information provided by Ballhorn Chapels.
Condolences may be left for the family at
www.ballhornchapels.com.

The Lansing Journal runs full obituaries with photos in our daily online
news as we receive information from local funeral homes. For $100, we can
also include an edited version of the notice in our upcoming monthly print
edition. Interested families can contact The Lansing Journal directly, or
ask your funeral home to do so.

ji

3500 Glenwood-Lansing Road,
Lansing
(West of Wentworth Avenue)
708-474-9226
Pastor Cal Aardsma
Pastor Nick Van Beek
Rev. Herman Schutt

Worship Services
9:30am and 5:00pm
Church School—9:45am

(formerly First Baptist Church)
3440 178th Street, Lansing
708-474-5400

Worship Services
Sunday School................................9:30am
Sunday Worship..........................10:30am

3134 Ridge Road, Lansing
708-474-9610
www.firstchurchpca.org
Ben Kappers, Pastor

Worship Services

Morning Worship........................ 9:30am
Sunday School..............................11:00am
Evening Worship.......................... 5:30pm

Lynwood United
Reformed Church

1990 E. Glenwood-Dyer Rd, Lynwood
708-474-4100
www.LynwoodURC.org
Rev. Nick Alons Pastor

Worship Services
9:30am and 5:00pm

Lansing is home to a variety of
churches representing a range
of faith traditions. Visitors are
encouraged to “shop around” to
find a faith family that meets
your needs.
To add your church to this
directory, email
erica@myshopper.biz
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Of birds and words

Chimney swift advocates feel				
BY KATIE ARVIA

why the Board couldn’t have left the
chimneys uncapped for a couple
LANSING, Ill. (August 31, 2018) –
more weeks,” Podgorski said. She
The fate of the chimney swifts at
also noted that Board members’
Coolidge Elementary School has
absence from Coolidge on August 6
been a hot-button issue in Lansing
“speaks volumes.”
since the beginning of summer. At
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ment, School Board President Robert
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Bonifazi was asked if he planned to
on the agenda.
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not to respond. The fact that she
overnight). The chimneys that the
wanted to interpret that the Board
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gorski described that night as “stresscareless and reckless to make that.
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“Walk On the Water
with Me!” Part 3

betrayed by School Board 158
find
it hard to believe that [the
Board members] couldn’t have
carved out 10–15 minutes on any
given night to see the magic of the
swifts firsthand, to see what people
are talking about, and see what
their actions are impacting.”
Podgorski continued, “Mr. Bonifazi
directly expressed interest in making
sure the birds had ample time to
acclimate to the artificial towers as a
possible new home. What was stated
and voted upon and what played out
in reality did not align.”
About attending the meeting,
Podgorski said, “I simply proposed
an opportunity for the Board to take
action that would not only give the
colony of swifts an actual place to
keep Coolidge as their home, but
also win back community support.
I know good PR has always been
important to the Board.”
Swifts and community
Podgorski described herself as
being captivated by the swifts for
decades. “The swifts are a necessary
part of our ecosystem,” she explained.
“They fill their own niche. Populations of these insectivores are on the

ANNA M. CAISON
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heal me through the scalpel of a surgeon?
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in my home on Tuesday evenings from
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7:00pm – 8:30pm beginning June 26 – July
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decline globally due to habitat loss
along the entire length of their migratory route to Peru. It is important
to do what we can to maintain their
populations at healthy levels for the
integrity of a healthy ecosystem, of
which we are all part.”
Podgorski also expressed how
important swifts are to the village:
“I am completely blown away by the
sense of community that has developed around caring for and learning about these birds,” she said.
Dozens of Swifties—from Lansing
and neighboring towns—came out
nightly to see the swifts at Coolidge
throughout the last few months.
The swifts have been described as
“one of Lansing’s best kept secrets,”
and the discovery has brought
people together.
Moving forward, Podgorski says
she is anxious to see what will
happen next: “The birds will return
to Lansing next April. We are genuinely hoping Coolidge has a permanent structure in place that can
support the colony of swifts we’ve
all grown so fond of.”
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UCA ribbon-cutting celebrates
a new type of education
And first-day field trip puts mission into action
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

SOUTH HOLLAND, Ill. (August 15, 2018) – At the August 14 ribbon-cutting
ceremony for Unity Christian Academy, South Holland Mayor Don De Graff
described what the first day of school would include: a trip to Chicago to
visit pocket parks, with a goal of getting ideas for redesigning an empty lot
owned by the Village of South Holland. De Graff used words like “creativity,” “innovation,” and “opportunity” to convey the expectations of this field
trip, and of the students. “That gives you a flavor of the type of school this is
going to be,” he said.
Starting the school year with a tour of parks that will eventually lead to a
transformed local space is perhaps a perfect illustration of UCA’s mission
“to empower a diverse community, united by Christ, to achieve excellence in
education for the flourishing of all creation.” The new school has been billing
itself as “High School. Redefined. Redesigned.” Its goal is to provide an excellent education that will equip students with not just knowledge, but also
skills and character, so they can play an active role in renewing the world—
whatever career path they choose.
The crowd of nearly 200 people at the ribbon-cutting included South
Holland Trustees and other Village officials, members of the South Holland
Business Association, a number of local pastors, representatives from South
Suburban College, enrolled UCA students and their families, and UCA Board
members, faculty, and staff. The morning included speeches, tours, refreshments, a video, an opportunity to financially support the mission, and plenty
of excited conversation among guests. Head of School Loukisha Smart-Pennix introduced the Board members who were present and expressed appreciation for “a team who not only believes in the work, but believes in you.”
Smart-Pennix also introduced the faculty—Amy Veldboom (World Language
& Culture), Charis Valmores (Humanities & Art), Gabriel Kong (STEM), and
Mario Moody (Music & Band), who was not present.
Unity Christian Academy is located at 16341 South Park Avenue in South
Holland, Illinois. Much of the school’s philosophy of education is explained
on their website: WeAreUCA.org.
For additional information, prospective parents and students may call
708-980-1040 or email admissions@weareuca.org.
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Lansing’s Elliott Moore Jr. receives $20,000 culinary scholarship
He and Lynwood’s Gabrielle Siegfried two of six recipients awarded by US Foods Scholars program
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

ROSEMONT, Ill. (August 14, 2018) –
US Foods announced the names of
the company’s first US Foods Scholars scholarship recipients. Lansing’s Elliott Moore Jr. is one of the
six recipients. Lynwood’s Gabrielle
Siegfried is also included in the six.
Moore is a freshman majoring in
culinary arts at Joliet Junior College in Joliet, Illinois. He has been
cooking for more than seven years,
having grown up watching his
father in the kitchen. Moore had
the opportunity to take culinary
classes in high school, and as a US
Foods Scholar, he hopes to earn his
degree in culinary arts and eventually become a professional chef on
a cruise ship. He says being a US
Foods Scholar has opened up new
doors for him and will allow him to
pursue his dream. Moore’s father is
an avid supporter of his career goals.
Siegfried is a first-year baking
and pastry and hospitality management student at Kendall College’s
School of Culinary Arts in Chicago.
She learned the impact of making
connections through food by watching cooking shows and baking with
her grandmother. Already in middle
school she began cooking regularly,
and she soon became the resident
baker for her art club. After graduation, Siegfried hopes to pursue a

career working for
a food company
that offers a wide
array of career
opportunities.
The six scholarship recipients
included three
students from the
greater Chicago
area and three students from Arizona.
Each was awarded
$20,000 to support
costs related to
their continued
culinary education, in addition to
hands-on training
opportunities with
US Foods culinary professionals. The
program awards financial support and professional development
opportunities to students who plan
to pursue an education in the culinary arts and enter the restaurant
industry.
In addition to Moore and Siegfried,
the four other recipients are Bran’De
Gilbert (Chicago, Illinois), Joseph
Garza (Phoenix, Arizona), Diana
Diaz (Phoenix, Arizona), and Jackson
Gilmore (Flagstaff, Arizona).
About US Foods Scholars
US Foods Scholars was created
in partnership with the Careers

Elliott Moore Jr. (left) and Gabrielle
Siegfried (above) both won culinary
scholarships from US Foods.
(Photos provided)

through Culinary Arts Program to
support students who have demonstrated outstanding potential and
achievement in the culinary arts.
The program was developed to help
tackle the talent shortage facing
the restaurant industry, which is
forecasted to have 1.7 million new
positions by 2025 (source: Bureau of
Labor Statistics).

high school students. Through its
holistic approach to culinary training, C-CAP prepares students for the
workplace through chef mentoring,
field trips, job shadows, work experience and job skills, college and career
advising, and scholarships. C-CAP’s
work impacts over 17,000 students
each year and C-CAP alumni work
throughout the country.

About Careers through
Culinary Arts Program
Led by chef, author, and restaurateur Marcus Samuelsson as board
co-chair, Careers through Culinary
Arts Program (C-CAP) is a national
nonprofit that educates and guides

About US Foods
US Foods is a leading foodservice
distributor headquartered in Rosemont, Illinois, and partnering with
250,000 restaurants and foodservice operators. US Foods generates
$24 billion in annual revenue.
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Corazón, from page 3
possible. Vargas is one of the directors of the Federation of Jalisco in
the Midwest, and played a large role
in bringing Mexico en el Corazón to
Lansing.
“We go where we have friends,
and here we have Martha Vargas…
and she said, ‘We need to have
this event in Lansing,’ and that’s
what brought us here,” said Sergio
Suárez, president of the National
Council of Federations of Jalisco in
the United States.
Following Vargas’ remarks, Mayor
Patty Eidam read the declaration of
Jalisco Week that was read at the
August 21 Village Board meeting.
The declaration recognizes the
Mexican state of Jalisco’s important
cultural contributions to the Chicago area. Eidam ended her comments by thanking the public for
attending the event.
The performance included
dances originating from states all
across Mexico, including Veracruz,
Campeche, and Jalisco, the state
where the group was founded 34
years ago. According to their Facebook page, Ballet Folclórico Guadalajara was founded “with the aim of
preserving, rescuing and disseminating the customs and traditions
of the region.”
To achieve this goal, performers
wore various traditional outfits
based on what area of Mexico they
were representing. Roughly a dozen
musicians accompanied the dance
numbers with trumpets, violins,

clarinets, baritones, trombones,
drums, guitars, a tuba, and a harp.
Although similar to last year’s
event, local resident Elizabeth
Cervantes noticed a few changes in
Saturday’s performance: “The way
they dressed was different—especially the males.”
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Elizabeth’s father Juan Cervantes
enjoyed singing along with some of
the songs, which the Ballet Folclórico
encouraged attenders to do. When
thinking of his favorite song of the
afternoon, he paused with a smile
and said, “I think I liked every song.”
Lansing resident Francisco

Alvarez, who grew up in Mexico
close to Guadalajara, was grateful to
experience a taste of home.
“When you live far away from your
[home]town, and you can see these
kinds of events, it’s fantastic,” he said.
The taste of home was not limited to the auditorium. In the lobby
of TF South, vendors were selling
traditional Mexican jewelry, clothes,
dolls, and artwork as well.
Though not all attenders could
share in Alvarez’s nostalgia, they
did share in his enthusiasm. The
entirety of the crowd—consisting
mostly of Latinos, but also Caucasians and African Americans—rose
to its feet in applause following the
final number.
“I see many people here,” said Alvarez, “not only Mexicans. It’s nice
that all [different] families are here.
I love those things.”
There are no official plans in place
for Mexico en el Corazón to return
to Lansing next year, but President
Suárez is optimistic: “We are more
than willing [to come back]. We go
where we have friends, and as long
as we can share and celebrate our
culture, that’s what it’s all about.”

Left, top: “Best birthday party ever!
Wonderful performances today,” posted
TF South Principal Jacob Gourley (center)
on Facebook after the show. (Photo: Josh
Bootsma)
Left: The crowd of 800 consisted mostly
of Latinos, but also Caucasians and African
Americans. (Photo: Josh Bootsma)

GHOST

BASED ON
THE HIT FILM!

THE MUSICAL

SEPT 13 OCT 14

Actors Courtney Mack and Garrett Lutz. Photo by Guy Rhodes.

12 | September 5, 2018 | The Lansing Journal

District 215, from page 1
evident throughout the event. “I
want to get you fired up!” she said
with a smile on her face, standing
in front of a screen that read “#TeamPhenomenal215”—the official

district hashtag for this year.
School Board President Richard
Dust spoke during the convocation
as well, reminding teachers that the
Board wants to hear their ideas, and
encouraging teachers to “make this
the best year yet.”

Every community deserves a good newspaper

Highlights and gaps
Lance has a few ideas of her own
on how to make the next few years
the best the district has seen.
Using Here’s What?, So What?,
and Now What? as the headings
of her speech, she pointed to stats

Community Photography

The Lansing Journal journeys

Keep those Journals journeying! We love to see Lansing residents with The Lansing Journal—around town or
around the world. Send your photos to info@thelansingjournal.com, and we’ll publish as many as we can.

Left: Barb and Rich Dust enjoyed reading about the endangered chimney swifts to their endangered cousins, the tortoises at the
Tortoise Breeding Center in the Galapagos Islands, Ecuador. (Photo provided) Right: Not only did Lansing resident Elvis Slaughter
get a picture of The Lansing Journal in front of his home, he did so WHILE WEARING A LANSING JOURNAL SHIRT! (Photo: Loni N.
Adebayo, DDS) Embroidered Lansing Journal shirts are available only from Besse Shirt Lettering, 18058 Torrence Avenue, Lansing IL
60438. Call 708-474-3599 to place an order. Besse contributes a percentage of your purchase price to The Lansing Journal.

such as graduation rate, attendance,
AP participation, and out-of-school
suspensions as areas in which the
district has improved over the last
three years, but can continue to do
better. “The data says, ‘Here are some
highlights,’ but we can also invert that
data and see some gaps,” Lance said.
The project Lance is most excited
about for this school year is a curriculum audit. “I’m looking forward
to seeing what the audit tells us
because we need a strong curriculum to drive student achievement,”
she said. The audit, conducted by an
outside source, is expected to provide district officials with critical
feedback on the curriculum currently in place.
Goals
Lance also mentioned some
long-term goals such as incorporating more AP classes into the
curriculum, waiving AP exam fees
to encourage student participation,
setting up a system of “instructional rounds” to improve teaching, and
providing “systemic professional
development” to advance the goals
of the school district.
After Lance’s speech, the district’s
Director of Student Services Dr.
Rena Whitten called out the name
of each school present and was met
with thunderous cheers from teachers ready to start a new school year.
“The goal was to really get folks
excited about a new beginning,”
Lance said. “We have a lot of good
things happening.”
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Lansing’s oldest resident turns 111
CP Crawford is Lansing’s oldest, Illinois’ second-oldest,
and America’s 25th-oldest living resident
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

LANSING, Ill. (August 24, 2018) – He’s been alive for both World Wars, for 20 presidents—
including both Roosevelts and both Bushes—for women’s suffrage and black suffrage. He
has picked cotton, plowed fields, tilled gardens, washed dishes, and worked for the Southland Oil Refinery and the Illinois Central Railroad. On Saturday, August 25, 2018, Lansing
resident CP Crawford turned 111.
That age makes him the oldest living resident of Lansing, and the second-oldest living
resident of Illinois, less than a year behind Louise Schaaf. Schaaf is the twelfth-oldest
person in the United States, and Crawford is the twenty-fifth.
On the day before Crawford’s actual birthday, Mayor Patty Eidam and other Village
officials arrived at Tri-State Nursing and Rehabilitation Center—Crawford’s home since
2014—to extend birthday congratulations and wishes of continued good health.
Crawford’s son Shawn says his father is a loving and caring man who would give his
last cent if it would help someone in need. Staff and residents at Tri-State affirm that
Crawford is easy-going and gets along with everyone.
Birthday wishes for Mr. Crawford may be sent to his attention at Tri-State Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center, 2500 E. 175th Street in Lansing, Illinois.

Buford Walker Tenants’
Association hosts first event
Food, raffles, entertainment help raise
funds for resident outings
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

LANSING, Ill. (August 20, 2018) –
Though every resident of Buford
Walker Senior Housing is a de facto
member of the Tenants’ Association,
there is an Executive Board of residents who provide leadership. They
got help and advice about setting up
their new nonprofit correctly, and it
was officially formed in May. Patricia
Jackson is President; Royaline Wilson
is Vice President; Gilda Ray is Secretary; Earnestine Wren is Treasurer.
Their goal is to be able to design
outings and activities beyond
what are already offered by staff
at Buford Walker and by Thornton
Township’s Senior Services department. They would like their first
outing to be a bus trip somewhere,
but they know that buses—especially handicap-accessible ones—
are expensive to rent.
So their first fundraising event—
held on Friday, August 17—gave
residents and guests plenty of opportunities to contribute money toward

that goal. A nine-member organizing committee planned a four-hour
afternoon of food, raffles, and entertainment. Selling tickets and raffle
tickets provided some revenue, and
donations were received from Hazel
E Adams-Travis, San Ghazaleh, and
Lynnette Freeman. A number of local
businesses donated food or gift cards
that were used as raffle prizes: Calumet Bakery, Fashionette, Hair Stak, JJ
Kelley’s, Johnny K’s, Kayce’s, Lansing
Cleaners, Lynnie Que’s, QuikScripts
Pharmacy, Stephano’s Pizzeria, Strack
& Van Til, and Walgreens.
“It was more work than we
thought it would be,” admitted Nola
Turner-Bourgoyne, a member of
the event planning committee. The
committee expressed thanks to
Buford Walker staff who helped with
both the planning and the execution.
Early reports are that the work was
worthwhile, and people enjoyed the
planning as much as the event.
Buford Walker Senior Housing is
located at 17725 Arcadia Avenue in
Lansing.
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Fire Chief Verkaik retires after 31 years
BY JENNIFER YOS

licensing as paramedics.
After completing his year of basic
training, Verkaik served Lansing as a
paid on-call firefighter from 1987 to
1990, and thereafter became a fulltime firefighter. His former career
as a mechanic came in handy since
back then firefighters were responsible for maintaining their own vehicles, such as oil changes. Verkaik’s
mechanical know-how was often in
demand by fellow firefighters. “Yeah,
I was abused!” Verkaik jokes.
It was in those early years of firefighting that Verkaik faced one of
the largest fires of his career, at Tire
Town in Lansing. What did he learn
from that experience? “That I had a
whole lot more to learn!”
Some 20 years of firefighting experience later, in 2008, Verkaik was
appointed Assistant Chief to Lansing’s Fire Chief Dan Gregorovik. At
that time, there were two Assistant
Chiefs, one for operations and one for
training. Today the department has

LANSING, Ill. (August 29, 2018) –
What began simply as a thought
that maybe on-call firefighting
could be “something fun to do after
work” ended up turning into a 31year career—“the best career in the
world!”—for Fire Chief Ken Verkaik,
who retires September 4 after serving 31 years with the Lansing Fire
Department.
In 1986, Verkaik began his Basic
Firefighting training while simultaneously keeping his job as a
mechanic. “Back then training was
in-house at the fire station,” Verkaik
explains. “Today, beginning firefighters go to a firefighting academy for
training, like the one that Prairie
State [College] offers.” Training, he
points out, is continuous for firefighters throughout their careers;
Lansing firefighters train every day
in-house and are tested three times
a year; they also must maintain their
EMS (emergency medical services)
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downsized and has one Deputy Chief.
In 2015, Verkaik was appointed Fire
Chief when Chief Gregorovik retired.
Reflecting on changes he has observed in firefighting techniques in
the past 31 years, Verkaik says that
it’s still basically “putting water on
a fire,” but that computerization has
greatly enhanced communications
and accountability.
Reflecting on his upcoming retirement, Chief Verkaik says, “It’s been
a great honor and privilege to serve
for 30 years, and I am grateful for the
men and women I’ve been blessed to
work with.” He would like Lansing
residents to know that “they have,
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Beautification Award
winners announced

Seventh annual Beautification Contest
involves 64 nominees
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Bob Brink, along with over 200 other
adults in Elim’s
programs, helped
assemble
8,000 School
HOPE Packs
this year.
(Photo provided)

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY ELIM
CHRISTIAN SERVICES

BY MELANIE JONGSMA

LANSING, Ill. (August 21, 2018) – The August 21 Village Board meeting included
a series of award presentations by Tavin Brooks, a member of Lansing’s Beautification Committee who chaired the Beautification Contest subcommittee.
Brooks described the contest as “intense” because of the large number of
properties that were nominated—59 different residential properties and 5
business properties. Brooks and his fellow judges chose 5 residential winners
and 3 business winners, along with honorable mentions in both categories.
Each residential winner received a $50 gift card from Ace Hardware, a certificate honoring the accomplishment, and a bright yard sign announcing
their winning status.
Residential beautification
The five residential winners were not ranked First Place to Fifth Place; they
all were simply designated “winners” and are listed in no particular order:
• Joyce and Brad Dykstra (18280 Roy Street)
• Patti and Jerome Heavens (1668 185th Street)
• Marianne and Larry Lyzenga (3442 177th Street)
• Marion and James Quinn (18405 Locust)
• Mary and Clint Yonkers (18094 Jason Lane)
• Agatha Broza (18501 Ridgewood) won an honorable mention in the residential category.
Business beautification
Three business winners were also chosen for their beautification efforts:
• Ridge Animal Clinic, on Ridge Road
• Lansing Currency Exchange, on Ridge Road
• O’Reilly Auto Parts, on Ridge Road
• The American Legion won an honorable mention.
Photos of the winners and their winning properties are included in the
online version of this story. Visit thelansingjournal.com and search for
“Beautification.”

Elim adults
provide HOPE
Packs for area
school kids

CRESTWOOD, Ill. (August 27, 2018)
– Eight thousand children would
not have the school supplies they
need if it weren’t for over 200 adults
with disabilities. Elim adults, who
have also been delivering HOPE
packs in person to area schools,
were equipped to assemble the packs by generous community donations
and through the fundraising efforts of over 70 Chicago-area churches.
Over the 10 years of its existence, Elim’s HOPE Packs program has provided over 32,000 HOPE Packs to children in the Chicago area. Each HOPE
Pack is assembled by adults with developmental disabilities who participate
in Elim’s programs. Therefore, each HOPE Pack impacts two lives: that of
the recipient and that of the Elim participant who packages it.
In addition to school supplies, military care packs have been distributed
throughout the world to men and women serving
our country. And Food HOPE
Packs have been sent to areas
of need—in the Chicago region
and in other parts of the world.
About Elim
Elim Christian Services is a
501(c)(3) charity, with its main
campus in Crestwood and its
south campus in Orland Park,
Illinois. Elim serves over 450
children and adults with disabilities and impacts the lives of
hundreds more through national
and global partnerships.

$100 OFF

INSTALLATION OF 16 SEER
CENTRAL AIR SYSTEM
Lansing Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.
Expires 10-31-18
Must be presented at time of service. 1 coupon per system.

Proudly serving NWI and Calumet region since 1971.

708.474.4650 or 219.365.3050

FREE ESTIMATES
On New or Replacement Equipment Only

$150 OFF

95% EFFICIENCY FURNACE
& AIR CONDITIONER
Lansing Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.
Expires 10-31-18
Must be presented at time of service. 1 coupon per system.

$79.95

FURNACE
CLEAN & CHECK
Lansing Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.
Expires 10-31-18
Must be presented at time of service. 1 coupon per system.

www.lansingheating.net

EMERGENCY SERVICE
IN HOURS - NOT DAYS!

16 | September 5, 2018 | The Lansing Journal

Every community deserves a good newspaper

Lansing Library outdoor
renovations near completion
BY JENNIFER YOS

LANSING, Ill. (August 23, 2018)
– Library patrons and passersby
may have witnessed an assortment
of construction cones, warning
tape, and machinery in front of the
Lansing Public Library for the past
eight weeks. All of the outside construction and landscaping activity
has resulted in greener and more
patron-friendly entrances to the
library, and Library Director Debbie
Albrecht is pleased that the main
entrance “no longer looks like an
airport runway.”
Specific improvements to the
main entrance include:
• A narrower walkway with less
concrete that otherwise would
have been too costly to repair
• Landscaping additions
• A handicap ramp in place of the
stairs that connected the library
entryway with parking along
School Street
• Benches and chairs for patrons
who want to enjoy the outdoors
• A new flagpole with an up-to-date
system that makes it easier to
raise and lower the flag
• New lawn lights and streetlights
In addition, the memorial bricks
have been moved out of the walkway and now surround the base of
the flagpole. The bricks had become
uneven as the walkway aged and
were a potential tripping hazard.
Improvements were also made to
the back of the library and to the
courtyard:
• A new sidewalk to the courtyard
entrance was created so young
after-school patrons can use the

courtyard to socialize and wind
down before entering the library.
• Oversized concrete planters in the
courtyard were removed to make
more room for picnic tables and
more space for courtyard activities.
• Stairs in the back that led up to
the neighboring church parking
lot were redone.
The entire project cost $200,000,
which came out of the library’s
general funds. Bids were taken,
and Dan Eallonarto of Independent
Construction Services was hired as
overseer. Eallonarto works exclusively with libraries and has worked
with the Lansing Public Library for
the past 6–7 years.
The project also included the
hiring of a contractor, landscape
architect, and landscaper. Local
landscaper Greg Ambrose has a history with the library—landscaping
it after construction, again in 2012,
and now for this current project.
Work began in mid-July and is
largely finished, though
Albrecht says a few
Right: The
steps leading
items remain. She is
from School
pleased with the outside
Street to
renovations because
the library’s
they are “useful for folks
Indiana
and make it pleasant to
Avenue
entrance have been replaced with a
be here.”
gradually
sloping walkway and updated
The Lansing Public
landscaping.
(Photo: Jennifer Yos)
Library is located at
Below, top: Albrecht says she is waiting for
2750 Indiana Avenue.
delivery of the final 10 memorial bricks,
Visit www.lansingpl.
which now surround the base of the
org for more informaflagpole. (Photo: Jennifer Yos)
tion, or find this story
Below, bottom: Contemporary chaise
at thelansingjournal.
chairs give patrons a place to sit outside
com to view more
and read. Outdoor spaces to the east of
photos of the updates.
the entrance and in the courtyard have
also been updated to encourage use.
(Photo: Melanie Jongsma)

PAC’S HOME DAYCARE

Licensed by the State of IL. CPR &
First Aid Certified which provides a
comfortable, learning environment for
children 6 weeks to 12 years old. Pre
School, After School programs available.
We offer a curriculum that includes
Language & Writing Development, Art,
Music, Computer Lab, Field trips, etc.

pacshomedaycare@gmail.com
773-858-8747 • 708-251-5526
17965 Glen Oak Ave., Lansing IL
1 Block East of Torrence Ave

MORE THAN JUST A DAYCARE

Chicago;Van Drunen Heating;A07377-51682-156611-5 x 6.5-4c-4c (18Fa-Early)

Google
our
reviews!

Update your
system and
qualify for Nicor
and ComEd
rebates

UTILITY BILLS DOWN.

COMFORT, WAY UP!

Customer ratings gathered by an independent survey firm.
Rating subject to change.

TM

Van Drunen Heating
50 years of service
Preferred Dealer
(708) 339-6444
Perpetually new since 1968

GET UP TO

$1,600
IN REBATES*

OR

UP TO 60 MONTHS
INTEREST FREE
FINANCING**

with purchase of a Lennox® home comfort system.
Offer expires 11/23/2018.
*Rebate requires purchase of qualifying items by 11/23/18 and submission of a completed rebate form (with proof of purchase) to www.lennoxconsumerrebates.com no later than 12/14/18. Rebate is
paid in the form of a Lennox Visa® prepaid debit card. Card is subject to terms and conditions found or referenced on card and expires 12 months after issuance. Conditions apply. See www.lennox.com
for complete rebate terms and conditions. **Offer available 9/3/18 – 11/23/18. Requires purchase of qualifying system. Financing available to well-qualified buyers on approved credit. No down payment
required. 0% APR for 60 months, with equal monthly payments. Normal late charges apply. Cannot be combined with any other promotional offer. Minimum loan amount $1,000. Maximum loan amount
$45,000. You may prepay your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are
estimates only. See Truth in Lending disclosures available from lender for more information.
© 2018 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.

Premier Dealer-18Fa-Early-4c.indd 2
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Classifieds
Services

ELECTRICAL SERVICES:
Kustom Electric. We offer a
wide variety of electrical services for residential & commercial properties. Licensed,
bonded and insured! Credit
cards accepted. www.kustomelectric.com or 708-6702295
HOME IMPROVEMENT: A&A
Services. Plumbing, carpentry, locks, electrical, toilet repairs, fence repairs, gutter
cleaning, hauling, small trees/
shrub removal. Insured. Free
estimates. 219-865-2345
PLUMBING SERVICES: J.E.M.
Plumbing & Sewer, Drain
Cleaning Specialist, water
lines, pumps, water heater,
faucets, toilets, same day service. 219-845-7589 or 708896-0500
HOME SERVICES: Home Repair & Improvements. Carpentry, painting, drywall repairs, storm doors, Int. doors,
lights, fans, locks, concrete repair, tree trimming, power
washing. 20 yrs. experience.
Free estimates. Mark 708-8412328
PLUMBING SERVICES: Battery Back-up Pumps give you
peace of mind. We have the
best one, the finest we can
find. Witvoet Plumbing. 708331-7335
PLUMBING SERVICES: Bradford-White water heaters, hydromatic pumps. Fast installation. Witvoet Plumbing.
708-331-7335
PLUMBING SERVICES: Call
The Plumber. Sewers, drains,
rodding, water heaters, sump
pumps, low water pressure,
flood control valves. Drain Experts. 708-259-9721, 219-6147283
MOVING SERVICES: Custom
Pickup/Delivery Ser vice:
Small moves; single items;
classified ad items; thrift
store; auction; appliances.
+furniture assembly: IKEA,
Office Depot. Anyday to 9pm.
219-433-9457
DHI
Handyman
Ser vices. Pa i n t i n g ,
Drywall
repairs,
C a r p e n t r y, S m a l l
Electrical, Plumbing,
Carpenter, Handyman
services, Garage/
Basement clean-outs,
Senior Discounts. Credit
cards/accepted. Call 708207-0644
L ANDSCAPING SERVICE:
Roas Lawn Maintenance
Bush trimming, planting
grass, cutting, edging, snow
removal, sod, gutter cleaning,
power raking, tree removal.
Call Tomas. 708-825-4292
TREE SERVICE: Maggy’s Tree
S e r v i c e . Tre e’s To p p e d ,
Trimmed, Removed, Bush Removal, Stump Removal. Also
Insured Bonded. Free estimates. 708-200-8078
CONCRETE SERVICES: All
Phases Concrete. Concrete

removal, replacement and resurfacing. Senior civil and
military discounts. BBB A+
rating. 219-923-9394
ALL HANDYMAN REPAIRS
done on-the-side to save
money! Painting, drywall, tile,
concrete patching, doors,
roofing, hauling. Very reasonable. Mark 708-408-7192
Housecleaning services: Polish Home Cleaning Lady. Excellent references, call for free
estimate. 219-322-5815
PAINTING SERVICES: Quality Painting & Scraping Service. Interior and Exterior.
Power washing, stain decks,
re-glaze windows, strip wallpaper, etc. Free estimates.
Call Normand 708-596-2170
DRYWALL REPAIR: Handy
“All” Drywall Repair, plaster
repair, light construction, interior decorating & interior
painting. Cell 708-514-0217,
phone 708-841-2523. Stanley
McDavid
CAREGIVER SERVICES: CNA
certified professional home
health care aide. In home patient care, light house keeping; meal prep; errands. 30+
yrs. Text 708-466-1578. Call
708-490-3214
CONCRETE & PATCHING
Done On The Side to save you
money. Also general contracting, handyman work, FHA
work & snowplowing. Very
reasonable. Call Mark 708408-7192
PLUMBING SERVICES: Problems at your kitchen sink? Water heater on the blink? For
plumbing troubles one and
all, here’s the number you
should call. Witvoet Plumbing. 708-331-7335
TUCKPOINTING SERVICES:
Rob’s Tuckpointing: Chimney
& Brick Repairs. Gutter Cleaning. No Job Too Small. Very
reasonable. Call for estimate.
708-877-6860
ELECTRICAL SERVICES: Residential Electrician, specializing in old homes. Licensed
insured, repair and replace
electrical. Panel upgrades.
Free estimates (restrictions)
owner answered calls. 708822-7758

Help Wanted
HELP WANTED: Warehouse/
Driver of Building Supplies,
Lumber, and Crane Deliveries. Apply in person: Midway
Building Supply, 16850 S.
State Street, South Holland,
IL. 60473. M-F(7-3p), Sat.(711a). 708-333-9977

Garage Sales

Lost and Found

September 6-15, 9-5
2251 198th Street, LYNWOOD, IL
Multi family sale. Household,
furniture, seasonal, tools, automotive, toys and much
more
September 7,8 & 9, 9-4
18010 Ridgewood Ave., LANSING, IL
Moving--everything cheap.
Yard and basement, antiques,
tools, small appliances, much
more.

Sept. 6 & 7, 8-2
17636 Henry Street, LANSING, IL
Misc items yard sale. Huge.
Clothes, trailer, deep fryer, 8
burner grill
Sept. 6, 7 & 8, 8-4
614 E. 163rd Street, SO. HOLLAND, IL
Multi Family. Baby clothes &
toys, electronics, womens
clothes, teenage boy clothes,
bicycles, dishes
Sept. 6, 7, 8, 9-5
2520 183rd Street, LANSING,
IL
4 family. Power tools, 2X & 3X
womens clothes, jewelry,
tools, household items. Prices
negotiable
Building Wide Yard Sale!! Our
Savior’s Senior Housing 14600
Indiana Ave, Dolton Household items, Antiques, Clothing and more 9/6/-9/7/18,
9am-3pm

Real Estate
Apts. Lansing. 2 & 3
bedrooms available.
Heat & water incl. New
paint & carpet. Close to
shopping center. Section
8 welcome. 708-9327499 or 630-709-1289.
Wa l k i n g d i s t a n c e t o
SuperWalmart.
Lansing, 2bdrm Condo for
rent, Appliances included,
parking, storage, laundry.
Rent $925, Security Deposit
and credit check. 312-8354777 or 773-480-0597
Apts. For Rent: Riverdale and
Harvey 1 & 2 bdrm apts.
Clean, carpeted, A/C. Heat included. Danny @ 708-3398068 or Catherine @ 708-6995900.

LOST: Brown Tiger cat,
domestic shor t hair,
female, declawed. 12yrs.
old Lost Ridgewood Ave.,
Lansing. February 26th.
Reward offered. Please
call. 708-895-0641 or
708-642-1306
Lost: REWARD for the return
of a flash drive. Lost in adult
section of Lansing Library
8/12 or 8/13. Drive is silver w/
plastic tag of orange canary
and contains important info.
Turn in to the library personnel for a reward

Wanted

For sale: 2002 Hyundai Santa
Fe, Very dependable and solid, new engine 78,000 rebuilt.
$2400 or best offer. As is. 708743-0828

For sale: 1997 Toyota 4 runner, very dependable, 1 owner, maintenance serviced
timely, pass clean air test.
$2400 or best offer. As is. 708843-3853

WA N T E D : Di a b e t i c Te s t
Strips Freestyle Lite One
Touch Accu-Chek Contour
and Others, Must be sealed,
unopened, unexpired, unused boxes. 708-474-3941

For sale: 2014 Chevy Truck
Silverado 1500 series, 4.3L
eng. MPG good, 34,800 miles,
power windows, A/C, radio
fm/am, 7ft bed. Call Dave.
708-474-1174

WANTED: Don’t throw it
away! I am buying old stuff.
Toys, signs, advertising, oil
cans, and much more. Please
call or text Doug. 219-6169342

VAN FOR SALE: 1998 Mercury Village Van. Black, durable,
$1,100 obo. Call Jesse. 708715-9405

Wanted: 1991-1992 Chevy
Caprice car for seniors; old
car parts from 1936-1950; older all gas water heater; old
deagan or musser vibraphones or marimbas. 219801-0955
Wanted: Older tube bass guitar amplifier and bass guitar;
40 gallon container mouse
and rat poison. 219-801-0955

For sale: 2011 Red Chevy
Cruze. 89,600 miles. Clean car
in very good condition. Only
asking $5,500/obo. Call 708574-4317.
For sale: 1994 Ford F150
Truck with Cap $1,600.
or best offer, New Front
Breaks too. V8, Emission
testing no longer
required. 708-647-1343.

wanted new 40 gallon gas water heaters 219-730-3370
WANTED: In search of Canning Jars, steam canner, pressure cooker, big pots. Call
708-888-1815
Wanted: Used Toyota car that
did not pass emissions at reasonable price. Old antique
cars fro 1930-48 or parts. 219290-5111

For sale: 2-Veterans grave
sites Oakland Memory Lanes,
Dolton, IL. 2 ground vaults, 1
opening and closings. Saturday and Sunday overcharge,
$2500. Cash only. Call Jim
708-895-2439

Medical-Physical Therapist
Technician/Receptionist Position. Full time. High school
diploma & computer skills required. On the job training.
Send resume to: Chicagosuburbpt@sbcglobal.net

Wanted radio/tv tubes Ham/
cb radios Tubes testers 70s
high power stereos tube type
stereos Misc elec parts NO
TVS. 708-536-8823
wanted --person to unplug a
drain in my apartment in
Griffith Indiana 219-730-3370
wanted good used self propelled gas lawn mower 219730-3370
wanted person to do light garden and backyard work and I
speak Spanish 219-730-3370

For sale: 2005 Gold Chevy
Impala 198,655 miles. $1,800
or best offer. As is. Call Rommele 773-519-8660.
For sale: 2010 Kia Fote, excellent condition. 51,400 miles,
good tires, runs great, $5,995
obo. Call 708-510-7974
FOR SALE: 2016 Jeep Renegade Latitude 4WD Omaha
Orange $19,987. Call Bob 855949-6000
FOR SALE: 2014 Chevy Equinox LT AWD Tan $18,987. Call
Bob 855-949-6000

DENTAL Insurance

LASER HAIR REMOVAL - IN A TUBE!
NEW! Hairfree gets rid of unwanted hair and kills
the root to stop new hair growth. Works like laser
hair removal - in a tube - for a fraction of the cost!
Puts an end to non-stop shaving, plucking and waxing.
Be hair-free in 30 days! 100% money-back guarantee.
Order by phone: 323-405-3331 (lines open 24/7)
Buy online: www.hair-free-hair-remover.com
www.hair-f
PROMO: 10% & FREE shipping with code: CN9

Autos and Vehicles
FOR SALE: 2017 Chevy Corvette Stingray Z51, Watkins
Glen Gray metallic $57,987.
Call Bob 855-949-6000

FOR SALE: 2013 Dodge Cart
SXT $6,987. Call Bob 855-9496000
FOR SALE: 2012 Chevy Cruze
LT $6,987. Call Bob 855-9496000
FOR SALE: 2011 Infiniti G37
Sedan X AWD $12,987. Call
Bob 855-949-6000
FOR SALE: 2009 GMC Canyon SLE-2 4WD $15,987. Call
Bob 855-949-6000

September 6, 7 & 8, 9-2
19222 Grant Street, LANSING, IL
Tools, bikes, toys, clothing.
Something for everyone. Last
day fill a bag for $5

3BR House in Calumet
City, IL for rent. Quiet
block near a newly built
grammer school. Fenced
yard, garage, appliances.
Section 8 Welcome. No
pets allowed. 708-4393323

Help Wanted: Christian Day
Care looking for part-time
teachers/aides. Call. 708-3330796

Lost/Stolen Cat: Calumet
City. Cheyenniee 5 yrs. Calico,
white, black, rust, beige, beige
heart around mouth. Miss her
please return. 708-801-9442

wanted gas self propelled
lawnmower under $75 219730-3370
wanted a person to trim some
tall trees in Highland Indiana
reasonable 219-730-3370
wanted person to fix my air
conditioner and boiler type
furnace 219-730-3370

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get the dental care you deserve
If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles –

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist

Coverage for over 350 procedures including

$1 a day*
you want

you could get a checkup tomorrow

cleanings, exams, fillings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefits

you can receive

FREE Information Kit

1-877-308-2834

www.dental50plus.com/cadnet
*Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q);
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917
MB17-NM008Ec

FOR SALE:
2016 Chevy
Malibu Limited LS Summ i t W h i t e,
$14,987. Call
Bob 855-9496000
For Sale:
2013 Chevy
Malibu LTZ,
Silver Ice
Metallic
$9,987. Call
Bob 855-9496000

FOR SALE: 2015 Polaris
RANGERXP 900 EPS
D E LU X E , $ 5 0 0 0 s a l e
price. Contact: jsstine7@
gmail.com

Misc Items For Sale
FOR SALE: Everything must
go! Factory Discount Store,
new stock. Mattresses $88,
Twin $88, Full $98, Queen,
$138, bunkbeds, futons, daybeds, adjustable bed w/mattress, furniture, for all rooms.
EZ credit to $3000. EZ Layaway. Major credit cards. 708371-3737 www.factorybeddingfurniture.com Like us on
facebook
For sale: 4 basket Deep Fryer
- Cooker Grill, trailer hookup
on wheels. As is, $600. Must
see. 708-822-6331
For sale: Toro self propelled
lawn mower, set of golf clubs,
Mirror with design 40”x25” in
brass frame; large decorative
pictures. 219-322-7257
For sale: All types of washers
and dryers. A pair is $300.
Electric dryer front loader,
$175; Apartment gas dyer,
$125. 708-715-2348
For sale: Nice selection of
men and women fat tired,
cruiser bicycles. Electra’s, 7
speed stretch bike, Specialzed
Sirrus. Call John. 708-2436677
Good Shape Craftsman Sears
torches, 2 gas tanks with cart,
hoses, gauges, other accessories $325.00 708-283-9694
Never used like new Powermate generator, 5000 watt on
wheels, paid $560.00, asking
$325.00 708-283-9694
Women’s 2X & 3X clothes,
new, $10-$45; Dress clothes,
includes suits, dresses, sweaters, shints & more, brand
name. 708-789-5034
Conpro camara vcr sacr peliculas, vcr vendo maguina,
cortab zacate garantin como
nueba $130. 708-418-3354
Beautiful Berne matching
sofa (80L, 34H, 36W) and love
seat (60L, 34H, 36W ) in dark
green, like new, hardly used.
Matching lime green love seat
(60L) and sofa (84L) must see
to appreciate! 708-448-5672
Quality Dwarf Hotot rabbit
available in South Holland,
$30. Contact 708.757.6358 or
sallyjblom@gmail.com for
more info.
Sleeveless wedding gown with
veil, size 2, perfect condition,
$475 obo. 708-369-0925
For Sale- Sunbeam 7-speed
heavy duty food processor,
$25.00, 2 Columbia 300 bowling balls exl. cond. $20.00 ea.
708-474-9495
New! Kindness instant hair
setter by Clairol $7. 708-3312444
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Theatre at the Center announces cast
for Ghost: The Musical

Courtney Mack (left) as Molly and Garrett Lutz as Sam in Ghost:
the Musical, opening soon in Munster, Indiana. (Photo: Guy Rhodes)

Show opens September 16, 2018
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THEATRE
AT THE CENTER

MUNSTER, Ind. (August 17, 2018) –
Theatre at the Center (TATC) and
Director and Choreographer Linda
Fortunato have cast Garrett Lutz
in the role of ghostly hero Sam,
Donica Lynn as psychic Oda Mae,
and Courtney Mack in the role of
Molly Jensen for Chicagoland’s
first regional production of the
newly imagined Ghost: The Musical.
Previews begin September 13 with
an Opening Night on September
16 and performances continuing
through October 14.
Ghost: The Musical features a
Book by Bruce Joel Rubin and Music
and Lyrics by Dave Stewart of The
Eurythmics with Glen Ballard and
Bruce Joel Rubin. Based on the hit
1990 romantic fantasy thriller film
that starred Patrick Swayze, Demi
Moore, and Whoopi Goldberg, the
musical had its world premier at
the Manchester Opera House in
March 2011. It opened on Broadway
at the Lunt-Fontaine Theatre in
April 2012 before the first North
American tour launched in September 2013.
The cast
Garrett Lutz returns to TATC
where he appeared in last fall’s Big
River. He received Jeff Award Nominations for his roles in Kokandy Productions’ Heathers: The Musical and
The Full Monty. Other recent credits
include playing Clifford Bradshaw
in Cabaret at Paramount Theatre
as well as Madagascar at Chicago
Shakespeare Theatre and James and
the Giant Peach at Drury Lane.
Donica Lynn last appeared at
TATC in the 2009 hit Footloose: the
Musical. She recently appeared in
Drury Lane Theatre’s Cat on a Hot
Tin Roof, 42nd Street, and Smokey
Joe’s Café. Lynn won a Jeff Award for
Best Actress for Dreamgirls at Porchlight Music Theater. Other credits
include Confession of a P.I.M.P. at
Victory Gardens and The Color Purple
and Barnum at Mercury Theater.
Courtney Mack was seen last
season in TATC’s production of Cabaret. Other recent theatre credits
include Million Dollar Quartet and
Mamma Mia! at Paramount Theatre,
Urinetown at BoHo Theatre, and
Kokandy Productions’ Heathers: The
Musical, which won her a Jeff Award
for her role as Veronica Sawyer.
Additional cast members include

Tony Carter in the role of Carl,
Christie Coran as Mrs. Santiago,
Jackie Gessert as Clara, Qiana
McNary as Louise, Carlos Olmedo
as Willie, and Kelvin Roston, Jr. and
Travis Austin as various ghosts.
Linda Fortunato, director and
choreographer of Ghost: The Musical, is also TATC Artistic Director.
Her TATC credits include directing
Steel Magnolias, Big River, The Tin
Woman, Cabaret, Annie Warbucks,
and A Christmas Story. She has been
nominated for five Joseph Jefferson
Awards for her work as a choreographer and director. She received
both the Equity and Non-Equity Jeff
Theatre night combo tickets are $55
Production.
Award for Outstanding Choreogra(plus tax).
phy in the 2013–14 season, garnering
Special Ghost events
Theatre at the Center its first award
The TATC run of Ghost: The MusiShowtimes and ticket
for her choreography of 42nd Street.
cal includes some new and exciting
prices
This musithemed special
Performances are:
cal adaptation
event opportunities
• Wednesdays and Thursdays:
of the Academy
including a Friday
2:00pm
Award-winning
and Saturday “Date
• Fridays: 7:30pm
film stars a score
Night” special $30
• Saturdays: 3:00pm and 7:30pm
by Grammy
ticket price, when
• Sundays: 2:30pm
Award-winning
purchasing
two
or
• Select Thursday and Sunday
songwriters and
more
tickets,
and
night performances
includes the clasfeatures
a
cash
bar
Individual
ticket prices range
sic “Unchained
in
the
lobby.
from $42-$46. To purchase indiMelody” as it folThere
will
also
be
vidual tickets, call the Box Office
lows the love story
a
fun-filled
October
at 219-836-3255 or Tickets.com at
of Sam and Molly.
4 Ghost-themed
800-511-1532. Group discounts are
After his untimely
Dinner
&
Theatre
available for groups of 11 or more.
death, Sam tries to
Night
in
the
dining
Student tickets are $20 (not availprotect Molly from
room at the Center
a threat unknown
able for Sunday performances), and
Linda Fortunato, director and
for Visual and Perto her, with the
gift certificates are also available.
choreographer
forming
Arts.
The
help of a storefront
Theatre at the Center is located
evening includes a
psychic.
at 1040 Ridge Road in Munster,
pottery wheel exhibition by South
“Called ‘one of the finest love stoIndiana. For more information, visit
Shore Arts with a pottery art sale,
ries ever to hit the big screen,’ Ghost
www.TheatreAtTheCenter.com.
wine tasting hosted
is an iconic film that is not only
romantic, but thrilling and funny,”
by Chef Joe Trama
Fortunato said. “Centered around a
featuring the Canyon
love story between this world and
Road wine line, a table
the next, we look forward to bringfor spiritual readings
ing to the TATC stage the same
by Psychic Paige, and
charm in the Chicagoland premiere
demonstrations of
of this musical version of the story.”
clay mud beauty mask
treatments courtesy
The creative team
Exclusive to Shopper Readers!
of SpaPointe & Hair
The creative team for Ghost: the
Studio. Dinner &
Musical includes Scenic Designer Sarah Ross, Lighting Designer Guy Rhodes, Sound Designer
NEW
Mike Patrick, Costume Designer
Brenda Winsted, and Prop Designer
Amanda Herrmann. Jessica Banmakes a difference
aszak is Stage Manager. William
Underwood is Music Director.
Fortunato, in her third season as
TATC’s Artistic Director, is teamed
with Professional Graphic Design
with Richard Friedman, General
Manager, and Ann Davis, Head of

The advantage of digital news
In addition to our monthly print edition, The Lansing Journal publishes
news online every day. A digital subscription is an enhancement to the
print edition, offering these benefits:
• Digital news is more timely—stories happen every day!
• There are no space limits, so we can include more details, photos, and videos.
• Digital news is very shareable—you can easily forward the links via email or
social media.

Signing up is easy. Visit thelansingjournal.com/news/subscribe/.

BANNER
SALE

FALL
COLORS

Great Design

3x6 Outdoor Banner

199

$

Affordable
Fashion
Sizes 8-3X

Hours:
M-F 9:30-4:30
Sat. 9:30-3:00

• Includes thermal hem and grommets in corners
• Other sizes available

• Save more - provide your own design

Fashionette

The Store With A Little Bit More
3334 RIDGE ROAD, LANSING

708-474-0349

708-333-0773

SUDOKU

CROSSWORD

Subscribe to the daily digital edition at thelansingjournal.com/news/subscribe
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Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.53)
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Meaning to do the task set before you, and leave the consequences to
chance. This is not a reference to poker chips as many think, but to wood
chips. As a woodcutter strikes with his axe, the chips fly. What is important is
that the tree comes down; it is unimportant where the chips land.

On This Date: September 5
1698 - Peter the Great imposes tax on beards • 1622 - Richelieu becomes Cardinal •1793 “Reign of Terror” begins in France • 1836 - Sam Houston elected President of the Republic
of Texas •1882 - First Labor Day parade takes place with 10,000 workers marching • 1905
- President Theodore Roosevelt receives Nobel Peace Prize for mediating end of RussoJapanese War • 1929 - French premier Aristide Briand suggests a United States of Europe
• 1958 - First color video tape recording • 1972 - 11 Israeli Olympians taken hostage (later
killed) by Palestinian group • 1978 Jimmy Carter hosts Egypt - Israel peace conference •
1991 - Nelson Mandela becomes president of African National Congress
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Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.53)

SOLVE THE MAZE

Turn of Phrase: Let the chips fall where they may

6

Thanos
Thanos
Thor
Thor
Vision
Vision
Wasp
Wasp
Wolverine
Wolverine
X-23
X-23
Xorn
Yondu
Xorn
Zola
Yondu
Zola

L
O
K
I
H
O
T
E
N
G
A
M
E
C
P
N

Nebula
Nebula
Nick
Nick Fury
Fury
Okoye
Okoye
Phil Coulson
Coulson
Phil
Professor X
Professor
Quicksilver X
Quicksilver
Raina
Sabre Tooth
Raina
Spider-Man
Sabre
Tooth
Spider-Man

L
U
K
E
C
A
G
E
V
T
Q
K
A
V
R
E

Falcon
Gamora

Groot
Groot
Hawkeye
Hawkeye
Hulk
Hulk
Iron Man
Iron
Man
Juggernaut
Juggernaut
Karpov
Karpov
Loki
Luke Cage
Loki
Magneto
Luke
Cage
Magneto

N
A
M
R
E
D
I
P
S
A
W
P
H
S
O
B

Ant-Man

Ant-Man
Black
Panther
Black
Panther
Black
Widow
Black
Widow
Captain
America
Captain
America
Deadpool
Deadpool
Drax
Drax
Ego
Falcon
Ego
Gamora

J
U
G
G
E
R
N
A
U
T
T
K
A
G
F
U

Marvel Heroes and Villains

Marvel Heroes and Villains

L
O
K
I
H
O
T
E
N
G
A
M
E
C
P
N

R
E
H
T
N
A
P
K
C
A
L
B
W
R
E
L

N
A
M
R
E
D
I
P
S
A
W
P
H
S
O
B

A
N
I
A
R
S
A
I
I
R
R
X
K
O
S
A

J
U
G
G
E
R
N
A
U
T
T
K
A
G
F
U

E
Z
O
L
A
R
L
N
Y
E
V
A
E
O
S
W

R
E
H
T
N
A
P
K
C
A
L
B
W
R
E
L

K
N
G
S
O
N
A
H
T
V
T
R
Y
T
O
D

A
N
I
A
R
S
A
I
I
R
R
X
K
O
S
A

L
N
I
M
L
M
N
O
Q
L
I
D
E
D
R
L

E
Z
O
L
A
R
L
N
Y
E
V
A
E
O
S
W

O
K
A
R
E
U
O
I
I
I
L
S
I
N
X
N

K
N
G
S
O
N
A
H
T
V
T
R
Y
T
O
D

O
G
A
R
E
T
O
R
C
S
N
W
I
2
S
O

L
N
I
M
L
M
N
O
Q
L
I
D
E
D
R
L

P
U
I
R
H
V
O
C
V
K
K
A
3
O
O
C

O
K
A
R
E
U
O
I
I
I
L
S
I
N
X
N

D
C
D
O
P
N
L
N
L
C
F
K
M
K
N
L

O
G
A
R
E
T
O
R
C
S
N
W
I
2
S
O

A
E
R
N
M
O
R
O
A
I
L
U
O
T
I
A

P
U
I
R
H
V
O
C
V
K
K
A
3
O
O
C

Marvel Heroes and Villains

D
C
D
O
P
N
L
N
L
C
F
K
M
K
N
L

Thanos
Thor
Vision
Wasp
Wolverine
X-23
Xorn
Yondu
Zola

A
E
R
N
M
O
R
O
A
I
L
U
O
T
I
A

Nebula
Nick Fury
Okoye
Phil Coulson
Professor X
Quicksilver
Raina
Sabre Tooth
Spider-Man

E
G
G
A
O
O
V
L
W
U
H
Y
R
L
N
F

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku on Wed Sep 27 20:48:23 2017 GMT. Enjoy!

D
C
N
O
X
Y
B
X
H
Q
E
P
O
Y
E
A

WORDSEARCH

Down
1. Kind of store
2. Financial page heading
3. Pack (down)
4. Ancient (hyphenated)
5. “My man!”
6. Follower of Mary
7. “O” in old radio lingo
8. January’s birthstone
9. Protects from fireplace sparks (2 wds)
10. It may get into a jamb
11. Aardvark fare
13. Check
15. It’s always sold in mint condition (2 wds)
18. Join securely
22. Meteorological effects
24. White Cliffs of ___
26. Cleanse with water
27. Grant
28. Put into a new order
29. Conventions
31. Bender
34. Marina sight
36. Unload, as stock
38. Sign made with index & middle fingers (2 wds)
42. Casual top (2 wds)
44. Ascended
45. Bring up
48. Slender candles
50. Repressed (hyphenated)
53. “Come again?”
54. Bit
55. “... there is no ___ angel but Love”:
Shakespeare
56. Characteristic carrier
58. Hokkaido native
59. Detective, at times
60. “... or ___!”
63. Cabernet, e.g.

Across
1. Computer info
5. Write a shared online journal
9. Kind of approval
12. Candidate’s concern
14. Morocco’s capital
16. Carbonium, e.g.
17. Reminder of mortality (2 wds)
19. “Baloney!”
20. Smoke out
21. Members of Parliament
23. Bergman in “Casablanca”
25. Flight data, briefly
26. Officers’ quarters on a warship
30. Moisture-absorbing body powders
32. A pint, maybe
33. Representative
35. Marine ___
37. Bohemian, e.g.
39. Victorian, for one
40. Arid
41. Ridge of land between two faults
43. Go over
46. Moray, e.g.
47. Slap target, sometimes
49. Exploded artillery shell fragments
51. Eastern pooh-bah
52. Bolted
53. Manitoba’s capital
57. Kind of seat
61. Monopolize
62. Expressing profound respect
64. Absorbed, as a cost
65. Father, Son and Holy Ghost
66. One of the Barbary States
67. Bit
68. Coaster
69. Whimper
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Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every row,
column
3x3 box includes
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from2017
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Groot
Hawkeye
Hulk
Iron Man
Juggernaut
Karpov
Loki
Luke Cage
Magneto

9
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Ant-Man
Black Panther
Black Widow
Captain America
Deadpool
Drax
Ego
Falcon
Gamora

5
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Announcements are free and run in The Shopper each week. They are accepted by
e-mail at general@myshopper.biz, or at the front counter. Deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m.
for the following Thursday’s edition. The Shopper reserves the right to edit all content.
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Taste of Thornton Township sees
larger crowds at larger venue
South Suburban College campus provides more room for people and activities
by Ernst Lamothe Jr.

SOUTH HOLLAND, Ill. (August 29, 2018) - Moving to South Suburban
College for the first time, the August 25 Taste of Thornton Township
saw larger crowds who filled the expansive campus to enjoy games,
rides, and live entertainment. Thornton Township Supervisor Frank
M. Zuccarelli looked over the crowd and shouted: “We’re having a great
time today at the Taste!”
Zuccarelli added, “The Taste is one of our largest events and brings
people throughout Thornton Township in one place to enjoy great live
music, food, and family entertainment.”
Thornton Township
The almost 90-degree day did not temper
Supervisor
Frank Zuccarelli
excitement for the 17th annual event. This
(in
white)
chose
the campus
year’s Taste featured free activities for the
of South Suburban College
kids—face painting, carnival rides, and
as the location of this year’s
games—as well as practical fun such as
Taste of Thornton Township.
back-to-school haircuts and book bags with
The additional space allowed
an already big event to be
school supplies. Attendees also enjoyed a
even bigger this year. (Photo:
petting zoo, a large assortment of food and
Ernst Lamothe Jr.)
craft vendors, live music from several bands,
and a classic car show.
“This year’s Taste was better than last year. More people came out
this year than last year,” said Tui M. Muse, Taste Chairman and Human
Relations Commissioner. “The car show was excellent. It was amazing.
The food was great and lots of variety. Entertainment was fantastic.”
Several live bands entertained the crowd, and Trysh Granberry made a
cameo appearance. Cranberry is an “America’s Got Talent” contestant, a
Dolton resident, and a Thornton Township General Assistance employee.
“Michael Jackson, James Brown, and Tina Turner impersonators
dazzled the crowd,” said Joyce Washington, Thornton Township Trustee.
“This event is for the community to come together and enjoy food, entertainment, family, and friends. We appreciate our great community.”
Having South Suburban College as the new venue this year gave event
organizers more room to expand the offerings. People from all over
Thornton Township and areas as far as Chicago and Indiana were there.
Mayors and other elected officials throughHosting the Taste of
out the area were in attendance.
Thornton
Township at
The packed weekend also featured the
a larger venue allowed
second annual Taste of Thornton Township
event organizers to expand
Basketball Tournament. The tournament inthe number and types of
volved teens and police playing on the same
activities they could offer.
The petting zoo was a
team for the pride of their town. This year,
popular attraction.
the Town of Markham defeated the Village of
(Photo: Ernst Lamothe Jr.)
Dolton to take the championship trophy.
Although defending champion Lansing
had to relinquish the title, Lansing Police Chief Dennis Murrin was quick
to acknowledge that the program is an essential community initiative. “It
was a great atmosphere, seeing the teenagers and police officers working together,” said Murrin. “This is something that we definitely want
to be a part of each year.”

Rides and games gave the event a
carnival-like atmosphere.
(Photo: Ernst Lamothe Jr.)

Dog park is not the only upgrade to Bock Park
BY MELANIE JONGSMA

for running and playing.”
For maximum efficiency, the park
district had the old playground
removed by the contractors who
were on site installing the dog park.

Plans are to install the
new playground next
year, on the opposite side
of the Bock Park shelter.

LANSING, Ill. (August 9, 2018) – Lansing’s new dog park—which will be
named Paws ‘n Play—is giving the
park district an opportunity
to make other enhancements
The fencing on the right marks where the old Bock Park playground was
to Bock Park. The existing
located. When the new playground equipment is installed next year, it will be
playground area has been
positioned on the other side of the shelter. (Photo: Melanie Jongsma, 8/9/18)
removed, and plans are to
replace it with a new one in a
new location within the park.
“The playground at Bock
Park was one of our oldest,”
explained Sharon Desjardins,
Senior Superintendent of
Strategy and Operations. “It
was built in 1991, and it was
definitely showing its age. In
addition, we never really liked
the location of the playground
as it hugged our maintenance
yard rather than providing
kids with a little open space
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Lansing’s Jeff Schoettle umps high-level Little League
From player, to coach, to umpire, he’s staying close to the game he loves
BY JOSH BOOTSMA

LANSING, Ill. (August 28, 2018) – Jeff Schoettle spends his days determining
if adults are safe. In the evenings, he puts on a different uniform and does
the same for kids.
Construction safety officer by day, the 50-year-old Lansing native spends
many of his spring and summer nights umpiring for Little League baseball
and softball games. Visit Lansing Old Timer’s Park throughout the summer,
and there is a good chance you will catch Schoettle calling a game on the
same field on which he played decades ago as a child.
Staying around the game
A father and former Little League coach, Schoettle has been around youth
baseball a long time. “Like most umpires, I started out as a dad and a coach, and
once your child graduates the program, you want to stay around the ball field,”
he explained.
His strategy to stay close to the game he loved was to become an umpire,
a position he has enjoyed for 21 years.
Unlike most Little League umpires, however, Schoettle’s duties often do
not stop in mid-July, when the Little League season ends. Like the most
skilled ball players in the league, Schoettle regularly appears in postseason
action as well.
A few weeks ago, Schoettle umpired at the boys Central Region Tournament
in Westfield, Indiana, a 13-state tournament that sends the winner to the Little
League World Series.
The year before, Schoettle was selected to officiate the Little League Softball
World Series in Portland, Oregon, and had the honor to call the final out of the
World Series, an experience he says was “pretty cool.” Schoettle has umpired
for a handful of other high-level tournaments in his two decades of officiating,
and he is always impressed by the energy at these games. “[For] every team
that comes there, this is the culmination of their season. Not only are they
playing at the top of their game, they are exuberant, excited, and engaged the
whole week. It’s an energy you really can’t describe,” he said.

Above: Umpire Jeff Schoettle calls a strike at the
Little League Great Lakes Regional Tournament.
(Photo provided)
Left: Jeff Schoettle and his fellow umpires are
“the third team” to take the field at every Little
League game, and they take pride in the work
they do. (Photo provided)
Lower right corner: Schoettle often serves
as umpire on the same field where he played
baseball as a child. The Lansing Old Timers field
is located at 16500 Chicago Avenue. Lansing
Little League season usually begins in April with
Major, Minor, Pee Wee, and Tee Ball divisions.
(Photo: Josh Bootsma)

Always improving
Success at such a high level does not come easily. For Schoettle, “every
game is a learning experience. Every season, I want to see myself getting
better. And even after 21 years, there’s still a lot of room for improvement.”
The Navy veteran spends hours training, attending clinics, reading the
Little League rulebook, and brushing up his mechanics, hours he could be
spending with his family or his guitar group at church.
Making an investment
So why does Schoettle invest all this time an energy into his umpiring career?
The short answer: It’s all about the kids. “I saw what Little League did
for not only my own kids, but other kids I had coached along the way. …My
desire to stay on the field was from watching the development of young
men and women,” he said.
As a Little League coach, Schoettle emphasized teamwork and friendship
more than the game itself, something he still strives to do as an umpire.
“Watching these kids become friends and work together to play a game under
the rules of fair play and sportsmanship? Invaluable. And I get to continually see
that happening, which is a lot of the reason I keep [umpiring],” Schoettle said.
The most special moments take the form of small acknowledgments from
the players. A head nod from a kid coming to the plate or a quick “good
game ump” in the parking lot after a game might “seem inconsequential,”
but according to Schoettle, “those little feedbacks—they’re the ones that count.”
Having been selected by his Little League district
multiple times to umpire at a postseason level, it is
clear Schoettle has received plenty of good feedback over the years.
And he doesn’t plan to stop anytime soon.
Having fun
“I don’t see an end,” Schoettle said of his umpiring
career, “It’s been 21 years that I’ve been doing this—
and I’d say I’ve got 20 years left in me.”
Schoettle’s advice for parents of young players
is to “praise
your child’s
performance
regardless of the
outcome of the
game,” and his
suggestion for
Little Leaguers
seems to be the
same principle
he applies to his
umpiring: “Remember, you’re
playing a game.
Have fun.”
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Lansing’s Civil Air Patrol color guard presents colors
during national anthem at White Sox game
INFORMATION provided by
CIVIL AIR PATROL

The color guard from Lansing’s
Thunder Composite Squadron
was shown on the big screen
as they presented colors at the
August 12 Chicago White Sox
game. (Photo provided)

CHICAGO, Ill. (August, 2018) – On
Sunday, August 12, the color guard
from Lansing’s Thunder Composite
Squadron presented colors at the
Chicago White Sox vs. Kansas City
Royals game at Guaranteed Rate
Field. The group was introduced
before the singing of the national
anthem and shown on the center
field screen as they carried out the
American flag and CAP flag.
The Civil Air Patrol (CAP), an auxiliary program of the United States
Air Force, presents youths with a
myriad of unique opportunities—
going on orientation flights in small
aircraft, meeting pilots and military
personnel, and participating in
community service assignments.
Cadets involved with the color
guard also have an opportunity to
present colors at various parades,
memorials, and other events.
“It was a bit nerve-wracking, but
once it started it went smoothly,”
said Cadet 2nd Lieutenant Lucas
Vanderwoude, 16, of Lansing.
“I was kind of scared at first,”
added Cadet Senior Airman Arjon
Odom, 14, of Homewood. “But it
wasn’t so bad. I enjoyed it.”
The nervousness didn’t show as
the cadets marched onto the field.
“When I first got out there, I was

nervous, but the longer I was out
there, the more excited I got,” said
Cadet Chief Master Sergeant Jomareun Richardson, 16, of Lansing.
“It was a really good life experience,” said Chief Master Sergeant
Alexander Bronas, 16, of Hobart.
Also serving with the color guard
were C/MSgt Ian Steinweg and C/
SMSgt Elliott Basem.
The White Sox game capped off
an exciting weekend for the cadets.
Thunder Composite Squadron also
assisted with flight line security at
Gary-Chicago Airport, where military and show aircraft were staged
for the Chicago Air and Water Show.
About Civil Air Patrol
Civil Air Patrol was founded in
1941 and continues today with
youths and adults working in
squadrons in their communities
in a volunteer capacity. The program enables cadets to respond
to emergency and relief efforts
and promotes aviation and related
fields through aerospace and STEM
education.
More information about CAP is
available at gocivilairpatrol.com.
CAP’s Thunder Squadron IL-317
meets weekly at Heritage Middle
School in Lansing on Wednesdays at
7:00pm. For squadron information
and updates, follow “CAP Thunder
Composite Squadron” on Facebook.
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TF South athlete spotlights
INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY MATT TIFFY, ASSISTANT ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

Five things to know about

Laura Dominguez

LANSING, Ill. (August 24, 2018) – Laura
Dominguez swims for the TF South Rebel
swim team and has swum all four years for
the Rebels.

Five things to know about

Austin Ver Wey

LANSING, Ill. (August 24, 2018) – Junior
Austin Ver Wey golfs for the TF South Rebel
golf team and has played all three years for
the Rebels.

Event:
My event is 100 freestyle. I like it because
it is an in-and-out race.

Why golf:
I was attracted to play golf from previously having golfing experience and also
from my friends deciding to play too. My
best outing was shooting a 42 at the Lansing Country Club.

Favorite swimming moment:
My favorite moment while swimming was
when my relay and I placed in conference.

Favorite golf moment:
My favorite moment while golfing at TF
South was getting all-conference for JV my
sophomore year.

Plans for the future:
I plan to attend University of Illinois in
Chicago and study Sports Medicine to be a
physical therapist. I also plan to try out for
the swim team in college.
Favorite subject and teacher:
My favorite subject is Anatomy because I enjoy learning about the human
body. My favorite teacher is Mrs. Sudkamp because she has motivated me to
not give up—not only in school, but also in the pool.
Quote from the coach:
“Laura’s hard work and dedication has helped her to become an increasingly better swimmer. She has really done a nice job of swimming all year
round and pushing herself to be a stronger swimmer.”
-Coach Simich, Head Swim Coach

Golf goals:
My goal for golf this year is to get varsity
all-conference.
Favorite subject and teacher:
My favorite subject is APUSH with Mr.
Tiffy because the class is very informative, and I learn a lot in the class. Mr.
Tiffy really cares about all of the students’ success in the class.
Quote from the coach:
“Austin is a great kid and the leader of our golf program. He is our #1 varsity golfer and the type of player that everyone wants to play with.”
-Coach Johnson, Head Golf Coach

Prairie Heritage Ride combines biking and agritourism
Five-day bicycle ride travels through the heart of central Illinois ag-country
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY
THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (September, 2018)
– The Illinois Department of Agriculture has teamed up with Bicycle
Illinois and the Springfield Bicycle
Club to host a unique bicycle ride
that will make nearly a dozen stops
on a “spoke-to-farm” tour that
highlights central Illinois agritourism. The inaugural Prairie Heritage
Ride will take place September
10–14, making stops in Springfield,
Lincoln, Bloomington, Champaign,
and Decatur.
“This inaugural ride will help
showcase our prairie heritage and
agricultural roots while celebrating the Illinois Bicentennial and all
that is Born, Built, and Grown in
Illinois,” said Ag Director Raymond
Poe. “From vineyards and breweries to historic farms and popular
agritourism sites, riders will experience Illinois agriculture like never
before.”
Stops along the way include Hand
of Fate Brewing Company, Historic

Marlboro Farmstead, the Rail
Splitter Covered Wagon, Seaney
Farms, Mackinaw Valley Vineyard, Rader Family Farms, Prairie
Fruits and Creamery, Lake of
the Woods, the Illinois State
Fairgrounds, and much
more.
“As a seasoned farmer, I
realize how much people
enjoy and appreciate the
opportunity to experience Rader Family

Farms and the country life,”
said Lynn Rader, owner of
Rader Family Farms. “Today,
more than ever, it’s extremely important to expose a greater percentage of the population to
the practices and products
that we provide. Agritourism is a way to do that
while also creating fun
memories and a unique
opportunity to see how
farmers provide.”

Something for everyone
Whether a novice rider or a seasoned cyclist, this picturesque ride
has something for everyone. The
more than 300-mile bike ride will
take place over five days and will
include overnight accommodations
for riders.
Representatives from seven
county farm bureaus are also
participating to showcase Illinois
agriculture along the ride.
The 2018 Prairie Heritage Ride
route is as follows:
• September 10: Springfield to Lincoln (~78 miles)
• September 11: Lincoln to Bloomington (~60 miles)
• September 12: Bloomington to
Champaign (~82 miles)
• September 13: Champaign to Decatur (~61 miles)
• September 14: Decatur to Springfield (~54 miles)
Registration for the Prairie Heritage Ride is open. More information
can be found online at www.prairieheritageride.com.

Drone Racing Regional Final comes to Matteson, IL, September 22–23
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE CHICAGO
SOUTHLAND CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU

MATTESON, Ill. (August 16, 2018) – The Matteson
Community Center (20642 Matteson Avenue) will
host the fifth Regional MultiGP Drone Racing
Championship on September 22–23. Drone pilots
from around the world have been competing in
local ‘Qualifier’ drone races, working their way to
the MultiGP Regional Finals.
MultiGP is a global drone racing league that
governs and manages radio-controlled drone

racing events across the world and works with
groups to grow the sport of drone racing. There
are currently 600 chapters of drone pilots.
Drone racing involves drones in the air with
pilots on the ground who control, maneuver, and
fly the drones through an obstacle course. Eight
quads fly at once, employing science, technology, engineering, and math skills to achieve and
maintain flight while racing. Drone racing is a
family-friendly sport, with competitors as young
as eight qualifying to compete.

Saturday, September 22
• 8:00am: Registration and Tech Inspection
• 9:30am: Pilot Briefing
• 10:00am: Group A (2 Practice, 3 Qualifiers)
• 1:00pm: Group B (2 Practice, 3 Qualifiers)
• 3:00pm: Group C (2 Practice, 3 Qualifiers)
Sunday, September 23
• 8:00am: Qualifiers (2 Rounds)
• 11:00am: Top 32 (Heats of 4)
• 3:00pm: Podium
Call 708-441-4500 for more information.
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Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony for Fox Pointe
Friday, September 28, 5:00–7:00 pm
18138 Henry Street (rain or shine)
Join us in celebrating Lansing’s new outdoor venue
for concerts, festivals, and other community events.
The celebration will include live entertainment, food and
refreshments, and a ribbon-cutting ceremony with Mayor Patty
Eidam and other invited officials.

Guests will also have an opportunity to tour
the venue and get a sneak peak before
the first event!

