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infOrMatiOn prOviDeD by the Lan-
Sing area ChaMber Of COMMerCe

Lansing, ill. (December 4, 2017) - 
On saturday, December 9, the Lan-
sing area Chamber of Commerce 
invites the community to Breakfast 
With santa. The event is sponsored 
by the Copper Muggers and hosted 
by T. F. south High school (18500 
Burnham avenue in Lansing). Tick-
ets are only $5.00. 

all proceeds earned from the 
Chamber Breakfast With santa will 
go to the Family giving Program. 

“not many people know about this 
program,” says amy Todd, Executive 
Director of the Chamber. “Each year 
we select some families from Lan-
sing that are in special need during 
the holiday season.” The Lansing 
Chamber works with social Work-
ers at all of the Lansing schools in 
an effort to help at least one family 
from each school. 

“The program has total anonym-
ity,” assures Todd. “We are only 
given information such as age, sex, 
sizes, and interests of the children. 

The Chamber then uses our dona-
tions to purchase everything we 
possibly can for each child. Those 
items are returned to the school 
social workers, and they get them 
to the parents. Last year we were 
able to help 20 children from the 
community.”

“We would love to be able to 
increase the number of children we 
can help this year,” says Todd.

Breakfast With santa is the 
Chamber’s largest fundraiser for 
the Family giving Program. Lan-
sing residents and businesses are 
encouraged to help by partici-
pating in the pancake breakfast. 
Ticket sales are one source of rev-
enue, but additional donations are 
also welcome. 

individuals and businesses who 
are interested in donating toward 
the Family giving Program should 
contact Lansing area Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director amy 
Todd at 708-474-4170 or director@
chamberoflansing.com. 

in addition to the good that will 

come as a result of income gener-
ated, Todd encourages families to 
simply have fun breakfasting with 
santa. “Bring your camera and wish 
list,” she says. The Chamber is pro-
viding goody bags for santa to give 
to children who visit him.

BREakfaST dETaiLS:
•	T.	F.	South	High	School	 
•	8:00–11:00am
•	Tickets:	$5.00
•	Proceeds	support	the	Family	
giving Program

Safety tips for mailing holiday packages
by patriCia MuhaMMaD

Lansing, ill. (november 2017) 
- During the holiday season, the 
United states Postal service pro-
cesses millions of pieces of mail 
across the country and around the 
world. Over the next few weeks, 
thousands of holiday shoppers will 
stand in post offices waiting to send 
packages and parcels near and far. 
in this season of excitement, people 
can overlook last-minute details 
and wind up mailing poorly sealed 
boxes. These unnoticed, minor 
details can result in big losses or 
stolen items.

Beverly Howard, Customer Rela-
tions Communications Coordinator 
for the Central illinois District Post 
Office in Bedford Park, offered these 
safety tips to help people avoid the 
hassle and heartache of losing items 
due to improperly sealed packages:
1. Free boxes. “We have our prior-

ity products service boxes that 
are free,” said Howard, “and they 
are sturdy.”

2. Right-sizing. Howard recom-
mends that customers bring 
their merchandise to the post 
office, so they can select the 
proper size box. a box that is too 
small won’t have enough room 
for protective filler; a box that is 
too large will cost more money 
to mail.

3. Packing tape. Yolanda askew, 
supervisor for the Lansing Post 
Office, offered this advice for 
sealing boxes: “When mailing 
packages, it is very important 
that your box is sturdy. Use 
mailing tape as opposed to 
scotch tape.” Masking tape and 
duct tape are also not recom-
mended because they are not 

weather-resistant—freezing 
temperatures can make the 
adhesive fail, and high tempera-
tures can melt the adhesive and 
leave a sticky residue.

4. Labeling. Howard pointed out 
that when sending fragile items, 
customers should write “Frag-
ile” on the package to ensure 
proper handling. Bubble wrap 
and small styrofoam peanuts 
can help protect fragile items 
during transit.

5. Hazards. askew warned against 
mailing hazardous chemicals. 
she also added that when 
customers mail liquid items, 
the items should be well in-
sulated to avoid leaks. “When 
leaks occur, the post office will 
inspect the box,” she said.

TRacking OPTiOnS
Late packages can be disappointing 

or frustrating for customers. Howard 
said if you are expecting a package 

and have the tracking information, 
call customer service at 1-800-275-
8777 or visit www.usps.com.

Howard also recommends that 
customers use informed Delivery 
service, which is a tracking system 
that monitors the delivery of mail. 

“With proper labeling on the pack-
aging, customers are now able to 
use their smartphones to check to 
see when to expect the arrival of 
their package, and they can deter-
mine the delivery of the package.”

Customers can also ask their 
local post office to redeliver an item 
when someone is going to be home, 
or they can come to the post office 
to receive their package.

miLLiOnS Of PackagES
Howard commented on the 

volume of mail that will pass 
through the Central District Post 
Office over the holidays: “We’re 
anticipating more than 15 billion 
pieces of mail that will go forth 
during the holiday season. at least 
850 million packages will cross 
through our processing territory.”

The Central illinois District Post 
Office handles zip codes for the 
south suburbs, including Lansing, 
as well as the western suburbs, 
Rockford, and Peoria.

The Lansing Post Office is located 
at 18125 Roy street in Lansing.

the lansing, 
Illinois, post 

office on roy 
street is part 

of the central 
Illinois District 
territory and is 

a good resource 
during the 

holiday season. 
(photo: melanie 

Jongsma)

Breakfast with Santa this Saturday
Lansing Area Chamber event is fun for kids, and good for the community












