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The shelves of the Lansing Community Food Pantry are stocked by thoughtful members of the Lansing community. But at this time of year, the shelves begin to run empty. Donations
are welcome during the holiday season and year-round. (Photo: Katie Arvia)

Lansing Food Pantry nourishes community
New volunteers and donations welcomed year-round
by Katie Arvia

LANSING, Ill. (October 2017) – For
over 35 years, the Lansing Community Food Pantry has been serving
residents in need. Every Tuesday
morning, volunteers donate their
time to assist with grocery carry-outs, stock shelves, fill out paperwork, and do other tasks vital to
the pantry’s success. Although the
pantry is located in the lower level
of the Lansing Assembly of God,
it is considered separate from the
church and is run entirely by the
Lansing community.
“I got involved because I wanted
to do something to serve my own
community,” said Karen Adams,
co-chairman of the pantry, who has
been a volunteer for 17 years.
What makes the Lansing Community Food Pantry so unique is the
fact that it is a “full choice” pantry,
meaning families in need choose
each item they take home, a luxury
Adams says very few pantries have.
Although many donations come
in the form of non-perishable food
items, personal care products such
as toothpaste, deodorant, or toilet
paper are also accepted. Monetary
donations are always appreciated,
which are used to purchase items
that are not frequently donated, such
as flour, sugar, and canned meats.
Dribs and drabs
In fact, Adams says that from
May until Thanksgiving, the pantry
receives very little donations at all.
As of this writing, the shelves are
“getting low on stock,” says volunteer Bob Barnes.

“It just comes
in dribs and
drabs after the
post office food
drive. School’s
out, organizations don’t
meet,” Adams
explained.
Community
generosity
Despite
the dry spell
throughout
summer, Adams
says the pantry
has never
needed to have
a fundraiser,
thanks to the
generosity of
Food Pantry Volunteers Judy Nearpass and Barb Lessner write down the specialty items that the pantry has in
the Lansing
stock this day. (Photo: Katie Arvia)
community.
“The commufrom 11am-1pm. Some paperwork
Ways to help
nity is incredand
an
interview
are
required
for
Anyone interested donating, volibly generous to us. The Greater
new guests, but two bags of food
unteering, or learning more should
Chicago Food Depository is blown
will be given to those visiting for
contact Karen Adams at 708-895away by what we do here…. This is a
the first time.
blue-collar community and people
3807. The food pantry welcomes
“We only serve Lansing resihave stepped up in an awesome
new volunteers and accepts donadents—we try to really see that
way,” Adams said.
tions year-round.
With the holidays approachthe donations go to people who are
“We are helping people in a time
ing, the food pantry is planning
truly in need,” Adams said.
of need. Maybe they lost their job,
Thanksgiving dinner donations as
Currently, the pantry serves
maybe they’re ill. We certainly can’t
well. Folks will have the choice of a
about 120 people and has 35 volmeet their entire food needs, but
Lencioni’s-prepared meal, a basket
unteers, including Janet Peterson
we can supplement, and in a pretty
delivered by the Lions Club, or a
and her son Jai, who have both been
good way. That frees up some of
turkey pick-up during their regular
volunteering with the pantry for
the money they do have, so they can
pantry visit day.
over a year.
pay their electric bills, so they can
Serving Lansing community
“It’s like family here,” Peterson
pay their rent,” Adams said. “Plus,
People in need are encouraged to
said, summing up their time with
it’s something that really draws the
visit the food pantry on Tuesdays
community together.”
the pantry.
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Waters Edge keeps growing and
changing with time

Owner Carolyn Scofield sells
more than just pond supplies
BY PATRICIA MUHAMMAD

LANSING, Ill. (October 2017) Waters Edge shop owner Carolyn
Scofield describes her pond and gift
shop business as a store in constant
change. “Business is decent,” Carolyn says. “What started out as a
pond store became a garden center.
Then it became a gift and home
décor store, and now we do full
Christmas [items], a ladies boutique,
and vintage furniture. We started
out with 500 square feet, and now
we have more than 4,000 square
feet of space.”

“What started out as a pond store became a garden center,” says owner Carolyn Scofield,
pictured at left. “Then it became a gift and home décor store, and now we do full
Christmas [items], a ladies boutique, and vintage furniture. We started out with 500
square feet, and now we have more than 4,000 square feet of space.” The Waters Edge
holiday open house takes place on November 10–12 and features Christmas decor and
gifts. (Photos: Patricia Muhammad)

Waters Edge
Dave and Carolyn Scofield have
installed more than 100 ponds in
the Lansing vicinity. Their store,
Waters Edge, offers a variety of
ponds and pond accessories. (Photo:
Patricia Muhammad)
The pond business was inspired
after Carolyn’s husband installed a
miniature water piece in their back
yard. Carolyn says, “When David
and I got married, we both were
gardeners, and I wanted a small
water feature in my backyard. My
husband went overboard and built
me a pond. He doesn’t do anything
small.”
David named the store Waters
Edge because of their pond business. Together, they installed more
than 100 water ponds in the Lansing vicinity.
“We did that for a couple of years;
with both of us working a full-time
job. Dave quit his job in 2001, and in
2005 we opened Waters Edge.”
According to Scofield, it takes
three to seven days to install a pond.
The store currently offers a variety
of ponds, including both waterless
ponds and formal ponds.
Hidden treasures
The store recently hosted an
autumn event titled “Trunk &
Rethunk Junk” show, featuring
ladies apparel, jewelry, and reinvented furniture.
As shoppers venture through the
store, they experience a pleasant,
welcoming atmosphere filled with
whimsical glass figurines, fairy
garden statues, and an awesome
white Christmas display.
“This is a hidden treasure in the
Lansing community,” says Angelina
Beck, first-time Waters Edge shopper. “Today, I found items in the
store I would not have expected to
find—like a Christmas wonderland,
and peace and tranquility amidst
waterfalls. It’s beautiful here.”
Karen Tarpley, Store Manager for
Waters Edge, has worked for the
store for more than 10 years. One
of Tarpley’s jobs is to select unique
items for the store. She says, “We

Dave and Carolyn Scofield have installed more than 100 ponds in the Lansing vicinity. Their store, Waters Edge, offers a variety of
ponds and pond accessories. The pond business was inspired after Carolyn’s husband installed a miniature water piece in their back
yard. Carolyn says, “I wanted a small water feature in my backyard. My husband went overboard and built me a pond. He doesn’t do
anything small.” (Photo: Patricia Muhammad)

choose items based on what we
think our customers will buy. There
are things we like, but it’s always
about is attractive to our shoppers.”
Seasonal fun
Carolyn says, “We have Halloween
in fall décor, and then at the beginning of November, we will feature
our holiday open house, which is
November 10th, 11th, 12th. During
the Christmas holidays, the store
will host a Best Friend Forever
(BFF) Weekend Sale.”
Carolyn explained the garden portion, gift shop and home decor came
over a period of time. “The garden
part of it was a natural progression,
but we needed to do something
when we had down time when the

garden center isn’t [thriving], so
we brought in the home décor. The
Christmas part of the store came in
with the home decor, and so did the
ladies boutique.”
“We have different events all the
time, and they also keep changing,”
Carolyn says.
Community service
Scofield was born in Lansing and
is still an involved resident. Beginning in 1977, she was active in
the Lansing Public School system
with Girl Scouts and PTA, where
she held multiple offices. Scofield
ran for school board president for
School District 158. In 1991, she was
in charge of the Lansing Centennial
(1891-1991), under then-Mayor Bob

West. In 1992, she served as president of the Lansing Old Timers, a
local girls’ softball team. The team
went to France, Belgium, Holland,
and Germany.
She served as LACE president for
two years and also president of the
Lansing Chamber of Commerce for
two years. Currently, she serves as
treasurer for the Lansing Chamber
of Commerce.
Waters Edge is located at 18418
Wentworth in Lansing, and is
opened Monday–Friday 9:00am–
5:00pm, Saturdays 10:00am–
3:00pm, and Sundays during the
holiday season.
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One Trick Pony creates craft beer oasis
off the beaten path
Lansing’s only tap room continues to grow
BY Carrie Steinweg

LANSING, Ill. (October 2017) - It
started as a one-year experiment.
“What’s the least amount of
money you can spend to open a
standalone brewery to see if you can
keep it open for one year as an experiment?” That’s what Mark Kocol
asked himself a few years ago. He
decided he’d give it a go, and after a
year he would see where he was at.
He opened One Trick Pony in 2012.
To say the experiment was successful is an understatement.
Running out of room
One Trick Pony has since grown
from a small tap room with a
handful of tables and six taps to a
new location a few doors down with
increased space for brewing, more
tables, a stage area, and 20 of their
own beers on tap. And even in the
new digs, One Trick Pony is bursting at the seams and considering
yet another move.
“It’s five years later, and I’ve
learned lots,” Kocol said. “We moved
from our original spot down here to
take over two spaces, and as you see
when you look in the brewery, we
are completely out of room. I’m kind
of keeping my eyes open for a new
space where I wouldn’t have to ever
move again.”
Business has been good in Lansing and Kocol intends to stay here,
looking for a larger spot that would
have room to expand if needed. He
also recognizes the need to bring
more food options into the mix,
which is currently limited to pizza,
although customers are welcome to
bring in their own food. At the time
he opened, tap rooms that served
strictly brews were the norm, but
the industry has shifted with many
becoming brewpubs with trendy
menus of bar bites and seasonal

entrees. Because space an issue, he’s
toying with the idea of a food truck
of his own. “The food truck industry
has outgrown even brewing over
the last five years,” he said.
Big demand for
barrel-aged brews
There have been other changes
in the brewing world in those five
short years, one of them being the
popularity of barrel-aged beers. As
we move into the season of heavier
beers, Kocol plans to bring back a
couple of stouts that did particularly well. Cocoa Butter Kisses, a
spiced imperial stout sold out in
about two hours when it was released last February. Heavy Things,
a Russian imperial stout will return
around St. Patrick’s Day. “When it
came out we did about a week and
a half of sales in three hours,” said
Kocol.
Barrel-aged beers spend a significantly longer time aging than
other varieties. Whereas a standard
ale can go from grain to glass in a
couple of weeks, Kocol said that a
barrel-aged beer needs a good six
months minimum to mature, often
much longer. That translates into a
much higher percentage of Alcohol
by Volume (Or “ABV”). Standard
beers typically are around 4, 5, or
6% ABV and some of One Trick
Pony’s barrel-aged versions have
gone upwards of 12%. “We have
Heavy Things in the tank right now
sitting at 17 percent,” said Kocol.
As the beers age in barrels rather
than stainless steel, they can take
on a number of flavor characteristics based on the wood and what
was previously in the barrel. “They
are brewed like normal beers, but
are bigger, bolder, and higher in
alcohol content and will mellow
out while aging in the barrel. The

Five years after opening One Trick Pony Brewery, owner Mark Kocol is looking for a
larger location. Business has been good in Lansing, and he wants to stay here. (Photo:
Carrie Steinweg)

flavors tend to meld together,”
he said. “We try to be unique and
experiment with styles you don’t
normally see.” One of those unusual
flavors would be a highly-anticipated seasonal stout that uses squash.
You’ll have an opportunity to try

two new barrel-aged brews this
month. Kentucky Mountain Barrel-Aged Ale will be available November 18 and a very special seasonal beer called CG Watershed will
launch on November 4.
“CG Watershed is an American-style Imperial Spiced Porter,
12.5% ABV and released on tap and
in bottles starting at 4 p.m. on
November 4th,” said Kocol. “It is
brewed with locally-grown, cinnamon-baked acorn squash. No, it’s
not a lousy pumpkin beer! This is
meant to showcase a traditional ingredient native to this area—North
and Central America, to be exact—
an area abounding in Indian trails
used for settlement and trade, the
same Native Americans who introduced the acorn squash to European settlers years ago.”
Getting started
The name for the craft brewery
came about when Kocol was home
brewing and getting repeated
requests from a friend who favored
India Pale Ales. Kocol responded by
telling him that he wasn’t going to
be his “One Trick Pony” and brew
him IPAs all the time.
David Murphy played a vital role
in helping to get One Trick Pony
off the ground. “He was eminently

Owner Mark Kocol was determined not to be a “one trick pony” when he opened. He now has 20 beers on tap. (Photo: Carrie Steinweg)

“Pony” continued on page 26
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Park Board welcomes Micaela Smith
as new Commissioner
Diversity considered a strength as Smith is unanimously approved
by Melanie Jongsma

LANSING, Ill. (October 16, 2017) –
“You have to represent the people
you’re serving,” says Park Board
Commissioner Pat Gulotta. “You
just have to.” In adding Micaela
Smith to the Park Board of Commissioners, he believes the Board
can continue the momentum
they’ve begun building, particularly
in the past two years.
Smith is perfectly willing to
“represent.” A young black woman,
she understands that many minorities feel intimidated by political networks and layered systems
they haven’t been a part of. She is
straightforward about expressing a
hope that her example will inspire
others like her.
Her appointment to the Park
Board is her first political involvement at the municipal level, but
she brings a wealth of political
experience to the role. Professionally, Smith is Chief of Staff for State
Representative Marcus Evans, so
she is profoundly familiar with state
and county government. The Park
Board is eager to learn from her
experience and connections.
And Smith is eager to add her
energy to what she sees the team
already doing. She helped with the
Haunted Hallway event at Eisenhower Fitness Center this past
Saturday and was impressed with
the quality of the production and
the dedication of staff who invested
extra hours to make sure families had a good time. She hopes to
maximize the program by looking
at the numbers and asking some
thoughtful questions about costs
and returns.
Smith appreciates the variety of
programs and amenities available
through the Lan-Oak Park District, she wants to encourage more
Lansing residents to take advantage of them and get involved. She
has made it a personal mission to
find new ways to communicate and
educate, so more people can learn
about everything Lan-Oak Park
District offers.
“We have everything here!” she
says. “Why go to another park in another village? Start using Lansing—
we have the same things, and your
tax dollars are already paying for
them! People need to know what’s
here.”
Education and engagement—
those are the two words Smith uses
to summarize what she hopes to
accomplish as a Park Board Commissioner. “I’m proud of Lansing,”
she says, “and I believe other people
are too. If you want to know how to
get involved and make a difference,
come talk to me.”

Micaela Smith is sworn in by Senior Superintendent Sharon Desjardins, while Park Board Commissioners Pat Gulotta, Jim Long, and John
Kelly witness. (Photo: Melanie Jongsma)

From left: Smith’s
father and mother,
Kenny and Marcia
Smith, document
her appointment
and first meeting,
and Superintendents
Michelle Havran and
Oralethea Davenport
welcome the addition
to the Board. (Photo:
Melanie Jongsma)

Clockwise from
bottom left: Park
District staff members
Sharon Desjardins,
Michelle Havran, and
Oralethea Davenport
participate in meetings
with Park Board
Commissioners Robert
Tropp, Micaela Smith,
Jim Long, Patrick
Gulotta, and John
Kelly. (Photo: Melanie
Jongsma)

